
Advisor

Pick CJ’s Pick CJ’s 
for all your for all your 
occassionsoccassions
WeWeddingsddings

AnniversariesAnniversaries
ReunionsReunions
BirthdaysBirthdays    

Open 10 am to 11 pm, dailyOpen 10 am to 11 pm, daily
Mountain Shopping StripMountain Shopping Strip 

The Open Door Café
Newly Renovated
Now Open 7 a.m.
Breakfast $3.95

Midtown Mall • 778-4648

Order @ VCSOrder @ VCS
1-877-838-84481-877-838-8448
www.www.vennercs.comvennercs.com
* 12 mth subscription, payment conditions apply

High Speed High Speed 
InternetInternet

For Whitecourt ResidencesFor Whitecourt Residences
1st Month Free!1st Month Free!  

  Then Just Then Just $$2828.00.00 a Month a Month
Unlimited Dialup Unlimited Dialup $$1212.99.99 mth* mth*  

Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.
Chartered PsychologistChartered Psychologist    

Clients may access employer orClients may access employer or
insurance health plans for services.   insurance health plans for services.   
Reduced rates are available for Reduced rates are available for 
those without coverage.those without coverage.
Evening appointments available.Evening appointments available.
Confi dentiality assuredConfi dentiality assured..

(780) 706-1340 - 4907 52 Ave. 
www.funkproserve.ca

MediaWorksMediaWorks

Summarized by Dan Parker
 In the history series 
Alberta in the 20th Century, Ted 
Byfi eld writes that the Great 
Depression arrived as hundreds 
of little events in Alberta, 
that gradually built up, until 
by the end of 1930 the word 
depression “entered nearly 
every conversation, became the 
chief term in every business 
issue and the decisive issue 
in most personal decisions”. 
Wheat prices went through the 
fl oor and wool dropped 50 per 
cent as unemployment grew. 
     (Continued on page 5) 

1929 to 1939 Sports Quiz
Name as many teams as you 
can where the team calls New 
York, Home (Ans. p. 13)
What’s in a Word?

Where does the word ‘decide’ 
come from? (Ans. p. 11)

Vocabulary Test
One who explores and studies caves 
is called a) Spelunker b) Handsel c) 
Fleer d) Brummagem (Ans. p. 4)  

7 7 8 - 8 9 8 97 7 8 - 8 9 8 9
•

•
•

ICE COLD BEERICE COLD BEER

By Dan Parker
Debt relief efforts for the 

poorest countries of the world 
got a boost from the February 
meeting of the G-7. The G-
7 is comprised of the world’s 
seven richest nations, including 
Canada. Host U.K chancellor 
Gordon Brown stated the event 

would be remembered as “the 
100% debt relief summit”. 
He hedged his statement by 
further stating “we could be at 
the beginning of the fi nal stage 
of the process where the debts 
that were owed by the poorest 
countries, built up over 20 or 
30 years, debts that are simply 

unpayable in the real world, are 
fi nally taken care of.”

Oxfam senior policy 
adviser Max Lawson welcomed 
the statement and said G7 
ministers had “passed the fi rst 
hurdle of 2005”. 
 But he added: “They  
  

1930’s fi re tower on hilltop near town.

Jubilee Efforts Move Forward

Hundreds of meal ideas. One aisle.Hundreds of meal ideas. One aisle.

M&M is your source M&M is your source 
for delicious and easy for delicious and easy 

meal solutions.meal solutions.

Healthful, Low Fat Healthful, Low Fat 
Selections & Luscious Selections & Luscious 

Desserts AvailableDesserts Available

Serve Up a Great Serve Up a Great 
M&M meal idea today!M&M meal idea today!

Over 380 LocationsOver 380 Locations

Located Corner of Located Corner of 
Dahl Drive and 52 AveDahl Drive and 52 Ave

(Dynamic Plaza)(Dynamic Plaza)

Store HoursStore Hours
Mon - Sat 10 - 8Mon - Sat 10 - 8

Sun - Holidays 12 - 6Sun - Holidays 12 - 6

778-2599778-2599

www.mmmeatshops.www.mmmeatshops.comcom 

Happy St. Happy St. 
PaPatrick’s trick’s Day!Day!

 FUNK FUNK
    PROFESSIONAL    PROFESSIONAL
    COUNSELLING    COUNSELLING
 SERVICES SERVICES

LIQUOR

UNLIMITED

Herbal MagicHerbal Magic  of Whitecourt has helped many reaof Whitecourt has helped many reach theirch their  goal weight and learn how to maintain that goal.goal weight and learn how to maintain that goal.

(Continued on page 11)

Whitecourt

FREE
Ta k e  O n e

MARCHMARCH 2005 2005  — VOL. 3  NO. 3  — CIRCULATION 4,590  — VOL. 3  NO. 3  — CIRCULATION 4,590
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Playing a game of 
Crack-the-Whip 

with the dog 
during Family 
Day Skating 

AA steady line-up attested to the popularity  steady line-up attested to the popularity 
of the horseback rides at Rotary Parkof the horseback rides at Rotary Park..

778-8000  
#2 4911 51 Ave.

As our clients vary, so do their results
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for over 

16 years 

Main Street - Next to CIBC - 778-4781 

open Sunday 
12 to 4 p.m. 

 

Your One Stop 
Flower Shop 

 

Fresh Flowers - Gifts  
Balloons - Plants  
Wire Service 
Greeting Cards 
Wedding Supplies 

 

(780) 778-6700   
5012 - 50 Avenue 

Carpetown  
             Interiors  

   

 

5033 - 52 Avenue - 778-4144 - 1-888-778-4144 

www.carpetowninteriors.com 

Carpet, Lino,  
Hardwood Flooring & Tile 

Wallpaper, Verticals,  
Venetians Sales & Installation 

Serving 
Whitecourt 
& Area for 

Over 16 Years. 

BAND FOR HIRE  
Three Penny Opera  
Classic rock, Blues  

& Country 
threepennyopera.ca  
(780)865-4044 

 Lenora’s Art Shop  

Lenora Knapp 
Certified Bob Ross Instructor 

Phone: (780) 778-5061 
Midtown Mall (by back door) 

Both Adult and Children’s 
Art Classes 

Are 
Available 

A World of Possibilities 
 GNA - In the most comprehensive strategy ever put for-
ward for combating global poverty, hunger and disease, a blue-
ribbon team of 265 of the world's leading development experts 
today proposed a package of scores of specific cost-effective 
measures that together could cut extreme poverty in half and 
radically improve the lives of at least one billion people in poor 
developing countries by 2015.  
 The recommendations of the UN Millennium Project, an 
independent advisory body to the UN Secretary-General, are 
laid out in the report Investing in Development: A Practical 
Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The re-
port was presented today to United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan today. Secretary-General Annan has said the fight 
against extreme poverty should be the top priority of the world 
community and the UN system in 2005.  
 The UN Millennium Project's report is being released as the 
Asian tsunami disaster has focused global attention on the issue of 
aid to the world's poor - its urgency, its scale, and its effectiveness. 
The enormously generous response to the tragedy sent a powerful 
message that ordinary citizens in wealthier nations do in fact sup-
port such aid-if they clearly see the need, and if they believe the 
funds they provide will reach and help the people in need. The 
Project's plan addresses these legitimate concerns-and shows that 
targeted investments in essential public services such as health, 
education and infrastructure make poor communities less vulner-
able to such disasters and to the hardships of disease, hunger and 
environmental degradation.   
 The UN Millennium Project studied countries with high 
concentrations of people living in extreme poverty to determine 
how much investment was needed to confront hunger, educa-
tion, gender equality, health, water and sanitation, slums, en-
ergy and roads. In low-income countries, that would mean an 
increase to $70-80 per capita in 2006 for investment, rising to 
$120-160 per capita in 2015. Many middle-income countries 
will largely be able to finance these investments on their own-
though in many cases they will require adequate debt relief and 
specialized technical assistance. But for poorer countries, do-
mestic resources will not be sufficient. External financing must 
fill that gap. 
 Commentary - Countries that do not currently have an 
economy viable enough to provide a decent standard of living 
for their citizens provide an opportunity for ‘green field’ eco-
nomics. Key ideas to keep in mind include ‘whatever is physi-
cally possible is financially possible’, and that economic struc-
tures should be set up that are cognizant of the fact that the 
symbol of wealth, money, should closely reflect the reality of 
wealth, as most people would measure it. Wherever possible, 
Genuine Progress Indicators (GPI) should supplement and in-
fluence Gross Domestic Product (GDP) indicators. 

 

Hot On the Trail 
 A dog limps into a saloon 
in the Old West and pulls him-
self onto a barstool. He swivels 
around and announces: "I'm 
lookin' for the man who shot 
my paw."  

Origin of the Easter Basket  
 (News Canada)-The tradition was brought to North Ameri-
can shores by German families in the 1700s. In place of baskets, 
children set out their caps or bonnets, filled with straw, and were 
delighted to find colored, hard-cooked eggs nestled inside them 
in the morning. By the 1800s, candy was commonly tucked into 
the baskets, as well.  
 The Easter Bunny evolved from a number of traditions, 
some dating back thousands of years. In ancient Egypt, the rab-
bit was recognized as a symbol of fertility and renewal - a belief 
that traveled to Europe in the Middle Ages where it became en-
twined with the symbolism of eggs as a symbol of fertility and 
rebirth during spring time. It became natural, centuries later, for 
these symbols to turn up in our Easter baskets as chocolate bun-
nies and egg-shaped candies. 
 Jelly Belly Candy Company reports that the jelly bean became 
associated with Easter in the 1930s when small candies were placed 
in nests, the jelly beans looking similar to bird's eggs.  
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Crazy George’s  
Audio & Installs  

 

  Ultra & Viper Car Starters 
  Alpine, JVC, Phoenix Gold Car Audio 

  Yamaha Home Theatres 
 

 
 
 

5112 - 50 Ave. - (Across from 7 - 11) - 778-4554 

#1 Car Audio Shop 
Remote Starter Installs 

 

 

 Stressed Out? 
Need to Relax? 

Sheila (Pat) Dunham 
 

Certified Reflexologist 
Ear Candling 

 

Workshops Available 
 

(780) 778-3140 

Getting Em Back Down to the Farm 
 An old man in Blue Ridge calls his son in Calgary and 
says, "I hate to ruin your day, but I have to tell you that your 
mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years is enough."  
 "Pop, what are you talking about," the son screams.  
 "We're sick and tired of each other” the old man said. 
“And I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in 
Vancouver and tell her." And he hangs up.  
 Frantic, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the 
phone, "Like heck they're getting a divorce," she shouts.  
  She calls Blue Ridge immediately, and screams at the old 
man, "You are NOT getting divorced! Don't do a single thing 
until I get there. I'm calling my brother back and we'll both be 
there tomorrow. Until then don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR 
ME?" And she hangs up.  
 The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. 
 "Okay," he Says, "They're coming for a visit at last, and 
paying their own way."  

 The Queen of Beasts  
 Against his better judgment, the big game hunter is talked 
into taking both his wife AND her mother along on one of his 
expeditions. It does not go well. The mother-in-law is, if any-
thing, harder to get along with in the wilds than she was in the 
city. And to make matters worse, she won't even abide by the 
simple camp rules designed to keep the safari safe. 
 One night after dinner, the hunter's wife realizes her 
mother is missing. Panicked, she rushes to her husband and 
begs him to institute a search. He sighs, and together they set 
out. But before they've gone far, they hear throaty growling. 
Soon they come upon a small clearing in which the mother-in-
law stands, backed up against thick, seemingly impenetrable 
jungle brush, and facing down a huge lion. 
 The wife whispers urgently, "What are we going to do?" 
 Her husband shakes his head and replies. "The lion got 
himself into this mess, now let him get himself out of it." 

Getting a Second Opinion 
 A women accompanied her husband to the doctor's office. 
The husband had been sleeping poorly and seemed on the edge 
of a nervous breakdown. After his checkup, the doctor called 
the wife into his office alone. He said, "He has a serious heart 
condition and high blood pressure. If you don't do the follow-
ing, your husband will surely die:  
 1. Each morning , fix him a healthy breakfast. 
 2. Be pleasant and make sure he is in a good mood.  
 3. For lunch, make him a nutritious meal.  
 4. For dinner, prepare him an especially nice meal.  
 5. Don't burden him with chores as he probably had a hard day.  
 6. Don't discuss your problems with him.  
 On the way home, the husband asked his wife what the 
doctor said to her. "You're going to die," she replied. 

Second Thoughts 
 The man told his doctor 
that he wasn't able to do all the 
things around the house that he 
used to do.  
 When the examination was 
complete, he said, "Now, Doc, I 
can take it. Tell me in plain 
English what is wrong with 
me."  
 "Well, in plain English," 
the doctor replied, "you're just 
lazy."  
 The man was silent for a 
moment before asking “Is there 
some medical term for that I can 
tell my wife?  

Christine Fairfield christine@northon43.com 
North on 43 Special Events  Phone: 706 - 7372 

www.northon43.com for details 

Party Planning ~ Group Ski Trips ~ Group Event 
Packages ~ Corporate Event Planning ~ Corporate 

Meeting Planning 

North on 43 
Special Events 

 

4911- 51 Ave    •      (780) 778-3470    

Savings Storewide 
Open 10 am to 5 pm Mon. -  Sat. 

AT  P L A Z A  5 1  

778-4111 - 5108 50 St. (Main Street) 

 

New Mens’ & Ladies’  
Spring & Summer Fashions  

are Here Now 
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Same Day Service 
► Industrial Cleaning 
► Linen Rentals 
► Alterations 

778-6781 

Valley Centre Mall 

 

Services such as: 
• Accounting  
• Financial Statements   
• Bookkeeping  
• Auditing   
• Computerized Payroll 

Personal • Business • Farm • Oilfield • Trucking 

FOR YOUR TAX  
PREPARATION 

Call or drop in: 
Cathy Polsfut 

Certified General Accountant 
4752 - 50 Avenue 
Whitecourt, AB 

Ph: (780) 778-1977 
Fax: (780) 778-1958 

 Alberta - This 
week in history: 

March 8-15 
Alberta Legislature opens 
first session on ice 
 (NC)-The Alberta Legis-
lature opened its first session 
in temporary quarters at the 
Thistle skating rink on March 
15, 1906.  
 This week in Alberta his-
tory is brought to you by His-
torica and CN to commemo-
rate Alberta's centennial year. 
For more great moments in 
history visit ww.histori.ca.  

Vocabulary answer from page 1 - a) Spelunker 

Town Multi-Use Survey in March 
 A survey regarding Whitecourt’s Multi-Use Facility Pro-
ject will be conducted in early March.  The Town of White-
court and Woodlands County have contracted Banister Re-
search and Consulting Inc. to develop, conduct and analyze a 
telephone survey. In order to provide both Councils with a 
statistically accurate sample of the community, the survey will 
involve 400 randomly selected participants.  The survey is 
expected to last approximately 10 minutes and will include a 
variety of questions pertaining to the future of the multi-use 
facility project.  Survey results will be available in early 
April. 
 The Town has compiled conceptual designs and informa-

tion regarding each of the options to be discussed in the sur-
vey.  The information will be available to the public on the 
Town website, www.whitecourt.ca, the Whitecourt Star, and 
at the Community Services Department at the Town Office.   
The three options identified in the survey are: 
1. Construction of a new fieldhouse as a stand-alone facil-
ity with modernization to the existing pool and arenas. 
2. Construction of a new fieldhouse and pool at a new loca-
tion with modernization to the Twin Arenas. 
3. Construction of a new fieldhouse with the existing pool 
and arenas with modernization to the existing facilities. 
 Whitecourt Town Council encourages all members of the 
community to inform themselves on the issues surrounding 
this project and to participate in the telephone survey if se-
lected. 

Ingredients - More Than Meets the Eye 
Did you know?...  
• Almost all pre-packaged foods must include a list 

of ingredients.  
• Ingredients in a food are listed on the food label by 

weight from most to least (the ingredient that is in 
the largest amount is listed first).  

•  The ingredient list is a source of information for 
people with allergies or people who want to avoid 
certain ingredients or verify the presence of an in-
gredient in a food.  

• You can use the ingredient list together with the 
new Nutrition Facts table, which has started to ap-
pear on many food labels, to get a 'nutritional over-
view' of the food. Nutrition Facts list the Calories 
and the amount of fat, saturated and trans fats, cho-
lesterol, sodium, carbohydrate, fibre, sugars, pro-
tein, calcium, iron and vitamins A and C in a spe-
cific amount of food.  

• Making healthy food choices can help reduce your 
risk of nutrition-related chronic diseases such as 
cancer, diabetes and heart disease. Checking the 
ingredient list and the Nutrition Facts table can help 
you select foods to meet your needs.  

You can get more information on nutrition labelling 
and the new Nutrition Facts by calling 1-800-O-Canada 
(1-800-622-6232) or visiting: www.healthcanada.ca/ 
nutritionlabelling - News Canada 
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Antique  
Close-out Sale! 

Great Savings on Unique 
Furniture & Collectibles!

)891*!889.7134!!!!Njeupxo!Nbmm!

 

  

Ron’s  
Cards 

& Comics 

778-3270 

Over 2500 VHS  
Movies on Sale! 

Collectibles 
Movies on DVD 
Books & More 

Next to Canadian Tire 

  

Tastebuds 
Open Mon - Fri 

8 am to 4 pm 
Daily Hot Specials 
Soup - Sandwiches 
Catered Lunches 

Desserts 
Cappuccino 

 

5110 - 50 Ave 
Across from 7 - 11 

778-2600 

  

 

The Office Lounge 
 ‘Your Downtown Meeting Place’ 

SATURDAYS -  L IVE   MUS IC  
Come out and hear the great acoustical sounds 

of Denis Gallant & Friends 
MONDAYS  -  JAM SESS ION  

T H U R S D A Y S  &  F R I D A Y S 
WHITECOURT’S PREMIER KARAOKE continues 

Midtown Mall    778-5535 

Pool  Music Great Food VLTS  

(Continued from page 1) 
 Southern Alberta, still suffering from the devastating 
drought that started in the early 1920’s, and which had driven 
17,000 people out of the area, fell victim to an infestation of 
grasshoppers. Alberta historian James Gray wrote that the 
grasshoppers “ate the handles off pitchforks, armpits out of 
shirts on farmers’ backs and clothes off lines”. The drought 
caused dust storms so severe that a barber stopped giving 
shaves in southern Alberta, because dust particles in the men’s 
faces were ruining his razors. 
 In northern Alberta, Edmonton was inundated with the 
unemployed. Various ‘squatting places’ were padlocked off by 
the authorities, but still the city homeless situation worsened. 
Riots took place, firearms were seized and in 1931 the unem-
ployed were banned from holding parades by the Edmonton 
municipal government. As today, the Edmonton river valley 
was where many of the dispossessed sought shelter during the 
warmer months. 
 In rural northern Alberta, including the Whitecourt area, 
the population did relatively well. They were not subject to the 
drought and grasshopper plagues of the south. More impor-
tantly, they were not as dependent as city people on money. 
They could produce much of their own food. As one old farmer 
cynically put it, the cows kept giving milk, the hay kept grow-
ing and the chickens kept laying eggs because it could not be 
explained to them that there was a depression going on. Where 
self-produced consumption was not feasible, barter took the 
place of money in many exchanges. 
  What the barter and the natural production pointed out 
was that the Great Depression was not so much a result of any 
natural occurrence, but a shortage of money. One of the few 
mainstream economists not to gloss over the manmade cause 

of the depression was Nobel Laureate economist Milton 
Friedman. Friedman, and his co-author, Anna J. Schwartz, 
demonstrated convincingly that it was not free enterprise, but 
rather the U.S. Federal Reserve System that precipitated the 
Great Depression. Using official figures, Friedman and 
Schwartz showed that "from the cyclical peak in August 1929 
to a cyclical trough in March 1933, the stock of money fell by 
over a third." Unfortunately, Friedman and Schwartz did not 
feel free to comment on the role of compound interest in cre-
ating monetary instability.  
 Facets of the Whitecourt economy that depended heavily 
on money, as opposed to barter, did suffer. Smaller lumber 
companies ran into trouble when railroad contracts for the 
cutting of ties were cut back. In 1932, Jerry Graham had to 
relinquish his interest in Whitecourt Lumber for financial 
reasons. The town lost its local constable, with the Alberta 
Provincial Police being subsumed into the R.C.M.P. An offi-
cer would be sent out from Edmonton for the winter, and dur-
ing the summer the area was periodically patrolled by an offi-
cer from Mayerthorpe. Jerry Graham was appointed magis-
trate to replace the retiring C.A. Stephens. 
 In 1933, just before Christmas, the third major fire in 
little more than a decade struck downtown Whitecourt. This 
one had tragic results. One of the Traxler children was 
trapped upstairs in the living quarters over Traxler’s store and 
perished in the blaze. Mrs. Traxler broke her hip while jump-
ing to safety. In addition to Traxlers’, the Poon King Laundry 
and Nels Lyons house were destroyed.  The present day 
Common Wealth Credit Union sits on the spot occupied by 
one of the buildings destroyed in the fire. 
 In 1934, Jerry Graham took over a small house that was 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

 
K & C Mediaworks 

778-5577 ♦ 4907 52 Ave. 
WhitecourtWeb.com 

New & Used Computers 
Repairs and Upgrades 

Professional Web Design 
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K e y b o a r d   
L e s s o n s 

Music Books 
Instruments 
Lessons & 
Much More 

778-4446 

Mane Street 
Salon 
778-8833  

4923 - 51st Ave. 

 

Lacie’s Deal 
March Special 
$10 OFF PERMS 

Open Mon - Sat. 
Evenings by  

Appointment Only  
Walk-ins Welcome 

 Hi-Speed Internet 
For Whitecourt 

Residences 
1st Month Free at VCS! 
Then Just $28.00 a Month 

Unlimited Dialup  
Special $12.99 mth*  

12 month subscription 
*payment conditions 

Order Today at:  
1-877-838-8448 

www.vennercs.com  

 

 

 

WATER 
DEPOT 

$3.
00
 

COOLERS, SOFTENERS, R. O. SYSTEMS,  
CHLORINE FILTERS & MORE 

778-3636 
18.9 LITRE WATER  
FILL FOR AS LOW AS  

 

 

 

$3.
00
 

WATER 
DEPOT 

18.9 LITRE WATER  
FILL FOR AS LOW AS  

7 7 8 - 3 6 3 6  ♦  5 0 0 7  4 9  S T .  

COOLERS, SOFTENERS,  
R. O. SYSTEMS,  

CHLORINE FILTERS & MORE 

standing vacant just south of the buildings destroyed by fire. 
He ran his post office, an insurance business and real estate 
business from the location, in addition to various other en-
deavours. Wong’s restaurant, standing next to the Whitecourt 
Hotel was taken over by Mah Jim in the 1930’s, with the 
original owners, the Wong family, moving to Edmonton and 
eventually starting up the Seven Seas restaurant on Jasper 
Avenue. The Whitecourt Lumber Store also managed to stay 
open, although work in the bush was cut back to a minimum. 
 Western Construction & Lumber Co. reduced the 
amount of lumber it was taking out of the bush, but fared 
relatively well during the depression, having enough con-
tracts in place to keep the mill in town running quite steadily. 
In 1935, Allen J. Millar moved back to the area where he had 
spent many summers while a child, and eventually took over 
the management of Western. Along with his wife, Jean, A. J., 
as he came to be known, dove into Whitecourt community 
projects, donating lumber, equipment and his time to a myr-
iad of projects. In 1938, with the economy beginning to im-
prove, Western built a large new mill, which became the ba-
sis of the present mill.  
 Cash incomes were hard to come by, but with Western’s 
work and a natural abundance of  game, berries and farm pro-
duce, Whitecourt fared well enough during the Great Depres-
sion that people actually moved into the area. As the popula-
tion neared the 300 mark, the people did not let a lack of 
money stop them from a vibrant social life. Ballgames, pic-
nics, dances, concerts, basketball, tennis and hockey games 
went on much as before. The appearance of river boats in the 
30’s added to the outdoor fun with many a Sunday afternoon 
spent exploring the nooks and crannies of both rivers. Races, 
picnics and singsongs often accompanied the cruises down 
the river. The boats were used for transportation and freight-
ing as well.  
 In 1934, a Whitecourt story made a splash in the Ed-
monton papers, as good news often did in areas hard hit by 
the depression. Two of the young Merrifield brothers were 
caught in a flood. Jack and Harry survived their precarious 
situation by helping each other along the top of a wire fence 
to a chicken coop. A passing farmer was instructed by young 
Jack to get their horse and swim out to rescue them from 
their perch. Once the farmer had towed Jack to safety with 
the aid of the horse, Jack thanked the farmer and headed back 
out with his steed to save his younger brother. Jack was feted 
as a young hero in the city paper. 
 Dr. Barrow retired in 1934 due to health reasons. He 
was replaced by a succession of District Nurses, who contin-
ued to provide medical services to the area. The first of these 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Rotary 100th  
Anniversary 

 100 years ago, attorney 
Paul Harris gathered 3 friends 
and planted the seeds of the 
world’s oldest and most pres-
tigious service club organiza-
tion.  The meetings they held 
rotated from business to busi-
ness place, and the name Ro-
tary was born. 
 Today Rotary is a world-
wide organization of business 
and professional leaders that 
provides humanitarian ser-
vice, encourages high ethical 
standards in all vocations, and 
helps build goodwill and 
peace in the world. Approxi-
mately 1.2 million Rotarians 
belong to more than 31,000 
clubs in 166 countries. 
 In Whitecourt more than 
33 professional men and 
women are proud to call 
themselves Rotarians. Join in 
as Rotarians celebrate a cen-
tury of Service Above Self. 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
 One of the world’s most 
widely printed and quoted state-
ments of business ethics is The 
Four Way Test.  Adopted by 
Rotary in 1943, The Four-Way 
Test has been translated into 
more than a hundred languages 
and published in thousands of 
ways.  It asks the following 
questions: Of the things we 
think, say or do 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL 
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL 
to all concerned?  
For more details on White-
court Rotary please see. 
www.whitecourtweb.com/
newsarchives/2005/20050217.htm 
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778-2171 

3855 38th Ave 
(Block North of  

Kal Tire) 

Auto Glass & Accessories 
Written Repair Guarantees 

 

Angele Laplante  
Student of Massage 

 

Located with Gail at 
Earthway Massage  

 

Phone: 
(780) 706-9672 
(780) 706-3190 

Whitecourt, Alberta 

 RAGE’IN 
Enterprises 

• Sanding  
• Snow Removal 
• Parking Lot  
    Maintenance 
• Skid-Steer  
    Services 
(780) 706-9673 (cell) 

(780) 706-3190 

   Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage.  He didn't have to hear 
about all those men   she could have married and she didn't 
have to hear  about  how well his Mother cooked. 

 

Proudly Canadian, Locally Owned 

Midtown Mall  -  778-2755 

“Where Help is Just Around the Corner” 

SPRING CLEANING 
SUPPLIES 

Buy a Bee Mop  
Bucket is Free! 

Everything from  
window washers to 
quality cleansers   

Hard-To-Find 
Kitchen 
Gadgets  

Now In Stock. Spring Chicken 
Guess Who? 

 

Phone: 778-2674  ◊  5032 - 51 Ave  

Dr. Mark Schatz 
Mon, Wed, Fri - 8 am - 5 pm 
Tues & Thurs - 8 am - 6 pm 

• Back and Neck Pain 
• Repetitive Use Injuries 
• Stiff and Sore Joints 
• Jaw Dysfunction 
• Motor Vehicle Injuries 
• Muscle Strains 
• Joint Sprains 
• Foot and Ankle Pain 
• Headaches 
• Work Related Injuries 
• Sports Related Injuries 
• Arm & Leg Complaints 

WCB Authorized 
Custom Orthotics & Footwear 

Nutritional Products 

was Irene Stewart, who stayed nine years, and lived in a house 
built for the nurses on the corner of 52 Avenue and Main Street. 
 At the Whitecourt Legion, the arrival of F. L. Barrow, the 
son of Doctor Barrow, in July 1930 led to a resurgence in activ-
ity.  Mr. Barrow was Dominion Secretary of the Canadian Le-
gion and was instrumental in restoring the pensions of many 
veterans. Previously, the federal government had discontinued 
the pensions of some of those who had served their country.  
 The Legion then sold off a portion of its thirteen acre 
sports ground east of the school, in order to keep up with pay-
ments on the land. In the late 30’s the Legion regrouped and 
established a baseball diamond and race track. These and other 
amenities evolved into the present day Rodeo Grounds and Ro-
tary Park. 
 In 1932, The Ladies Auxiliary to the Legion was formed 
and in 1934 the Legion joined the fight to improve road trans-
portation in the area. In 1936 a highway right of way was cut 
between Whitecourt and Iosegun Lake near present day Fox 
Creek. The road was mainly suitable for horses and four-wheel 
drive vehicles, but it was another step in establishing a northern 
connection through Whitecourt. 
 Towards the end of 1935, arrangements were made with 
Mr. Montemurro of Mayerthorpe to show movies in the Legion 
Hall. A projection booth was built to meet with government 
regulations, but electrical problems led to many a blackout, with 
the result that the movies were discontinued. A small music 
club was set up, and the dances held at the Legion raised 
enough money to pay for the projection room. 
 1935 was also the year the new radical Alberta Social 
Credit Party won a landslide electoral victory, taking 56 of 63 
ridings. Along with the rest of Alberta, Whitecourt was plunged 
into the most tumultuous period in Alberta history to date, as 
the upstart Socreds faced off against powerful international fi-
nancial institutions. The election had the highest voter turnout 
in Alberta history — a respectable 82 per cent, compared to the 
current average of about 53 per cent. Not only did people vote, 
there was widespread involvement in political organizations and 
educational efforts.  
 Social Credit sought to end the shortage of money in the 
province by issuing ‘prosperity certificates’ which were similar 
to a form of provincial money. They also attempted to create a 
citizen’s dividend and to pass legislation to provide relief from 
compound interest costs. However, a hostile press, neophyte 
errors and most importantly, the courts, stopped the majority of 
Social Credit legislation in its tracks. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 



 

8 8 

   4919 51 Ave.  -    780.779.0090 

Elva Roche 
Realtor 
Cell: 706-1502 
Res: 778-3797 

LIST TODAY - EXIT TOMORROW 

Call today for your free 
market evaluation. 

Inventory is very low.  

 

 Midtown Mall  ♦  706-3547 

The Manager’s Gone Nuts! 
Spring fever has struck our 

manager Sheri. Totally  
Covered is a Unique Store,  
so Sheri says a Unique Sale  

should be held.  

PLUS - STARTING MARCH 1, WITH EVERY 
PURCHASE OF $20 OR OVER ENTER TO 

WIN AN ENTIRE OUTFIT - TOP & BOTTOMS 
OR DRESS, SHOES, PURSE, EARRINGS & 

NECKLANCE. OVER $400 VALUE! (DRAW 
HELD ON MARCH 17/2005)  

Thursday, March 17,  10 am to 9 pm 
we will let our customers decide what’s on 

sale. Come on in and play 
Let’s Make a Deal! 

 

Mon - Thurs. 4:00 pm to 1:00 am  
Fri. & Sat.  4:00 pm to 2:00 am 
Sunday 4:00 pm to Midnight 

Also pasta, subs, donairs, 
chicken, shrimp, fish & chips, 
fries w/gravy, poutine & more.  

PIZZA SHACK 
Phone 778-5151 
5115 - 50 Avenue 
( B e s i d e  R o y a l  B a n k )  
Free In-Town Delivery (orders $10+)  

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE 
QUALITY MAKES! 

 

Gords Field Service and  
the Starter & Alternator Clinic are now 

(780) 778-2573  ♦  Bay 6, 3708 Kepler St. 

 Heavy equipment air conditioning & heater systems 
 Starter/alternator repairs  Rebuilt Exchange 

ESPAR     WEBASTO 
www.FleetAir.WhitecourtWeb.com 

 Of the twelve major pieces of Social Credit legislation pro-
posed, all were eventually disallowed by the courts, with some 
cases making their way to the Supreme Court of Canada. This 
included the Settlement of Debt acts, which had basically forbid-
den compound interest on loans to farmers. As Ted Byfield wrote 
in Alberta in the Twentieth Century, “farmers struggled and sank 
under the effect of compounding interest”.  A large company 
might get a loan at 2 per cent during this era, but the small farmers 
traditionally paid between 8 and 10 per cent. 
 When the Calgary Herald sought a balanced approach to 
reporting on the Social Credit government, the newspaper con-
glomerate it was part of abruptly retired the Herald’s longtime 
and respected publisher, J. H. Woods. The business manager 
took over the head job, and a Paul Reading was sent out from 
Montreal to set the editorial direction. Clarence Stout, a senior 
editor with the Herald, wrote in 1937 that Reading “charged 
that our policy with Social Credit had to be changed, for he 
boasted he ‘would get rid of Aberhart (Social Credit premier) 
in short order.’”  
 Aberhart hung on, with more and more people rejecting 
the information that was propagated by the mass media of the 
time. Despite its early errors, Social Credit governed Alberta 
from 1935 to 1971. During this time Social Credit government 
eliminated Alberta's debt; established the Credit Union Act and 
Alberta Treasury Branches to provide low-interest loans; kept 
Alberta debt-free and income tax-free; and encouraged local 
ownership and control of hospitals, schools and utilities. 
 Unfortunately, it took the onset of WWII to prove out the 
Social Credit dictum that “whatever is physically possible, can 
be financially possible”. Cash incomes once again became 
plentiful, as fifty-four men and one woman from Whitecourt 
went off to fight in the battles raging in Europe. It was never 
explained why money that immediately became available to 
build weapons and hire soldiers could not have previously been 
made available to build homes and hire the unemployed in the 
cities. Indeed, astute analysts have since attributed the rise of 
Nazism itself to the desperation in Germany occasioned by the 
Great Depression and reparations payments from WWI. The 
lone woman to enlist from Whitecourt was Ruth Powers, 
granddaughter of old Dan who had drove the first train into 
Whitecourt back in 1921.  
A neutron goes into a bar and asks the bartender, "How much 
for a beer?" The bartender replies, "For you, no charge."  

For the Neutron - No Charge 
Two molecules are walking down the street and they run in to 
each other. One says to the other, "Are you all right?" 
"No, I lost an electron!" 
"Are you sure?" 
"I'm positive!" 

(Continued from page 7) 
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SPRING IS  
SEW CLOSE SALE 

March 1 - 19th 
COTTON FABRICS 30% 

FLANNELS 10% 
FLEECE 40% 

QUILT BOOKS/PATTERNS 50% 
Check out our clearance fabric. 

*discounts off reg price. 

Advisor Insert 

As of press time, the deadline for turning 
in winning contest numbers to the  Advisor 
had not yet been reached. The winners of 
the hundreds of dollars in gift certificates 

will be published in the April Advisor. If 
enough interest is show, the gift 

certificates could take the form of a local 
currency that would also benefit 

community groups. See  
www.torontodollar.com for how this 

concept is working in a big city. If you 
think the local currency is a good idea, 

please call Dan at 778-5577 

Six Proven Ways to Prepare  
Preschoolers to Read 

 (NC)-"All the research continues to tell parents to get their 
children reading early, if they want them to start enjoying the 
learning process." That's the message of education expert Dr. 
Nick Whitehead of Oxford Learning. "Reading is an appealing 
entrée into the world of learning when it's introduced in a fun 
and rewarding manner at an early age."  
•  He offers six proven ways to get three to six-year-olds 

ready to read: Make time every day to read to your child. It 
doesn't have to be the same time. Read whenever, wherever 
and whatever you can. Seize the moment!  

• Start with short stores with wonderful photographs or illus-
trations. Make sure your child is interested in the book be-
fore you take the book home from the library or bookstore. 
Make him/her your partner in discovering the books you'll 
enjoy together.  

• Move up to longer stories once your child can sit through 
them. Don't expect miracles and remember to take breaks 
to stop and discuss the story. Forcing your child to sit qui-
etly and pay attention will only take the magic out of proc-
ess.  

• Read the same books and/or stories over and over again. 
Often, the more repetitions, the more loved the story be-
comes. Children aren't bored by a good story. They love 
hearing it again and again. In fact, it can be much more fun 
the tenth time.  

• Turn books and stories into plays. Create a princess crown 
for your child to wear. You be a prince or the evil queen. 
Get on your hands and knees and act out the book. Giggle, 
laugh, fall over and have fun!  

• Begin to teach your child the sounds that letters and groups 
of letters make (phonics). Kids who love stories will easily 
learn the code of the language and become accomplished 
and life-long readers.  

Oxford Learning offer tips on helping your child achieve their 
peak learning potential at www.oxfordlearning.com or at 1-
888-559-2212. - News Canada  

 

The Edmonton Mercurys  
Win World Hockey Crown 

 (NC)-The Edmonton Mercurys won the world hockey 
championship tournament in London, England on March 22, 
1950.  
 This week in Alberta history is brought to you by His-
torica and CN to commemorate Alberta's centennial year. For 
more great moments in history visit www.histori.ca.  
- News Canada 

F O R  S A L E 
2002 Dodge Ram 3500 short 
box, cherry red, c/w topper, 4 

wheel drive, 235,000 km, good 
tires, hitch, new brakes, 

MUST BE SEEN! $28,800 
Call Cory - 24 Hrs 

(780) 524-7977 

The Therapist  
 Late one night at the insane 
asylum one inmate shouted, "I 
am Napoleon!"  
 Another one said, "How do 
you know?"  
 The first inmate said, "God 
told me!"  
 Just then, a voice from an-
other room shouted, "I did not!"  

Town Council Conflict Issue 
 Being a monthly, and having a long lead time for print-
ing, the Advisor is often not well positioned to comment on 
local affairs in a timely fashion. As a result, we deal with his-
torical and longer term political analysis for the most part.  
 As reported in the Whitecourt Star and the Edmonton 
Journal’s February 24 edition, three of Whitecourt's six town 
councillors, who were allegedly involved in separate financial 
conflicts of interest, have been asked to resign.  
 There is also the possibility that another person on coun-
cil could be charged with contravening the Municipal Govern-
ment Act.  
 As of press time for this insert, town council had not had a 
pivotal meeting on this matter, on Monday, February 28th, at 7:00 
p.m. It is hoped that this unfortunate incident can be dealt with 
in a manner so as to be fair as possible to all the parties in-
volved. Depending on how the process unfolds, the Advisor 
may do a feature follow-up on this matter in a future issue. 
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Prices 

 Tiddlee Winx 
Toys n' Stuff 
“Classic Toys n' Treats for all Ages!” 
(780) 778-5822 ♦  Midtown Mall 

 

 

Childcare Drop-In Centre 
4752 - 51 Ave.  
778-5010 

 

778-2917  5116- 50 Ave 

5 Pin & 10 Pin  

Welcome to the Kid’s Stuff page. Content and 
sponsorship arranged by Tiddlee Winx Toys ‘n’ Stuff 

(780) 778-6628  
5112 50 St (Main St) 

The Party Store 
with more 

Jelly Belly Fun Fact: Jelly Belly beans were the first jelly 
beans in outer space when President Reagan sent them on 
the 1983 flight of the space shuttle Challenger. 

March Birthdays: 
Rebecca Smith - March 19th 
Shayla Toutant - March 11th 
 

Happy Happy Birthday! 
 

Would you like your birthday 
on this page? Come register at  
Tiddlee Winx Toys’n’Stuff! 
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 April Beaulac, Certified Relaxation Therapist 

Beside Timio’s 
(You can enter from 
Main Street or the 
backdoor - just go 
down hallway or 

walkthrough) 

Mind and Matter 
 Bob was joining the Cana-
dian army and they were hand-
ing out rifles when he arrived, 
so he got in line. When it got to 
Bob, they had run out of guns. 
The man issuing rifles gave him 
a broom 
  ''This is a magic broom -- 
point it at anybody,  say 'Bangity 
bangity bang,' and they will die'' 
he said. 
 Bob was really worried 
because he didn't think it 
would work, but he got in line 
for bayonets, thinking he might 
stand a chance if he had some 
real weapon to face the enemy. 
As luck would have it, Bob's 
turn came and they had ran out. 
 ''Don't worry.'' said the man 
issuing them out. ''I will give 
you this magic carrot -- point  it 
at somebody, say 'Stabbity stab-
bity stab,' and they will die." 
 Now Bob is terrified, going 
into battle with a broom and 
carrot. The sirens go off, signal-
ing  invasion. Bob goes out, 
only to be laughed at by the en-
emy. One enemy soldier pokes 
his head up, hoping to get a 
good shot at him. Well, Bob 
didn't have anything to lose so 
he pointed at him and said 
''Bangity bangity bang!'' and the 
guy fell down dead. In close 
quarter fighting, Bob used the 
magic carrot in similar fashion. 
  Amazed at what was hap-
pening, he continued to fight. 
Then, a guy came slowly up to 
him and he would not die. Bob 
tried to shoot and stab him, but 
he wouldn't die. The last words 
poor Bob heard as he was being 
trampled over were 
 ''Tankity tankity tank.'' 

Who:  Boys and Girls Club of Whitecourt and District 
What:  Annual General Meeting and Public information night. 
When:  7:00pm, March 10, 2005 
Where:  Forest Interpretive Center 
Why:  We have to select board members to make decisions 
including programming for youth. 
Everyone is Welcome!! 
Refreshments will be served! 
Contact:  Kathi Walker  778-6677 

*Boys and Girls  
Club Starting!* 

Lighting One Way to Reduce Bills 
 (NC) - Winnipeg homeowner Penny Flock switched all the light 
bulbs in her home to compact fluorescent bulbs. Now, she's saving 
almost $85, or about 17%, in electricity costs in just one year!  
 "There are so many great products out there that use less en-
ergy," says Penny. "I'm incredibly excited about making changes at 
home that save me money and are good for the environment."  
 Penny's actions support the One-Tonne Challenge, a Govern-
ment of Canada program that encourages Canadians to take action 
against climate change by reducing their annual greenhouse gas emis-
sions by one tonne, or about 20%.  
 If every household in Canada changed just one traditional incan-
descent light bulb to an ENERGY-STAR®- qualified compact fluo-
rescent light, it would save more than $73 million in energy costs 
every year and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 397,000 tonnes 
per year - the same effect as taking 66,000 cars off the road. Find out 
more about the One-Tonne Challenge and what you can do to save 
money, reduce energy use and help the environment at 
www.onetonnechallenge.gc.ca. Download a free tips guide or 
call 1 800 0-Canada (1 800 622-6232) TTY 1 800 465-7735.  
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Dyslexia means never having to say that you're yrros. 

 

4807- 50 Ave.  Bus: 780-778-2016  Fax: 780-778-6619 

Serving Whitecourt and Area for Over 18 Years 

Mon to Wed & Sat 9:30 am to 6 pm 
Thursdays & Fridays 9:30 am to 8 pm 

Open Sundays 12 noon to 4 pm  

 

EXTEN
DED 

HOURS 

 

All Natural and Botanical Skincare with Aloe 
For a Free Consultation and Complimentary Facial,  

Including the Non-Surgical Facelift  
Call your independent distributor Bryna Casavant @ 706-2619 

Authorized Master Dealers  
For Creative Door Services 

C a l l : ( 7 8 0 )  7 7 8 - 2 0 6 6   3 8 3 9 - 3 8  A v e   

 

S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  O v e r h e a d  D o o r   
I n s t a l l a t i o n  &  S e r v i c e 

Can-Do Services 
*What goes up, must come down* 

Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder. 

 

5020-51 Avenue  (780) 778-4114  destina@telus.net 

RailEurope 
Early Bird  
Promotion 

On Sale til March 31/05 

Spring 2005 Legislative Lineup 
 Edmonton... Legislation to create an endowment fund for 
advanced education institutions will open Alberta's spring 2005 
legislative lineup.  
 Bill 1, the Access to the Future Act, will establish an en-
dowment fund from within the Alberta Heritage Savings Trust 
Fund. This legislation is one part of a series of initiatives that 
reaffirm government's commitment to advanced education. 
 "Alberta is a province with boundless opportunities, and 
we're making sure every Albertan can access those opportuni-
ties," Premier Ralph Klein said. "The Access to the Future Act 
is one more way we're making sure Alberta's post-secondary 
system is there to lead this province into its second century with 
success." 
 Bill 1 builds on the commitment to post-secondary educa-
tion made last month when Premier Klein announced in his an-
nual television address that government will pay the tuition in-
creases this fall, saving students $43 million, and increase 
spaces by 15,000 in three years, 30,000 in six years and 60,000 
by the year 2020. 
 In addition to these changes, this sitting will also see the 
Tourism Levy Act tabled to convert the hotel tax to a tourism 
levy and reduce the rate from five per cent to four per cent, as 
well as the Police Amendment Act that will see towns with a 
population of 5,000 or less receive provincial police services at 
no cost.  
 The spring sitting begins March 1 at 1:30 p.m. with the 
election of the speaker, and the Speech from the Throne will be 
delivered by His Honour, Lieutenant Governor Norman L. 
Kwong at 3:00 p.m. the following day, March 2. 
 You can access a full listing of legislation to be considered 
by going to www.gov.ab.ca and clicking on News Releases at 
the bottom of the page. On the News Releases page, the busy 
legislative session details are listed under the Office of the Gov-
ernment House Leader news release dated February 24.  

Keeping Traditions Alive 
A cowboy walks into a bar in Texas, orders three mugs of beer 
and sits in the back room, drinking a sip out of each one in 
turn. When he finishes them, he comes back to the bar and or-
ders three more.  
 The bartender approaches and tells him, "You know, a 
mug goes flat after I draw it, it would taste better if you bought 
one at a time."  
 The cowboy replies, "Well, you see, I have two brothers. 
One is in Australia, the other is in Dublin, and I'm in Texas. 
When we all left home, we promised that we'd drink this way 
to remember the days we drank together. So I drink one for 
each o' my brothers and one for myself." The bartender admits 
that this is a nice custom, and leaves it there.  
 The cowboy becomes a regular in the bar, and always 
drinks the same way. He orders three mugs and drinks them 
in turn. One day, he comes in and orders two mugs. All the 
regulars take notice and fall silent. When he comes back to the 
bar for the second round, the bartender says, "I don't want to 
intrude on your grief, but I wanted to offer my condolences on 
your loss."  
 The cowboy looks quite puzzled for a moment, then a 
light dawns and he laughs. "Oh, no, everybody's just fine," he 
explains. "It's just that my wife had us join that Mormon 
Church and I had to quit drinking. --- Hasn't affected my 
brothers though!"  
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Auto Glass Repairs & Replacements 
Off Road & Industrial Equipment 

4110 41 Ave. ◈ 778-3269 ◈ www.crystalglass.ca 

Residential Glass & Mirror Cut to Size 
Insulated Glass, Mirrored Closet Doors 

►Local Moves 
►Long Distance Moves 
►Free Estimates 
►Packing Materials 
►Storage Facilities 

 

Phone: (780) 778-5094 
Fax: (780) 778-6615 
Cell: (403) 875-4557 
Toll Free: 1-800-272-5663 
info@whitecourtmoving.com 
www.whitecourtmoving.com 

P.O. Box 359 
3905 35 Street 

Whitecourt, Alberta 
T7S 1N5 

(780) 778-2770 - 5320 48 AVE   

MAPS & XL LAMINATOR 
SAFETY ACCESSORIES - HELMETS 
TIRES - RAMPS 
PUMPS & GENERATORS  
HONDA ENGINES  
CHAIN SAWS & MORE 

REPAIR MOST BRANDS ATVS, SNOW 
BLOWERS, CHAINSAWS , SLEDS 

(Just East of  
Quality Inn) 

 
 

 

“For All Your Steel Needs” 

Shop Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 6 am - 5 pm 

Sat: 7 am - Noon 

778-5611 (780
FAX (780) 778-3784 

3423 34 Ave.  

► General Repairs 
► Portable Welders 
► Equipment Fabrication 
► Rig Tanks & Flares 
► Burners & Incinerators 

www.schafferswelding.ca 

 

HOTSHOT & PILOT

STEVE’S 

SERVICES 
Call: (780) 706-4596 

30’ TRAILER - 24 HOUR SERVICE 

Word Answer from p. 1 - The term comes from the Latin de-
cidere meaning “to cut away”. One method of arriving at a deci-
sion is by “cutting away” and eliminating all but one possibility. 

(Continued from page 1) 
need to move quickly to turn their proposals into real change 
for the world's poorest….children will die needlessly between 
now and the next meeting in April. If rich countries are going 
to keep their promises to tackle obscene poverty they need to 
deliver - and deliver quickly." 
 Reaction from other sources was mixed. The major U.S. 
debt relief organization, Jubilee U.S.A. cautioned that they 
“are encouraged….but the plan must be actual cancellation, 
not just debt service relief, and that it must come without dev-
astating economic conditions”. Jubilee U.S.A. is working to 
reintroduce a bill into the U.S. Congress to call for more far 
reaching debt relief. 
 Just prior to the G-7 meeting, on February 2, Canadian 
Minister of Finance Ralph Goodale issued a statement that 
backed the London aid plan. Goodale stated "Canada’s pro-
posal focuses on relieving the immediate burden of debt by 
reducing debt-servicing obligations, and provides deeper relief 
than existing initiatives by effectively paying 100 per cent of 
debt-servicing payments coming due between now and 2015. 
Canada is also willing to explore various options to finance 
further debt relief through the IMF.” Goodale went on to say 
“however, if these options negatively affect the Fund’s finan-
cial position or disrupt world gold markets, Canada calls upon 
donor countries to pay for 100 per cent debt-service relief on 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) claims directly."  
 When Goodale calls on the donor countries to pay the 
interest on the debt of the poorer nations, he of course means 
the long suffering taxpayers of these countries. It has been 
shown in the past that taxpayer funding of debt repayment of-
ten does not benefit the citizens of the poor countries, but in-
stead goes to the bondholders of the debt. Furthermore, calls 
for the taxpayers of richer nations to pay off third world inter-
est payments, and even debt, neglects the fact that there are 
serious infrastructure and other problems in the developed 
world.  
 The British Daily Express headlined the G-7 event on 
page 2 with “Third World Debt Triumph”, outlining how tax-
payers of developed nations would pay the debt servicing 
charges of the poorer countries; in addition to the debt servic-
ing charges of their own country. The second story that com-
pleted the very same page was a feature report on a 626 billion 
pound ($1.4 trillion CAD) shortfall in the U.K. public pension 
plan. Canada and the U.S. also have problems with pension 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Family and Wedding Photography 
“Cherished Moments Captured Forever” 

 For an appointment with your 
therapist, Gail Marie Code, 

R.M.T., call 778-6898  

Welcome spring on March 20th with a Massage 101 
class. Bring your partner, friend, family member for a fun & 
relaxing time. Limited enrolment. Call Community Services 

at 778-6300 to register today. 

Earthway Massage would like to welcome Marie Holt, 
R.M.T. of Body Basics to Whitecourt 

Serving Whitecourt & surrounding communities since 1989 

plans and social security funding, along with infrastructure 
problems. Both poor and rich countries are in this condition 
because of an obsolete monetary design; one that substitutes 
widespread debt growth for the type of qualitative growth nec-
essary for the information age. 
 There is a lot of confusion around the scope of the debt 
relief offered at the G-7 meeting. One major paper quoted the 
London proposal as $10 billion in debt relief a year, for 10 
years. Yet interest payments alone by the poorer countries on 
their debt are quoted in another article as totaling around $39 
billion U.S. a year.  As shocking as it may seem, more money 
actually flows from poorer nations to rich nations than goes the 
other way in terms of foreign aid. As shown in January’s Advi-
sor, (see p. 2) a major culprit here is compound interest 
charges. To their credit, the world financial system has al-
lowed poor countries hard hit by the tsunami in December of 
last year to apply to have their debt servicing charges sus-
pended for a time.  
 One workaround suggested for alleviating debt in the 
poorer countries was to have the IMF and the World Bank re-
evaluate their gold reserves to reflect the current market price. 
Selling the gold is also advocated by some. Activists argue that 
“it is unacceptable for the two institutions - whose missions 
explicitly involve poverty alleviation - to sit on more than 50 
billion dollars of spare funds when millions of people are dy-
ing for lack of food and health care. That 50 billion dollars 
happens to be precisely the amount of additional aid needed to 
achieve the United Nations' Millennium Development Goals, 
which seek to cut poverty and hunger in half by 2015; provide 
universal primary education; reduce child mortality by two-
thirds; cut maternal mortality by three-quarters; promote gen-
der equality; and reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
other diseases.”   
 A major stumbling block to quick action is that there is a 
major disagreement within the G-7 on how to go about enact-
ing the needed changes. Reuters news service, which bills it-
self as the largest international multi-media news agency, pre-
sented the U.S. as the major holdout. The wire news service 
headlined its heavily reproduced article with the heading ‘U.S. 
opposes London's aid plan’. It opened its piece with the state-
ment that “U.S. Treasury Undersecretary John Taylor has dealt 
a blow to plans which could lift Africa out of poverty, before 
going on to state that “without U.S. backing for an ambitious 
plan to write off billions of dollars in poor countries' debt, little 
international progress can be made.” 
 However, the U.S. has presented an alternate plan which 
could be much better than the London plan. This is plainly 
stated in a brief section buried in the middle of the Reuter’s 
article. The U.S. representative, John Taylor, is quoted as say-
ing ‘a U.S. proposal to “write off completely" the debts of 
poorer countries to multilateral institutions, and use more 
grants instead of loans in future, was a preferable way to go. 
“That's a proposal we could start with on Monday morning,” 
Taylor said. “It would be so great to get agreement in that di-
rection - it's do-able, it's something that would really show 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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leadership of the G7.”  
 On the Internet, one can find articles by Mr. Taylor call-
ing for grants to replace loans to the poorest countries. His 
rationale is that it is a vicious circle to attempt to pay off debt 
with money that is created as yet more debt. Furthermore, he 
advocates tying the grants to performance indicators, whereby 
grant money would be directed to areas showing success. For 
example, if literacy rates increased under a grant program, 
more grant money would be directed towards that program. 
Similarly if HIV rates decreased under a program, there would 
also be increased funding forthcoming. Conversely, if a pro-
gram did not produce results it would be dropped and some-
thing else would be tried. Mr. Taylor’s work builds on a 
speech given by U.S. President Bush in 2002 calling for 50% 
debt write-off and subsequent grants to poorer countries. 
 One interesting aspect of the U.S. plan is the replacement 
of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) indicators with what might 
be termed Genuine Progress Indicators (GPI). GDP increases 
have traditionally been used as measurements of success. 
However, GDP is just an amount of the money that is chang-
ing hands. It does not measure the real world wealth results 
achieved. As a result, Alaska had a good year as measured by 
GDP when there was a large oil spill, because of the clean-up 
costs involved. In Africa, if a small, corrupt elite spends 100 
million dollars on gambling and yachts, it would show up in 
the GDP indicator for the country exactly the same as if the 
100 million dollars had been spent on schools, water wells and 
education for the general population of a country. If the 
amount spent was 10% larger than last year, GDP would con-
sider the country’s economy to be a stellar success, regardless 
of whether the money went to gambling or schools.  
 Instead of using the relatively meaningless measurement 
of GDP to designate success, Taylor rightly wants to use spe-
cific measurable criteria reflecting real wealth improvements. 
Input from the people affected as to what they would like to 
measure as success should be a critical component of the U.S. 
plan, as could widespread individual ownership of productive 
property. The grants would not have to come from taxpayers, 
but could be like most loan money in that it would be created 
for the transaction by banks. However, unlike money created 
for loans, the funds would not be backed by debt, but by the 
real world wealth improvements to be measured. This would 
save the taxpayers of all countries from paying the interest to 
usually rich bondholders on newly created money, and help 
slow the growing wealth disparity in rich and poor country 
alike. Additionally, money earmarked for specific productive 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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activities would be non-inflationary as compared to money cre-
ated to service debt, since the latter money does not result in the 
creation of new wealth. The grants would follow the example 
of ‘homesteading’ legislation passed in the U.S. and later in 
Canada, that granted each settler 160 acres of land for a nomi-
nal fee, on the condition the settler ‘prove up’ the land. This 
critical legislation led both North American countries to have a 
solid base of landowners, which created a good foundation for 
democracy. ‘Capital’ homesteading is a new effort underway, 
to ensure widespread ownership of productive property, now 
that farming is no longer the dominant wealth producer in 
North America.  
 The U.S. position is also heavily critical of the IMF. The 
London plan, backed by Canada, is considering a new financial 
institution called the International Finance Facility (IFF). How-
ever, the current stance is that this new institution should work 
primarily through the IMF. As one backer said “why reinvent 
the wheel” since the IMF is already deeply involved in the fi-
nancial affairs of poor countries. However, it should be pointed 
out that IMF involvement is indisputably one of repeated fail-
ure. Indeed, in the Asian crisis of the last decade, the only 
countries to avoid serious economic problems were Malaysia 
and China. Not so coincidentally, these were the only two 
countries in the area to reject IMF advice. Joesph Stiglitz, ex-
chief economist at the World Bank, commented on such advice 
by stating  'It's a little like the Middle Ages.  When the patient 
died they would say well, we stopped the bloodletting too soon, 
he still had a little blood in him.' 
 Taylor also points out the U.S. can’t commit to funding 
without congressional approval. There could be an excellent 
tie-in here, with the Jubilee U.S.A. reintroduction of debt can-
cellation legislation in the U.S. Congress. A bipartisan group of 
six U.S. Congressional representatives is currently sponsoring 
the bill.  
 Taylor reiterated a benefit of debt cancellation is that it 
would increase the security of the U.S. by alleviating the pov-
erty that acts as a breeding ground for terrorism. In the same 
paper, he referred to the historical example of how recognition 
of the role of poverty in the rise of Nazism led post-WWII plan-
ners, principally the U.S., to provide massive amounts of aid to 
Germany and other countries through the Marshall Plan. Con-
versely, following WWI, war reparations had been demanded 
of Germany, which along with the Great Depression created 
severe economic hardship. In her book, Interest and Inflation 
Free Money, Margit Kennedy tracked how votes for the Nazis 
increased in lockstep with soaring German unemployment at 
the time. A special institution, called the Bank of International 
Settlements (BIS) was set up to handle the German payments. 
The little mentioned BIS, which describes itself as the central 
bank for central banks, continues in operation today and is inti-
mately involved with the IMF.  
 A significant part of the G-7 meeting was the considera-
tion of the Chinese currency, the Yuan, and its relationship to 
the U.S. dollar. Unlike most other nations, China does not let its 
currency ‘float’ on the international market, but keeps it pegged 
to the U.S. dollar. The U.S. is concerned that China is keeping 

(Continued from page 13) the value of the Yuan artificially low, giving China an unfair 
advantage in trade, since its exports to the U.S. will end up 
being priced low in U.S. dollars.    
 There are deeper undercurrents to the U.S. disagreement, 
having to do with the position of the U.S. dollar in the world 
and its status as an international reserve currency. Main-
stream Canadian economists who blame lagging Canadian 
productivity for the lower Canadian dollar ignore what 
amounts to a huge advantage for the U.S., as a result of being 
able to simply print money and sell it to other countries a full 
face value, so that these countries can hold it as reserves for 
oil purchases and so on. This has been called a subsidy for 
the U.S., but one should keep in mind the staggering U.S. 
defence expenditures which have helped defend the world 
from totalitarianism, of both the fascist and communist vari-
ety.  
 A paper by a Chinese economist cautions that the fight 
for currency supremacy will be between the Euro and the 
U.S. dollar, and that China would be wise to stay on the side-
lines. If the U.S. and Europe duke it out over their currencies, 
there will likely be a resurgence in the Asian Monetary Fund 
concept, which powerful Asian countries, including Japan, 
would like to see replace the IMF in their area. 
 Given today’s problems, environmental and social, such 
currency wars seem akin to rearranging the deck chairs on the 
Titanic. The fight is really over outdated economic concepts 
and a 300 year old fractional reserve monetary system which 
is unsuited to the information age, regardless of the currency 
it is denominated in. The values of currencies less and less 
reflect what most people would consider wealth.  Some 
economists and others are calling for a New Bretton Woods, 
in recognition of the conference that set up the post-WWII 
financial system. More and more, establishment individuals, 
including mainstream economists, are calling for fundamental 
economic structural improvements. A synergy between the 
U.S. emphasis on individual liberty and property rights, with 
the European idea of an overarching institution, such as the 
proposed IFF, would serve all parties well, including China. 
In contrast, the Canadian proposal calling for yet more bur-
den on the Canadian taxpayer is unimaginative, unjust and 
finally shortsighted in view of the underlying causes of 
worldwide debt. 

- NEXT MONTH - Kyoto Out of the Box 
The Hand of the Beholder 

 A very old man is walking on the beach one day.  
 He hears a little teenie tiny voice calling out "Hey 
Mister ... pssst ... come here."  
 He looks around and sees a little tiny frog 
under a palm tree. He picks it up and it says "Hey Mister ... if 
you kiss me, I'll turn into a beautiful young woman and your 
wishes will be my commands forever."  
 He takes the frog, puts it in his pocket, and starts to walk 
back toward home.  
 The frog says "Hey, what are you doing? Don't you want 
to kiss me?"  
 The old man says, "No ... to tell you the truth, at my age, 
a talking frog is worth a whole lot more to me."  
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Chocolate Peanut Oat Squares 
 (NC)-Nick Villeneuve won the 2004 Robin Hood Begin-
ner's Best Lunch Box Snack, at the Stormont County Fair, 
Apple Hill, Ontario. Loaded with oats, and topped with peren-
nial favourites, chocolate and peanut, Nick baked up a win-
ning combination for the Robin Hood taste testers, as well as 
the judges at the fair.  
Base  
1 cup butter 250 mL  
1 cup packed brown sugar 250 mL  
1/2 tsp vanilla 2 mL  
3 cups Robin Hood or Old 250 mL Mill Quick Oats  
1/2 cup corn syrup 125 mL  
1 cup Robin Hood 250 mL All Purpose Flour  
Topping  
1 cup semi-sweet 250 mL chocolate chips  
3/4 cup JIF creamy peanut 175 mL  
butter  
1/3 cup ground or very finely 75 mL chopped peanuts  
Base  
 Preheat oven to 350º F (180º C). Place butter, brown 
sugar and vanilla in a large saucepan. Stir over medium heat 
until ingredients are melted and mixed well. Remove from 
heat. Stir in oats, syrup and flour. Mix well.  
 Spread oat mixture into a greased 13" x 9" (33cm x 
22cm) cake pan. Bake on the centre rack for 15 - 20 minutes 
or until light golden and set. Cool slightly before adding top-
ping.  
Topping  
 Combine chocolate chips, peanut butter and peanuts in 
medium saucepan. Cook over low heat, stir until smoothly 
melted. Spread over base layer. Let stand until set.  
 Preparation time: 20 minutes, Baking time: 20 minutes, 
Makes: about 54 squares, Freezing: excellent - News Canada 
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MediaWorksMediaWorks

Summarized by Dan Parker
 In the history series 
Alberta in the 20th Century, Ted 
Byfi eld writes that the Great 
Depression arrived as hundreds 
of little events in Alberta, 
that gradually built up, until 
by the end of 1930 the word 
depression “entered nearly 
every conversation, became the 
chief term in every business 
issue and the decisive issue 
in most personal decisions”. 
Wheat prices went through the 
fl oor and wool dropped 50 per 
cent as unemployment grew. 
     (Continued on page 5) 

1929 to 1939 Sports Quiz
Name as many teams as you 
can where the team calls New 
York, Home (Ans. p. 13)
What’s in a Word?

Where does the word ‘decide’ 
come from? (Ans. p. 11)

Vocabulary Test
One who explores and studies caves 
is called a) Spelunker b) Handsel c) 
Fleer d) Brummagem (Ans. p. 4)  
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By Dan Parker
Debt relief efforts for the 

poorest countries of the world 
got a boost from the February 
meeting of the G-7. The G-
7 is comprised of the world’s 
seven richest nations, including 
Canada. Host U.K chancellor 
Gordon Brown stated the event 

would be remembered as “the 
100% debt relief summit”. 
He hedged his statement by 
further stating “we could be at 
the beginning of the fi nal stage 
of the process where the debts 
that were owed by the poorest 
countries, built up over 20 or 
30 years, debts that are simply 

unpayable in the real world, are 
fi nally taken care of.”

Oxfam senior policy 
adviser Max Lawson welcomed 
the statement and said G7 
ministers had “passed the fi rst 
hurdle of 2005”. 
 But he added: “They  
  

1930’s fi re tower on hilltop near town.
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Herbal MagicHerbal Magic  of Whitecourt has helped many reaof Whitecourt has helped many reach theirch their  goal weight and learn how to maintain that goal.goal weight and learn how to maintain that goal.

(Continued on page 11)

Whitecourt

FREE
Ta k e  O n e

MARCHMARCH 2005 2005  — VOL. 3  NO. 3  — CIRCULATION 4,590  — VOL. 3  NO. 3  — CIRCULATION 4,590

Fa
mily

 

Fa
mily

 

Day
 Fu

n

Day
 Fu

n

Playing a game of 
Crack-the-Whip 

with the dog 
during Family 
Day Skating 
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