
WeekendWeekend
SpecialsSpecials

allall
SummerSummer

CustomCustom wine wine  
ordersorders

availableavailable  

Open 10 am to 11 pm, dailyOpen 10 am to 11 pm, daily
Mountain Shopping StripMountain Shopping Strip 

The Open Door Café
Downtown Dining
Now Open 8 a.m.
Breakfast $4.95

Midtown Mall • 778-4648

Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.
Chartered PsychologistChartered Psychologist    

Clients may access employer orClients may access employer or
insurance health plans for services.   insurance health plans for services.   
Reduced rates are available for Reduced rates are available for 
those without coverage.those without coverage.
Evening appointments available.Evening appointments available.
Confi dentiality assuredConfi dentiality assured..

(780) 706-1340 - 4907 52 Ave. 
www.funkproserve.ca

MediaWorksMediaWorks

Summarized by Dan Parker
 After the discovery of rich 
oil and gas deposits near Leduc 
in 1947, the search for oil all 
over the province was intensifi ed. 
Fifty new oil companies moved 
into Edmonton during the fi rst six 
months of 1949 alone. As author 
and veteran Robert Collins put it, 
you only needed money and the 
guts of a burglar to drill for oil. 
Whitecourt was not overlooked 
during the exploration activities. 

(Continued on page 6)      

Oil & Gas - 1950 to 1960’s

Sports Quiz
What sports teams might you fi nd 
on a ship at sea? (Ans. p. 13)

Whitecourt Quiz
How close can you guess on how 
far it is to Edmonton? (Ans. p. 11)

Vocabulary Test
Conversation; especially talk in-
tended to deceive or fl atter means: 
a) Comstockery  b) Palaver c) Quix-
otic d) Concupiscence. (Ans. p. 4)  

7 7 8 - 8 9 8 97 7 8 - 8 9 8 9
•

•
•

ICE COLD BEERICE COLD BEER

By Dan Parker
 After much research, a 
local or community currency test 
will be carried out in Whitecourt. 
The pilot project is based on 
the successful Toronto Dollars 
model, which had its start in that 
city’s farmer’s market. Now both 
CIBC and the Royal Bank are 
among institutions that issue and 
redeem Toronto Dollars, while 

Zeller’s department store is one 
of the many businesses that has 
joined in the community currency 
initiative. Typing TorontoDollars.
com into an Internet browser will 
take you to their website. 
 After the test phase, 
it is hoped that elements of the 
different, but also successful 
Calgary Dollars model can be 
inco 

Community Currency Test *Celebration 
20052005 in June in June**

(Details page 4)(Details page 4)

 FUNK FUNK
    PROFESSIONAL    PROFESSIONAL
    COUNSELLING    COUNSELLING
 SERVICES SERVICES

LIQUOR

UNLIMITED

(Continued on page 10 )

778-8000  
#2 4911 51 Ave.
www.herbalmagic.ca

Hundreds of meal ideas.Hundreds of meal ideas.
One aisle.One aisle.  

Located in Dynamic PlazaLocated in Dynamic Plaza
Mon - Sat   10 - 8Mon - Sat   10 - 8

Sun - Holidays   12 - 6Sun - Holidays   12 - 6
(780) 778-2599(780) 778-2599

www.mmmeatshops.www.mmmeatshops.comcom 

HERBAL MAGIC OF WHITECOURT HAS HELPED MANY REACH THEIR GOAL WEIGHT AND MAINTAIN THAT GOAL.HERBAL MAGIC OF WHITECOURT HAS HELPED MANY REACH THEIR GOAL WEIGHT AND MAINTAIN THAT GOAL.

Darr in lost 
43 pounds & 63 inches 

Wendy lost 50 pounds
& 48 inches 

As our clients vary, 
so do our results.

JUNEJUNE 2005 2005  — VOL. 3  NO. 6  — CIRCULATION 4,590  — VOL. 3  NO. 6  — CIRCULATION 4,590

Just a few of the 974 Just a few of the 974 
Whitecourtites taking part Whitecourtites taking part 
in the Alberta Active Living in the Alberta Active Living 

Challenge.  See befi tforlife.ca Challenge.  See befi tforlife.ca 
for more info.for more info.

theodore’s den 

is proud to introduce

watch for our June opening
5024 - 51 avenue

across from Vista Theatre THANK YOU TONY FOR THE AWESOME JOB!

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

 Town Councillor 
Shannon Rosnau, citing 
disappointment with the town 
political process, has decided 
to resign.     (Continued on p. 5)  

Councillor 
Moves On

NEW LOCATION
5016 - 51 AVENUE

Across from Vista Theatre
(780) 778-3606

Herbal Magic of  Whitec ourt
celebrates  its 3rd Anniversary 
this month. Drop by and chec k

out our spec ials!

Martin Allard
of Katimavik 

wins $50

Advisor
Whitecourt

FREEFREE
Ta k e  O n eTa k e  O n e

First well in Whitecourt area, spudded 
2 p.m February 24, 1955 out at Windfall
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Crazy George’s  
Audio & Installs  

 

  Ultra & Viper Car Starters 
  Alpine, JVC, Phoenix Gold Car Audio 

  Yamaha Home Theatres 
 

 
 
 

5112 - 50 Ave. - (Across from 7 - 11) - 778-4554 

#1 Car Audio Shop 
Get Sound for Summer 

 

 
 

for over 

17 years 

Main Street - Next to CIBC - 778-4781 

open Sunday 
12 to 4 p.m. 

 

Your One Stop 
Flower Shop 

 

Fresh Flowers - Gifts  
Balloons - Plants  
Wire Service 
Greeting Cards 
Wedding Supplies 

 

(780) 778-6700   
5012 - 50 Avenue 

Carpetown  
             Interiors  

   

 

5033 - 52 Avenue - 778-4144 - 1-888-778-4144 

www.carpetowninteriors.com 

Carpet, Lino,  
Hardwood Flooring & Tile 

Wallpaper, Verticals,  
Venetians Sales & Installation 

Serving 
Whitecourt 
& Area for 

Over 16 Years. 

 
 

Quality Used Furniture, Antiques, Collectibles 
New Items Arriving Weekly 

Furniture with a past 
5020 - 50 Avenue - 778 - 3285 

Human Rights Boosts Worldwide 
 GNA - What does an improved status of the Tsaatan mi-
nority in Mongolia have in common with the rescue of child 
soldiers in Uganda, the probe into decades-old cases of forced 
disappearances in Mexico or documents on the training of po-
lice in Northern Ireland?   
 All of these examples reflect a promising trend -- a grow-
ing role and effectiveness of national institutions for the pro-
motion and protection of human rights. “Building strong hu-
man rights institutions at the country level is what in the long 
run will ensure that human rights are protected and advanced 
in a sustained manner,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
stressed in a 2002 report. And that’s what -- away from the 
media spotlight -- appears to be happening. 
 Since the UN General Assembly unanimously adopted in 
1993 the so-called Paris Principles -- minimum standards con-
cerning national human rights institutions -- many countries 
have worked with the UN to establish or enhance such bodies. 
What often goes unnoticed, however, is that these institutions, 
already numbering more than 100, are increasingly active in a 
wide range of human rights causes.   

Chalk One Up For Republicats 
 George Bush and Bill Clinton, the 41st and 42nd Presi-
dents of the United States, announced that a  private fund bear-
ing their names has raised US$10 million so far and will be 
used to target projects in four countries affected by last Decem-
ber’s  Indian Ocean tsunami, including the United Nation De-
velopment Program’s adopt-an-island program in the Mal-
dives. The privately raised funds will go to reconstruction pro-
jects already underway in Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and 
the Maldives – the four countries visited by the two Presidents 
during their tour of region February 17-22 earlier this year.   
 Presidents Bush and Clinton made their joint announce-
ment before a crowd of several thousand contributors to the 
Bush-Clinton Houston Tsunami Fund. 
 A portion of the funds will help Adopt-An-Island in the 
Maldives, a program established by UNDP to allow businesses, 
governments, individuals or organizations to directly support 
communities in tsunami-stricken islands to rebuild. The pro-
ceeds from the Bush-Clinton Fund will go to the United Na-
tions Foundation to adopt an island on behalf of the Bush-
Clinton Fund, and will be used to improve an island’s water 
and sanitation conditions and to reconstruct the island’s har-
bour and its government offices. 
 Commentary - Since it might be some time before Stephen 
Harper and Paul Martin reach a similar degree of rapproche-
ment, perhaps Preston Manning and Jean Chretien could part-
ner up to show Canada is no slouch in putting humanitarian 
needs ahead of partisanship politics. In such a case, care should 
be taken that a joint call for ‘reeeeeeeeeform of uman riats’  
should not feed rumours that aliens from outer space are trying 
to communicate helpful hints to humankind.  

Rotary Continues 
Battle Against Polio  
 An estimated 170 million 
children received the oral polio 
vaccine during National Immu-
nization Days (NIDS) launched 
across India.  
 In the weeks leading to the 
NIDs, close to 100,000 Rotari-
ans and family members par-
ticipated in efforts to generate a 
high turnout and provide logis-
tical support. Hundreds of Ro-
tarians traveled from Canada, 
the United States and other 
countries to support their Indian 
counterparts during the NIDs. 
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WATER 
DEPOT 

$3.
00
 

COOLERS, SOFTENERS, R. O. SYSTEMS,  
CHLORINE FILTERS & MORE 

778-3636 
18.9 LITRE WATER  
FILL FOR AS LOW AS  

 

 

 

$3.
00
 

WATER 
DEPOT 

18.9 LITRE WATER  
FILL FOR AS LOW AS  

7 7 8 - 3 6 3 6  ♦  5 0 0 7  4 9  S T .  

COOLERS, SOFTENERS,  
R. O. SYSTEMS,  

CHLORINE FILTERS & MORE 

778-4111 - 5108 50 St. (Main Street)  

Great Selection of Gifts 
For Father’s Day 

All Suits and Sports 
Jackets On Sale 

WHITECOURT 
DECKING & RAILING 

 

778-2336   Cell: 706-9406   4735-51 Ave.   

Why repaint the deck year after year?  

M A K E  I T  L A S T ! 
WEATHERDEK  

Waterproof, Vinyl Decking  
5 year warranty 

S.T.A.R.  
Aluminum Railing Systems  

 20 yr. warranty. 

Humour is in the Eye of the Beholder 
 A married couple was sitting in a fine restaurant when the 
wife looks over at a nearby table and sees a man who is obvi-
ously inebriated. Throughout the main course, she occasionally 
glances over at the partier.  
 During the dessert, the husband asks "I notice you've been 
watching that man for some time now. Do you know him from 
somewhere?" 
 "Yes" she replies, "He's my ex-husband, and he has been 
drinking like that since I left him seven years ago." 
 "That's remarkable" the husband replies after a pause, "I 
wouldn't think anybody could celebrate that long." 
 Services will be held at 2:30 PM Saturday at the White-
court Community Centre. 

The Start of a  
Long Year at School 

 A new teacher was trying 
to make use of her psychology 
courses. She started her class 
by saying, "Everyone who 
thinks you're stupid, stand  
up!"  
 After  a few seconds,  
Byron stood up.  
 The teacher said, "Do  
you really think you're stupid, 
Byron?"  
 "No, ma'am, but I hate to 
see  you standing there all by 
yourself!" 

For the Love of the Game 
 A old Cats football coach had a star quarterback who did-
n’t spend too much time on school work, preferring to dedicate 
himself to his favourite game. The only way the athlete could 
stay on the team would be to pass all his classes, which seemed 
impossible. All of his teachers agreed to go easy on him except 
for one, his math teacher.  
 The coach begged the math teacher to not fail the student. 
Saying nothing, the math teacher agreed only to give the boy 
an oral exam which, if he passed, would count for the class 
credit. The coach came to the exam to support his star player.  
 Quietly, the math teacher asked only one question for the 
exam: "What is two plus two?" 
 "Four," the athlete answered. 
 The football coach went into a panic and yelled, "Give 
him another chance! Just one more chance!" 

 

Your 

With More 

 
706-8833    Valley Mall 

Storewide Sale Now On! 

IS 

Fear Factoring 
 A lecturer teaching medicine was giving a class on obser-
vation. He took out a jar of vinegar liquid. 
 "This," he explained, "is vinegar. To be a doctor, you have 
to be observant of color, smell, sight, and taste."  
 After saying so, he dipped his finger into the jar and put it 
into his mouth. His class watched in amazement as he did this 
again, without a change in his expression.  
 Being the good students that they were, the jar was passed, 
and one by one, they dipped their finger into the jar and put it into 
their mouths. Try as they might, most could not keep a poker face.  
 After the last student was done, the lecturer shook his 
head. "If any of you had been observant, you would have no-
ticed that I put my second finger into the jar and my third fin-
ger into my mouth." 

Al’s Computer  
Services  

 

Did you know that 80% of all 
computers are infected with 

Spyware? 
 

 Is your computer Slow? Do you get 
pop ups? Do you receive a lot of 

spam? 
 

If so, then your computer may be 
infected with Spyware, Viruses or 

Trojans. 
 

 For Spyware, Virus, and Trojan 
removal as well as general re-
pair and computer services, 

Call Alan Osborne 706-4272 – 
Best rates in town! 

 

 We also offer private computer tutoring 
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Skateboards 
Snowboards 

& More 

 

  

 

Same Day Service 
► Industrial Cleaning 
► Linen Rentals 
► Alterations 

778-6781 

Valley Centre Mall 

NOW 

OPEN! 

Plaza 51 - 4911 51 Ave. 706-8882 

Answer from p. 1 - Palaver. From the Portuguese palavra, speech, 
alteration of Late Latin parabola, speech. It is interesting that a previ-
ous meaning of the word was a  parley between European explorers 
and representatives of local populations, especially in Africa. 

Support Whitecourt’s Team Tireless 
When: June 11 & 12 
Event Description: The MS 150 consists of a two day bicycle tour 
starting and ending in Leduc, with an overnight stay in Camrose. There 
are over 1,000 cyclists that participate, making this the largest tour in 
Canada.  
The Mission: To be a leader in finding a cure for Multiple Sclerosis 
and enabling people affected by MS to enhance their quality of life. 
Background: It has been sixteen years since the inception of the Le-
duc/Camrose MS 150 Bike Tour. The tour has proved to be a great suc-
cess, with millions raised overall for Multiple Sclerosis research and for 
helping families financially who bear the costs of the disease. 
Team Tireless from Whitecourt is a leading contributor to the effort. 
Last year Darcy, Colten and Cassandra Trigg, along with Peter Bos 
raised $30, 171 for the event.  
Cheques can be made payable to: 
MS 150 Bike Tour c/o Darcy Trigg 
Box 1664; Whitecourt, Alberta; T7S 1P4 
Any donations may be sent to the above address (a receipt will be is-
sued). All donations are tax deductible. 
Phone Contact: Darcy at (780) 778-8450 

Join in with Celebration 2005 
 Celebration 2005 is about putting actions to the words “Love your 
neighbour as yourself”. This is a national, inter-denominational event, 
with heavy participation from Whitecourt Christian communities. It’s 
a 2 day party!  
June 4, 2005 - Concert in the Park is a day of celebration and music 
for all ages, taking place at the Rotary Park/Rodeo Grounds.  
FREE - admission, hot dogs & drinks and entertainment  
11 a.m.: Kick-off with “Celebrating Seniors” luncheon & live music. 
2 p.m. “Family Fanatics” with a whole lotta kids activities and some 
kick back and relax tunes for the folks. 
6 p.m. “Festival of Friends” wild’n-crazy fun and more music. 
June 5, 2005 - Take a “Step Back in Time” with a multi-
denominational old-fashioned Heritage Park Festival. This event is 
held at the Forestry Interpretive Centre & Heritage Park. 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Dress in 1900’s attire. Bring along your picnic basket. Games, music, 
antique/heritage displays in a spirit of community. Have your photos 
taken while sitting in a vintage Model T. 
June 12, 2005 - Community Prayer Walk & National Wind-up 
Prayer Walk starts at 2pm and then we will all meet up at the Curling 
Rink at 3pm to Celebrate nationally via live satellite hook-up. Let your 
light shine with others.  

Contract or Contact Bridge 
 While giving a physical the doctor noticed that 
his patient’s shins were covered with dark bruises, 
some fresh and some fading. 
 “Tell me,” said the doctor, “do you play hockey 
or soccer?”  
 “Neither,” said the man. “My wife and I play 
bridge.” 

 

 

 Stressed Out? 
Need to Relax? 

Sheila (Pat) Dunham 
 

Certified Reflexologist 
Ear Candling 

 

Workshops Available 
 

(780) 778-3140 
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All collectibles & 
Antiques, including 

Furniture!

61&!pgg !
)891*!889.7134!!!!Njeupxo!Nbmm!

 

  

Ron’s  
Cards 

& Comics 

778-3270 

Over 2500 VHS  
Movies on Sale! 

Collectibles 
Movies on DVD 
Books & More 

Next to Canadian Tire 

  

Tastebuds 
Open Mon - Fri 

8 am to 4 pm 
Daily Hot Specials 
Soup - Sandwiches 
Catered Lunches 

Desserts 
Cappuccino 

 

5110 - 50 Ave 
Across from 7 - 11 

778-2600 

  

 

The Office Lounge 
 ‘Your Downtown Meeting Place’ 

Whitecourt’s Premier  Karoke 
 

Now THURSDAYS  
FRIDAYS 

& SATURDAYS 

Midtown Mall    778-5535 

Pool  Music Great Food VLTS  

 

4911- 51 Ave    •     (780) 778-3470    

Savings Storewide 
Open 10 am to 5 pm Mon. -  Sat. 

AT  P L A Z A  5 1  

 Living With the Big ‘C’ 
By Brian Roth 
     How  would you describe cancer?  I mean, we all know 
what cancer is, and what it does to our lives.  But how  would 
you describe cancer in music and song? 
     Vicki Gray is an attractive, slender  young woman with 
sparkling eyes and a sharp witt.  She is a music teacher, mother, 
songwriter, and cancer survivor.  When she was diagnosed with 
breast cancer she decided to put her experiences to words and 
music.   
 The result is a remarkable CD called “LIVING WITH 
THE BIG C”, a reflection of her hopes and feelings during her 
treatment. 
     Vicki recently performed he CD in a concert at the Heritage  
Centre.  Her narrative of her ordeal, blended with songs from 
her CD, was a unique insight into the world of a cancer survi-
vor. 
     From the first moment of discovery to the final chemo treat-
ment, Vicki takes us on her journey of self discovery.  We get a 
very real sense of the emotions  a cancer survivor endures.  
Sometimes we cry with her, and sometimes we laugh, from the 
beginning of her journey to the end. 
     Vicki Gray has a story to tell.  Her story is one of hope and 
courage.  I encourage to buy one of her CD’s to support her and 
cancer research. 

One for the Ladies 
 Q: How do you keep your husband from reading 
your e-mail?  
 A: Rename the mail folder to "instruction manuals."  

(Continued from page 1) 
 As most Whitecourt residents are well aware, Rosnau 
was subjected to a rough ride, along with two other new coun-
cillors, for mistakes made early in her first term. The effect of 
this on her the health of her family and herself has led her to 
decide to step down. Rosnau ended her letter of resignation 
with thanks for those who supported her and for being given 
the opportunity to serve the community. 
 Mayor Thain commented he was sad to see Rosnau leave 
and wishes her the best of luck in future endeavours.  The 
town press release on this matter is as follows: Shannon Ros-
nau submitted her resignation from Whitecourt Town Council; 
Council accepted her resignation with regret. Administration 
will bring information back to Council at its next Regular 
Meeting with respect to a by-election. 
 The next Regular Meeting of Council will be on Monday, June 13. 

Five Tips for Summer Relaxation 
 1. Plan vacation activities in advance. Ensure you get the 
summer break you really want.  
 2. Pack accordingly. Be sure to bring bug repellant, light-
weight clothing and appropriate shoes for the environment. 
And don't forget the First Aid kit.  
 3. Protect your home. Have someone check on things 
while you're away. After a relaxing getaway, you don't want to 
return to a yard of weeds and a newspaper-covered front porch.  
 4. Extend your vacation. Work remotely for a few addi-
tional days and stay in touch with important issues via the 
Internet. Netscape accelerated Internet service, for example, 
only requires a phone line for a higher speed connection - 
even in remote environments.  
 5. Have fun and relax.summer only comes once a year.  
- News Canada   
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 VCS Introduces 
Accelerated 

Dial-up 
5x to 7x 
Faster 

Ideal for Acreages 

Call for Details 
1-877-838-8448 

www.vennercs.com  

 

5108 50 Ave.  (Across from 7-11) 

G r a b  y o u r  G e a r 
Mon - Wed  10 - 6 
Thursday  10 - 9 
Fri & Sat 10 - 6 
778-2213 - Shop 
779-3895 - Cell 

- Riding Gear  - Hoodys 
- FOX   - Flags 
- band shirts - THOR 
- SHIFT  - shoes 

and more... 

Opening Soon 
 

The Comfort 
Zone 

 

coffee, tea 
room & bakery 

 

PERSONABLE - ATTENTIVE - CONSIDERATE - RESPONSIBLE 

REGISTERED - PROFESSIONAL - EXPERIENCED - ETHICAL 

Gift Certificates available, & already gift wrapped. 
Would you like to pick it up, or have me drop it off to you? 

WELCOME SUMMER! - June 21st. 

778- 
6898 

Since  
1989 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! - June 19th 

(Continued from page 1) 
Survey crews, seismograph 
parties, geologists and other 
related personnel were much 
in evidence throughout the 
local area. Traveling by riv-
erboat. four-wheel drive and 
whatever means could be 
found these people plotted, 
graphed and logged reports 
for the government and in-
terested oil companies. 
 Without oil, it was esti-
mated that Alberta would 
have been in the economic 
doldrums during the 1950’s. 
Canada itself was feeling a 
financial pinch as a result of 
ringing up huge trade defi-
cits from U.S. imports, even 
while Canadian goods and 
raw materials flowed to help 
rebuild war-torn Europe on 
credit. The Bank of Canada 
governor, following ortho-
dox finance, was calling for 
stringent action to protect the 
country’s foreign exchange 
position in the very month 
that Leduc No. 1 blew in. 
Literally billions poured into 
Alberta in the next decade to 
develop the oil industry. As 
author James G. MacGregor 
wrote in A History of Alberta 
“not only had oil put chicken 
on every Albertan’s table but 
it saved every Canadian’s 
bacon”. 
 Harry Johnson recalls 
guiding one of the first oil 
exploration parties to go 
west from the Whitecourt 
area in 1949 or 1950. “A 
geologist from the Univer-
sity of Alberta, Dr. R. -
Folinsbie, employed by 
Stanolind Oil Co. for the 
summer, wanted to plot the 

surface geology along the 
Athabasca River. So Dr. Fo-
linsbie, a young student ge-
ologist with him, and myself, 
loaded 8,000 pounds of 
equipment and supplies in-
cluding three barrels of gaso-
line on the boat. We headed 
up river — lots of boats came 
down the river at that time 
but none went up, everyone 
said it couldn't be done. We 
were out about one month, 
stopping at various points on 
the way so the geologists 
could plot their graphs and 
measure elevations and so on. 
They pointed out several 
spots where they were sure 
oil would be found and sure 
enough, later developments 
proved them right. 
 We also took several 
'foot' trips away from the 
river — did as much hiking 
and tramping around, as river 
boating. We went up beyond 
Hinton — had no way of tell-
ing exactly where we were as 
there wasn't much there in 
those days and all there was 
for a map was a piece of pa-
per with a line marked Atha-
basca River on it! All there 
was at Hinton was a hotel, 
one store, post office, garage 
and half dozen or so houses. 
On the way back my boat 
engine quit just below Hinton 
so I unloaded the fellows and 
stuff and floated down to 
Whitecourt for repairs. Didn't 
think I'd make it through 
some of the back eddies 
around the islands — it was 
pretty hectic — but made it 
okay, and in one day too. All 
it was, was a burnt coil, so I 
got it fixed and went back to 

pick up the fellows." 
 Harry made several trips 
upriver guiding oilfield per-
sonnel. On one such expedi-
tion they apparently ended up 
in Jasper Park, which they did-
n't realize until the park war-
den politely told them that 
they were in forbidden terri-
tory. The warden was some-
what amazed to hear they had 
come from Whitecourt — no 
one else ever had. 
 In 1951 Canadian Fina 
Oil Ltd. purchased the million 
acre West Whitecourt Block 
from the Provincial Govern-
ment. Subsequently, Pan 
American Petroleum Corpora-
tion and the Hudson's Bay Oil 
and Gas Co. Ltd. joined Cana-
dian Fina in the development 
of the block. 
 Fina drilled their first 
well in March 1954, which 
turned out to be a dry hole. 
The second well drilled in 
March 1955 (12-36-59-15 
W5) was the big one — the 
discovery gas well of the 
Windfall field. Development 
over the next five years 
brought in eleven more good 
producers. 
 The Beaver Creek field 
was discovered in 1956 about 
twenty-seven miles to the 
southwest of Windfall. In the 
following year, Hudson's Bay 
Oil and Gas, which operated 
the Beaver Creek field, opened 
the Pine Creek field. This was 
just north but adjacent to the 
Beaver Creek field. 
 Joint ownership of these 
three fields gave rise to a 
unique and interlocking recov-
ery process. The aim was to 

(Continued on page 7) 
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778-2171 
3855 38th Ave 
(Block North of  

Kal Tire) 

Auto Glass & Accessories 
Written Repair Guarantees 

 

Angele Laplante  
Student of Massage 

All the Best of Luck to 
my Fellow Grads! 

 

Located with Gail at 
Earthway Massage  

 

Phone: 
(780) 706-9672 
(780) 706-3190 

 RAGE’IN 
Enterprises 

• Landscaping 
• Hydro Seeding 
• Line Painting 
• Skid-Steer  
    Services 
(780) 706-9673 (cell) 

(780) 706-3190 

 

WHITECOURT AUTO SALES 

Financing & Warranty Available 
Consignments & Trades Welcome  

Come see Wayne for a  
deal on a used vehicle 

you can trust. 

Help your vehicle keep 
its value with an interior 
steam cleaning 

Book Today! 

778-8808 
5801 Hwy St. 

Corner of Hwy 43 
And 32 South 

 
 

Home Made Fresh & Tasty Pizza, Pasta & Donairs 

FREE DELIVERY 
(With a minimum. $15 order, after 4:00 pm) 

778-3500 
5009 - 52 Ave 
(Across from Town Office) 

 

With coupon only. Limited time offer. 

Family pack 
• 2 Medium Pizza 

with 2 toppings  
• 12 wings 
• 2 Litre 

Pop $25
.99  

recover the maximum amount of gas, sulphur and hydrocar-
bons. Before proceeding with large scale development, a pilot 
program was carried out to test the validity of the operation. 
Canadian Fina operated the initial part of the pilot program 
which centered in the Windfall field. 
 Peter Cotsworth, Operations Manager of Petrofina related 
that "because of the isolation of the area and the need to have 
senior people available in time of emergency and for safety 
reasons, it was considered necessary to house key operating 
people near the scene of operations in the field. In those days 
there was no bridge over the Athabasca and the trip from either 
Whitecourt or Edson could take as much as four hours. 
 The Windfall housing project went up quickly. Starting in 
the middle of the bush on a selected site, all the utilities includ-
ing sewer, water, gas, electricity, street lighting, roads and side-
walks were installed and operating within seventy days. As 
well, ten houses were completed and occupied by families. The 
houses were over 1,050 sq. ft. and had full basements with de-
tached garages and paved driveways. Phase II of the project 
saw the erection of seven more houses, an apartment building 
and a three room school.. 
 The Plant and Pipeline group of W. Palmer, R. Cunning-
ham and A. Petrunic did the design and field supervision for 
the pilot project. The housing and civil works were designed 
and constructed under the direction of Peter Cotsworth and 
Lew Rizzo. All the work was under the management control of 
J. E. Baugh, Fina's Chief Engineer at that time.” 
 There were twenty five Fina employees hired for the pilot 
plant and field operation. Some of the Fina names connected 
with the first operation which may be remembered in White-
court are Frank Klein, Field Superintendent; Jim Ankle, Drill-
ing Supervisor; Harold Noyes, Engineer; and F. Atkinson, 
Plant Foreman. 
 The pilot project met with success. The result was that Pan 
American built a new, larger scale plant at Windfall, named the 
West Whitecourt Plant. This went on stream in April, 1962. 
Pan American employees operated the new plant and Fina em-
ployees continued to operate the field. A company brochure 
explains the gathering and process system as follows: 
 "Gas from the Windfall field is transmitted into the plant 
for processing — extracting and stabilizing the condensate, and 
sweetening the gas. To ensure the greatest recovery of conden-
sate, it is necessary to maintain the high pressure in the Wind-
fall field. To accomplish this, Pine Creek gas is piped to Wind-
fall and injected into that reservoir through wells near the outer 
limits of the field. This injection pushes the wet gas towards the 
Windfall producing wells, thus preventing the loss of a valu-
able liquid resource. After the processing, the residue gas is 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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   4919 51 Ave.  -    780.779.0090 

Elva Roche 
Realtor 
Cell: 706-1502 
Res: 778-3797 

LIST TODAY - EXIT TOMORROW 

Now is the time to list. 
Come see Elva at Exit Realty Results. 
Call for Your Free Evaluation. 

 

Sun - Thurs. 4:00 pm to Midnight 
Fri. & Sat.  4:00 pm to 1:00 am 

Last call 1/2 hour before closing 

Also pasta, subs, donairs, 
chicken, shrimp, fish & chips, 
fries w/gravy, poutine & more.  

PIZZA SHACK 
Phone 778-5151 
5115 - 50 Avenue 
( B e s i d e  R o y a l  B a n k )  
Free In-Town Delivery (orders $10+)  

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE 
QUALITY MAKES! 

  

Call: (780) 778-2573   
www.fleetair.whitecourtweb.com 

Mobile air conditioning service 
for heavy equipment.... 

CALL BEFORE YOU LOSE YOUR COOL 
       Gordon Jackman 
       Journeyman heavy duty mechanic 
       Journeyman motor vehicle mechanic  

 

778-6628 ‐ 5112 50 St (Main St) 

City 

Prices 

The Party Store 
with more 

Page Cleaning Agent  
for all your dry-cleaning and clothing repair 

needs. Specializing in leather and suede. Pick 
up on Mondays and Thursdays. 

The picnic and BBQ season is upon 
us and we have the largest selection 

of paper products and cutlery to 
make it easy. From Styrofoam to 

plastic or paper we carry it all. For 
fun at the picnic we have water 

guns, water balloons 
and Frisbees. 

Also we have all your 
Canada Day needs. 

sold and transported via pipelines to the group's customers.The 
hydrogen sulphide gas that remains after the sweetening proc-
ess is fed into the sulphur plant which is owned by Texas Gulf 
Sulphur Inc. situated at Windfall and operated by Pan Ameri-
can." 
 The sulphur recovery process is as follows: "The first 
stage in the sulphur manufacturing process consists of burning 
the hydrogen sulphide gas with air in a furnace, then cooling it 
in a boiler to form liquid sulphur. This stage removes 60% of 
the sulphur. By using a process of passing the burned gases 
through a catalytic converter and condenser and then repeating 
this process a total sulphur recovery of 95.5% was obtained. 
(A further process increased this recovery to 98%.) The re-
maining gas is burned to form sulphur dioxide and released to 
the atmosphere through a 400' stack.” 
 With the new main plant in operation, better access than 
the four hour commute was needed. The owners constructed a 
new road which left the paved Edmonton - Grande Prairie 
Highway seventeen miles west of Whitecourt. The major hur-
dle in building this road was the construction of a steel and 
concrete bridge over the Athabasca River. Ten months and 
half a million dollars later the bridge was completed in time 
for the plant to go into production in April 1962. 
 The C.N.R. mainline stopped at Whitecourt in those days, 
so it was necessary to build a spur line from Whitecourt to the 
new plant. Bridging, ballasting and track laying took almost a 
year and was completed in November 1962. Texas Gulf made 
their first shipments in December 1962. 
 With the bridge over the Athabasca, the commute was 
now only 30 minutes, so that the necessity for the Windfall 
Fina housing project disappeared. In 1966 the families moved 
into new houses in Whitecourt. The homes were moved to Fox 
Creek where they are today. 
 The 51 Pan American employees at the new West White-
court plant also required housing. An area on the hilltop at 
Whitecourt was purchased from the Department of Forestry 
and several three bedroom homes were built. This is the pre-
sent day McLeod Drive housing area on the hilltop in White-
court, with the houses now privately owned. 
Pan American’s office was built on the hilltop as well, con-
nected by radio and telephone to Windfall. The Fina office 
remained at Windfall until 1970. 
 Some of the personnel originally involved in the White-
court office and Windfall plant were as follows: Errol Wagner, 
Area Superintendent (who remained here from August, 1961, 
until his retirement from the company in July, 1974); Robert 
Lofland, Plant Foreman; Fred Atkinson, Process Foreman: 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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 Midtown Mall  ♦  706-3547 

June Brides 
Dazzle him with  
Pearls & Crystal  
Jewelry 
Captivate him  
with  
Blush Lingerie 

HILLTOP 
HIGHWAY 

EXPOSURE 
2,400 SQ. FT.  

SHOP, LARGE 
FENCED YARD, 
TWO OFFICE 
BUILDINGS. 
FOR LEASE 

CALL 778-3597 

Kyoto Protocol Part 2 
 The publication of part 2 of the Kyoto Protocol story has 
been delayed, due to the introduction of the Whitecourt com-
munity currency and the accompanying story on page 1. An 
interesting development is that economist Mark Anielski is en-
gaged in a pilot project in Leduc, to research better wealth 
measurements than the traditional, and obsolete, Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP).  

God’s Abundance  
 The children were lined 
up in the cafeteria of a 
Catholic elementary school 
for lunch. At the head of the 
table was a large pile of ap-
ples. The nun made a note, 
and posted on the apple tray, 
"Take only one. God is 
watching."  
 Moving further along 
the lunch line, at the other 
end of the table was a large 
pile of chocolate chip cook-
ies. One child whispered to 
another, "Take all you want. 
God is watching the apples." 

 

 

 
K & C MediaWorks 

778-5577 ♦ 4907 52 Ave. 
WhitecourtWeb.com 

New & Used Computers 
Repairs and Upgrades 

Professional Web Design 

Good Advice, For the Wrong Reason? 
 (NC)-Home renovations can feel like non-stop spending, 
but here's a way to save.  
 The EnerGuide for Houses Retrofit Incentive developed by 
Natural Resources Canada provides grants to homeowners who 
make energy efficiency improvements based on an EnerGuide 
for Houses evaluator's recommendations. The average grant is 
$650. Get an EnerGuide for Houses home energy evaluation, 
before renovations begin in order to be eligible for a grant. For a 
fee, an independent energy advisor will evaluate your home en-
ergy use and waste. A customized report will provide you with 
recommendations on steps to take.  
 Implement the suggestions during your renovations, then 
request a post-retrofit evaluation and find out how much your 
home's energy efficiency has improved! Find local service pro-
viders by visiting www.energuideforhouses.gc.ca or by calling 
1-800-387-2000.  
 Homeowners who have renovated after using the Ener-
Guide service are saving, on average, four tonnes of greenhouse 
gases per year and achieving average energy savings of 27%. 
Saving greenhouse gas emissions and saving money. That's part 
of taking the One-Tonne Challenge. Find out more at 
www.climatechange.gc.ca. - News Canada 
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  Tiddlee Winx 
Toys n' Stuff 
“Classic Toys n' Treats for all Ages!” 
(780) 778-5822 ♦  Midtown Mall 

 

Childcare Drop-In Centre 
4752 - 51 Ave.  
778-5010 

 

778-2917  5116- 50 Ave 
5 Pin & 10 Pin  

Welcome to the Kid’s 
Stuff page. Content and 
sponsorship 
arranged by 
Tiddlee Winx 

City 

Prices  

(780) 778-6628  
5112 50 St (Main St) 

The Party Store 
with more 

Midtown Mall 

 

Totally Covered is 
pleased to Announce 
the Expansion of their 
store….as well as new 

KID’s Klothes 

 

We are very excited to announce that we have moved down the hall at Midtown 
Mall into the space where Floral Impressions was. Come check out our new store!! 

    Check out  www.tiddleewinx.com  to see our toys and candy!!! 

We Have Moved!!!!   

Come and register your 
birthday with us…and re-
ceive a special surprise!!
…and have your birthday 
HERE! On this page!!!!!!! 

PLAY DATES are 
coming back!! 

Come on in and 
register, you don't 
wanna miss out! 

JELLY BELLY FUN 
FACT: Did you know 
that the name Jelly 

Belly was inspired by 
the rhyme with Lead-

belly, a 1920s blues 
singer??? 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
       TO YOU!!!! 
Vicki Nicholls June 4 

Have a GREAT 
Day!!!!!!!! 

Rent a lane and 
get a 

pizza or 
platter! 
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 April Beaulac, Certified Relaxation Thera-

Beside Timio’s 
(You can enter from 
Main Street or the 
backdoor - just go 
down hallway or 

walkthrough) 

 ALTA TECH ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  

Call (780) 706-2696    Fax: (780) 778-5350 

Site Assessment Phases 1 - 2 & 3 
See: www.altatechenv.com 

Phone Option 
 (NC)-By now you've 
likely heard a great deal about 
"VoIP," (Voice over Internet 
Protocol), yet you may still 
have questions about whether 
this new technology is right for 
you.  
 First, it's important to un-

derstand exactly what VoIP 
does. Essentially, VoIP is a 
technology that transmits tele-
phone calls over the Internet. 
 When you purchase a 
VoIP package, you don't start 
shouting into your computer or 
wait for your computer to start 
ringing. Generally, when you 

place a VoIP call, you 
simply set up an adaptor 
that connects to your ex-
isting high-speed Internet 
connection. Then you can 
dial the way you always 
have with your existing 
phone. You don't even 
need to turn on your actual 

computer to make a VoIP call. 
However, you can still use your 
computer while talking on the 
phone.  
 You may also be curious 
as to why anyone would want to 
switch from a traditional phone 
service to a VoIP service. Cer-
tain services, such AOL Can-
ada's TotalTalk, offer unlimited 
local calls, inclusive long dis-
tance minutes in North America 
and competitive international 
calling rates. If you have a 
broadband Internet connection, 
you can save money because 
you don't need to pay the addi-
tional cost for a line just to 
make telephone calls.  
 Real value also comes with 
flexible features that suit your 
calling habits. Voice mails can 
be sent in email format, calls 
can be forwarded to new num-
bers, or to two numbers in dif-
ferent area codes. In the true 
AOL tradition of helping users 
adjust to new technologies, cus-
tomer service can walk novice 
users step-by-step through how 
to best use their VoIP service. 
Finally, people you call don't 
need any special equipment - 
just a regular telephone.  
 Move over Alexander Gra-
ham Bell, here comes VoIP.  
- News Canada 

New Technology, 
Same Jokers 

 Hi. This is John: If you are 
the phone company, I already 
sent the money. If you are my 
parents, please send money. If 
you are my financial aid institu-
tion, you didn't lend me enough 
money. If you are my friends, 
you owe me money. If you are a 
female, don't worry, I have 
plenty of money. 

I've taken a vow of poverty. To 
annoy me, send money. 
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TRUCK REPAIRS - MACHINE SHOP - WELDING  
FIELD MECHANICS - FORESTRY & OILFIELD 

24 HR. SERVICE - APPROVED INSPECTION STATION 
(780) 778-3184 or 1-800-665-0864 

(780) 778-2770 - 5320 48 AVE  

 
 

MAPS & XL LAMINATOR 
SAFETY ACCESSORIES - HELMETS 
TIRES - RAMPS 
PUMPS & GENERATORS  
HONDA ENGINES  
CHAIN SAWS & MORE 

REPAIR MOST BRANDS ATVS, 
LAWNMOWERS, CHAINSAWS , SLEDS 

(Just East of  
Quality Inn) 

 

4807- 50 Ave.  Bus: 780-778-2016  Fax: 780-778-6619 

Serving Whitecourt and Area for Over 18 Years 

Mon to Wed & Sat 9:30 am to 6 pm 
Thursdays & Fridays 10:00 am to 8 pm 

Open Sundays 12 noon to 4 pm  

 

EXTEN
DED 

HOURS 

Authorized Master Dealers  
For Creative Door Services 

C a l l : ( 7 8 0 )  7 7 8 - 2 0 6 6   3 8 3 9 - 3 8  A v e   

 

S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  O v e r h e a d  D o o r   
I n s t a l l a t i o n  &  S e r v i c e 

Can-Do Services 
*What goes up, must come down* 

(Continued from page 1) 
incorporated into the Whitecourt Dollars project. In the mean-
time, $500 of Whitecourt Dollars will be put into circulation 
through a draw which has been previously held and donations. 
An additional $200 has been issued for purchase, at a maximum 
of $50.00 per person. The first four people can buy these at K 
& C Graphics. 
 At this time, only $10 bills are available, but 20's, 5's, 2's 
and 1's are being worked on. Each bill has a theme. The $10 bill 
has a heritage theme, while the $20 will have an fishing, hunt-
ing and canoeing theme; the blue $5 will have a sports theme, 
that will include snowmobiling and riverboating; the orange $2 
will have an oil and gas theme; and the green $1 bill will have a 
forest industry theme. We are still looking for photos for the 
community currency and if you would like to volunteer a snap-
shot for consideration, it would be most appreciated. You can 
drop off the photo at K & C Graphics and it will be returned 
after it is scanned.    
 The production process is currently local. K & C Graphics 
prints the Whitecourt Dollar on a special paper, stamps in-
dented serial numbers on them using a compressed-air driven 
numbering machine and then embosses them with a partial cor-
porate seal. The money then goes to Plaza 51, where Betty 
VanDerKruys at Herbal Magic and Eleanor Shrum at the Furni-
ture Den Clearance Centre both sign the bills to make them 
valid. They also record the serial numbers issued.  
 Merchants can limit their exposure by accepting a maxi-
mum of $50.00 Whitecourt Dollars per shopper. All told, it 
would cost a potential counterfeiter more to make the bills than 
they could gain, while they would still face significant criminal 

fraud charges, including forgery and illegally copying and 
using a corporate seal. In addition to the above, there will be 
an unobtrusive, unpublished anti-counterfeiting device on the 
bills. After the test phase is over, it is planned to have a large 
issue of bills printed by the same company that prints the Ca-
nadian dollar. This company incorporates such things as fluo-
rescent serial numbers, copy proof features and paper that has 
a security watermark embedded into it.  
 The Whitecourt Dollar Community Project is in the 
process of forming a non-profit organization, or partnering 
with an existing organization. The following was adopted 
wholesale, with permission, from the Toronto Dollars web-
site. It gives a basic overview of the project. 
Whitecourt Dollar Mission Statement: 
 The work of the Whitecourt Dollar is to encourage more 
caring social and economic relationships among people from 
the community, business and government sectors -- and par-
ticularly among those in the community in greatest economic 
need. 
 The Whitecourt Dollar is a local currency that benefits 
the community by: 
• strengthening the local economy and supporting new 
businesses  
• keeping your money working and circulating locally  
• bringing decision-making back to the community  
• creating new employment opportunities  
• supporting community projects with the funds received 
from the 10% merchant contribution  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Auto Glass Repairs & Replacements 
Off Road & Industrial Equipment 

4110 41 Ave. ◈ 778-3269 ◈ www.crystalglass.ca 

Residential Glass & Mirror Cut to Size 
Insulated Glass, Mirrored Closet Doors 

►Local Moves 
►Long Distance Moves 
►Free Estimates 
►Storage Facilities 

Phone: (780) 778-5094 
Fax: (780) 778-6615 
Cell: (403) 875-4557 
Toll Free: 1-800-272-5663 
info@whitecourtmoving.com 
www.whitecourtmoving.com 

P.O. Box 359 
3905 35 Street 

Whitecourt, Alberta 
T7S 1N5 

 
 

 

“For All Your Steel Needs Delivered” 

Shop Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 6 am - 6 pm 

Sat: 7 am - Noon 

778-5611 (780
FAX (780) 778-3784 

3423 34 Ave.  

► B Pressure Welding 
► General Repairs 
► Portable Welders 
► Equipment Fabrication 
► Rig Tanks & Flares 
► Burners & Incinerators 

www.schafferswelding.ca 

C.O.R. Certified 
ISO 9001-2000 

Answer from page 1.  The distance to Edmonton is 177 kms 
(110miles) Northwest of Edmonton 

How it works: 
• consumers exchange 10 Canadian dollars for 10 White-
court dollars, or higher amounts, through participating organi-
zations. 
• you spend Whitecourt Dollars as you would Canadian 
dollars at participating businesses. There is a registration fee of 
$49.95 for new businesses.  
• the 10% solution: each time a Whitecourt Dollar is pur-
chased from the Whitecourt Dollar organization, 90 cents is 
deposited in a reserve fund and 10 cents goes to the White-
court Dollar Community Projects Fund  
• businesses can spend the Whitecourt Dollars for services 
or products at other businesses, give staff bonuses, or they can 
redeem their Whitecourt Dollar for 90 cents Canadian. 
 The 10% solution should be of particular interest to peo-
ple of faith, as it brings back the concept of tithing. High, cen-
trally administered taxation had put paid to this old but good 
idea. However, now Whitecourt Dollar users can retain their 
full purchasing power, even while giving 10% to charity. Mer-
chants wishing to cash in their Whitecourt Dollars will pay this 
fee, as they do now for 10% discount sales. Yet the Whitecourt 
Dollars offers them many more promotional possibilities than 
a 10% discount sale. As well, merchants accepting the bills 
can spend them for full face value at other participating mer-
chants. 

Summoning the Courage 
 A Texan walks into a pub downtown and clears his voice 
to the crowd of drinkers. He says, "I hear you boys are a bunch 
of hard drinkers. I'll bet $500 dollars that nobody in here can 
drink 10 pints of your strong Canadian beer back-to-back in 
under 30 minutes." 
 The room is quiet and no one takes up the Texan's offer. 
Steve even leaves. Fifteen minutes later he comes back and taps 
the Texan on the shoulder. "Is your bet still good?" he asks.  
 The Texan says yes, if Steve now feels brave enough, go 
ahead and try. 10 beers are lined up on the bar, and Steve tears 
into them, finishing them off in 9 minutes, not counting the burp. 
 “Wow, that’s some nerve you worked up” says the Texan,  
 Steve says "Nope...I gotta confess. I went to a pub down 
the street to make sure I could do it before I bet."  

(Continued from page 10)  

Proudly Canadian, Locally Owned 

Midtown Mall  -  778-2755 

“Where Help is Just Around the Corner” 

The grass is always greener 
at True Value Hardware 

Green up your lawn with: 
• Lawnmowers 
• Weed eaters 
• Fertilizers 
• Weed killers 
• Garden Hoses 
& accessories 
• Grass Seed 
All this and friendly service too! 
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“Whitecourt’s Most Happening Place” 

Crown & Anchor Pub 

Wing Wednesdays .30 ea.  
Shrimp Saturdays .35 ea. 

(6 pm to 11 pm)  

Valley Centre Mall - (780) 778-1900 

VLTS ◊ ONLINE GOLF ◊ BUCK HUNTER ◊ DARTS ◊ POOL 

Whiteco
urt’s 

 

Best 
Wings! 

Happy Hour 4 pm to 7 pm  
& All Day Sunday 

PHONE: (780) 778-6663   ♦   5809A - 53 Ave.  

*STEEL SALES* *PIPE SALES* 
*PORTABLE WELDING TRUCKS, B PRESSURE* 
*GENERAL REPAIRS & CUSTOM FABRICATION* 

 Find 
Silence & 
Stillness in 
Your Day. 

 

706-3966 
5032 51 Ave 

 

Call 706-7342 for More Information. 

BA JA  V EN TURE S 
Importing Direct - 47cc, 50cc & 110 cc  

2 & 4 Stroke Engines. 
Quads - from $1,500 ♦ Dirt Bikes - from $685 

Choppers - from $1,250 ♦ Racer Bikes - from $545 

We also import Granite Tile and Countertop 
650 pc. Vegas Style poker chip set - $108.00 

John Gunderson, Field Material Supervisor; James Morrow, 
Plant Engineer; George Goss, Area Clerk; Tony Neidermayer, 
Petroleum Engineer and Rene Couteret, Maintenance Foreman. 
 In 1963 another compressor and a Hydrocarbon Recovery 
Unit were added to the West Whitecourt Plant. In 1964, Num-
ber Three Sulphur Unit and additional sweetening were added 
and in 1968 the Number Four Sulphur Unit was incorporated. 
 Mobil Oil, then known as Socony-Vacuum Oil Company 
of Canada Ltd. was the next company to become involved in 
the Whitecourt area in the 50's. The following description of 
Mobil's operations in this area was compiled from information 
supplied by Don Shaw. 
 In December 1956, Mobil spudded their discovery gas 
well in the Carson Lake area. Their discovery oil well was 
spudded in 1957. More producing wells were brought in over 
the next few years and construction was started on a cycling 
plant in 1962. This plant went on stream in December, 1962 
and employed seven people. The oilfield operation required 
five people. 
 The project engineer for the plant development was J. 
Terry of New York. Plant foremen were H. Herrmann and Don 
Shaw, and Field Foremen were H. Rutz and A. Tink. Both Don 
Shaw and Art Tink were transferred to other towns but later 
returned to Whitecourt. 
 In 1965 there was a major addition to the plant when a 
liquified petroleum gases (LPG) section was built. At this time, 
the plant and field operation required forty- one employees and 
another twenty-four employees were required for the Rainbow 
Lake operation in Northern Alberta. Many of these Rainbow 
Lake employees maintained homes in Whitecourt. 
 Mobil's office was originally located in a trailer on top of 
the Whitecourt hill, in a trailer court owned and operated at that 
time by Ann and Ian McGregor. The office was moved into the 
old cafe portion of the motel and used until 1969. Then it was 
moved to a new trailer on 50th Avenue and 47 Street. Finally, 
in 1971 the office was moved to a location out at the Carson 
Plant. 
 Mobil purchased land on Wagoner Crescent east of 47th 
Street, and installed water and sewer lines as well as sidewalks. 
The employees' houses or trailers were moved to the lots. The 
lots were then sold to the employees for $550.00 on the payroll 
plan. Two homes were purchased on McLeod Drive for super-
visors. 
 Mobil, too, had to build a network of roads and bridges, to 
go from the main highway out to the plant and its various wells 
and batteries. When the Esso came in to operate the Judy Creek 
field near Swan Hills in 1959, the roads built by Esso and Mo-
bil were joined. The result was there was still no government-
built route between Swan Hills and Whitecourt — only the oil 
road built and maintained by Mobil and Esso. 
 Another major production company to move into the 
Whitecourt area was Pacific Petroleums Limited. Pacific has 
the unique distinction of being the only company to have had a 
gas well within the limits of the Town of Whitecourt. This well 
(11-25-59-12 W5) was situated on the hillside behind White-

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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CANVAS 

TRANSFERS PLAQUE 
MOUNTING 

 

889.5756!!!!!5:31!.!62tu!Bwfovf!

We can transfer any  
photograph to canvas and frame it. 

DEREK SCHLOSSER - WHITECOURT 
780-778-3038 - chearn@cablerocket.com 

Family and Wedding Photography 
“Cherished Moments Captured Forever” 

 Lenora’s  
Art Shop 

 

Lenora Knapp 
Certified Bob Ross Instructor 

Both Adult and 
Children’s Art Classes 

Are Available 

Back to our original location. 
Go south on 32 to Airport 

Turn Left, Go 1/4 mile. 
On left hand side look for white 
corral fence, with silhouettes  

of waving boys 
Art Shop Beside House 

Call: (780) 778-2113 

WE’VE MOVED! 

Answer from page 1.  - Pirates, Buccaneers, Mariners, Vi-
kings 

Alberta SuperNet Meets Rural Milestone 
 Edmonton... Significant progress has been achieved in 
connecting all Extended Area Network communities to Alberta 
SuperNet.  
 With 421 of the 429 communities now ready to handle 
Internet service provider traffic, Alberta Restructuring and 
Government Efficiency Minister Luke Ouellette says, "Meeting 
this milestone is great news for rural communities and their 
local businesses and residents." He adds, "I'm very pleased that 
our new completion plan with Bell and Axia has proven itself 
so quickly, and look forward to June 30, when the majority of 
the schools, libraries, health and government facilities will be 
directly connected to the Alberta SuperNet." 
 Construction of the remaining eight Extended Area Net-
work communities is ongoing with each specific construction 
need being addressed jointly with the community in order to 
ensure that service is available as quickly as possible.  
 This milestone means local service providers can buy 
bandwidth on the Alberta SuperNet and offer high-speed com-
mercial services including Internet access, to rural retail cus-
tomers. Axia NetMedia Chairman and CEO Art Price re-
marked, "Axia is pleased to offer these new services to local 
service providers to enable them to deliver their high-speed 
services in rural communities."  
 "Building Alberta SuperNet is a significant achievement 
in Bell's 125-year history of connecting communities across 
Canada," says Stephen Wetmore, Group President, National 
Markets for Bell. "Albertans are now poised to benefit from 
one of the most advanced IP networks in North America and 
Bell is looking forward to working with the government and 
the private sector to make this network a tremendous success." 
 The Alberta SuperNet is an unprecedented initiative to 
make affordable, high-speed broadband connectivity available 
to all libraries, schools, hospitals and provincial government 
offices throughout the province. The network is comprised of a 
Base Area which links the province's 27 largest communities 
and an Extended Area which includes 402 smaller communities 
across the province. 

If you want your wife to listen and pay undivided attention to 
every word you say, pretend you're talking in your sleep. 
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court Communications. Another Pacific well (4-1-60-12 W5) 
comes very close to the town limits, and was situated just north 
of the Graham Acres Golf Course. 
 The development of Pacific Petroleums is described by 
Pacific personnel: “Development in the Whitecourt area fol-
lowed exploration as early as 1957, but it was in 1967 that Pa-
cific's three discovery wells (10-6-59-10 W5,10-14-60- 11 W5, 
and 10-27-60-11 W5) disclosed estimated marketable reserves 
of approximately 300 billion cubic feet of sweet and relatively 
dry natural gas. 
 The Pacific Petroleums gas treating plant, six miles east of 
the Town of Whitecourt, was completed in November, 1969, 
by National Tank Limited of Calgary with construction of the 
gas gathering pipeline system by Flint Engineering and Con-
struction Limited. The Plant's initial design capacity of 35 
mmcfd dry residue gas was rerated to 50 mmcfd dur- ing con-
struction, (mmcfd means million cubic feet per day.) In 1972 
the Alberta Energy Resources Conservation Board approved a 
30% Increase in throughput to 65 mmcfd raw gas inlet. The 
three original employees involved in operating the plant were: 
R. G. (Bob) Williams, M. J. (Max) Herron and D. (Doug) Mul-
vey. 
 By the early 70’s a total of five personnel are responsible 
for the plant's function as well as operating the eighteen sweet 
gas wells in the system.” 
 Along with the establishment of major oil companies in 
the Whitecourt area, a natural upsurge in supporting services 
evolved. Construction companies were formed or moved in. 
Trucking, hauling and all kinds of oil and gas service industries 
put down roots in Whitecourt. Many of the new ventures grew 
as time went on, becoming an integral part of the healthy 
growth of Whitecourt. 
  The preceding was summarized from Sagitawah Saga by 
Doreen Olecko, along with other source works. 

Trading Jokes 
 A motorist was mailed a picture of his car speeding 
through an automated radar post in the U.S.  A $40 speeding 
ticket was included. Being cute, he sent the police department  
a picture of $40.  No slouches, the police responded with an-
other mailed photo – of handcuffs. 

(Continued from page 12) 

 

Tired of the Rat 
Race? 

 
You Can Make 
$1,000 a Day  

 
For more infor-

mation see 
www.cash-cade.biz 

Dead Horse Consulting Inc.  
  The tribal wisdom of the Dakota Indians, passed on from 
one generation to the next, says that when you discover you 
are riding a dead horse, the best strategy is to dismount.  
 However, in some organizations, because of the heavy 
investment factors to be taken into consideration, often other 
strategies have to be tried with dead horses, including the fol-
lowing: 
• Buying a stronger whip.  
• Changing riders.  
• Threatening the horse with termination.  
• Appointing a committee to study the horse.  
• Arranging to visit other sites to see how they ride dead 

horses.  
• Lowering the standards so that dead horses can be in-

cluded.  
• Appointing an intervention team to re-animate the dead 

horse.  
• Creating a training session to increase the rider's load 

share.  
• Re-classifying the dead horse as living-impaired.  
• Change the form so that it reads: "This horse is not dead."  
• Hire outside contractors to ride the dead horse.  
• Harness several dead horses together for increased speed.  
• Donate the dead horse to a recognized charity, thereby 

deducting its full original cost.  
• Providing additional funding to increase the horse's per-

formance.  
• Do a time management study to see if the lighter riders 

would improve productivity.  
• Purchase an after-market product to make dead horses run 

faster.  
• Declare that a dead horse has lower overhead and there-

fore performs better.  
• Form a quality focus group to find profitable uses for dead 

horses.  
• Rewrite the expected performance requirements for 

horses.  
• Promote the dead horse to a supervisory position.  
• Apply for a government subsidy to retrain dead horses.   

Centennial 
Gear-Up 

 Town Council ap-
proved an additional 
$10,000 for the White-
court and District’s Cen-
tennial Celebration 
Event planned for Sep-
tember 3 and 4, 2005. 
The Centennial Celebra-
tion Committee has a 
number of events 
planned for the weekend, 
including a pancake 
breakfast, family picnic 
with traditional games, a 
pie baking contest, fish-
ing and forestry demon-
strations, musical and 
dance performances and 
much more. For more 
information on the Cen-
tennial Celebration, 
please contact the Cen-
tennial Celebration Com-
mittee at 778-6610. 

Another Good  
History Quote  

 “History is not a work of 
philosophy, it is a painting; it 
is necessary to combine narra-
tion with the representation of 
the subject, that is, it is neces-
sary simultaneously to design 
and to paint; it is necessary to 
give to men the language and 
the sentiments of their times, 
not to regard the past in the 
light of our own opinion.” 
- Chateaubriand  
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Your display ad mailed to every home & business in Whitecourt and Blue Ridge, from as low as $19.95 a month. Call us at 778-5577 to book your AD. 

Mark Your Calendar 
Toxic Round-up 

at the 
Whitecourt 

Firehall 
June 11, 10 am to 2 pm 

See WhitecourtWeb.com or 
Town Website for link to 

more details on this. 
See Page 4 for more June 

Event Listings. 

Gamblers  
Anonymous 

8:00 pm every Tuesday 
United Church 
5201 50 Street 

Call Sue 778-6230 

4907 52 Avenue 
(780) 778-5577 
Circ. 4,590 

Advisor.WhitecourtWeb.com 

Wisdom for  
the Day 

The supreme purpose of 
history is a better world 
- Herbert Hoover 

 

 

Large Format  
Printing Available 

Up to 36” Wide.  
Great for Blue Prints, 

Maps, B & W  
Banners etc. 

K & C Graphics 
778-5577 ♦ 4907 52 Ave. 

WhitecourtWeb.com 
“Your One Stop Copy Shop” 
4907 52 Avenue, Box 861 
Whitecourt, Alberta T7S 1N8 
Phone: (780) 778-5577 
Fax: (780) 778-6666 
E-mail: kcgraph@telusplanet.net 

 

4807- 50 Ave.  Bus: 780-778-2016  Fax: 780-778-6619 

Serving Whitecourt and Area for Over 18 Years 

Mon to Wed & Sat 9:30 am to 6 pm 
Thursdays & Fridays 10:00 am to 8 pm 

Open Sundays 12 noon to 4 pm  

 

EXTENDED 

HOURS 

King Size Beef Kabobs with Salsa Verde 
Prep time: 20 minutes, Marinating time: 1 hour, Grilling time: 
7 to 8 minutes  
Sauce  
• 1 cup lightly packed Italian parsley leaves, with some 

stems attached  
• 1 tablespoon capers, rinsed and drained  
• 2 anchovy fillets, coarsely chopped  
• 2 hard-cooked egg yolks  
• 6 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil  
• 2 teaspoons red wine vinegar  
• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt  
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly cracked black pepper  
• 2 pounds top sirloin, about 1-1/2 inches thick  
• 1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper  
• 1/2 teaspoon granulated garlic  
• 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil  
• 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt  
• 12 slices ripe tomato (optional)  
 
 1. To make the sauce: In a food processor, finely chop the 
parsley, capers, anchovy fillets, and egg yolks. With the ma-
chine running add the oil in a steady stream, then add the vine-
gar, salt, and pepper. The sauce can be made up to one day in 
advance and kept, covered, in the refrigerator. Stir sauce just 
before serving.  
 2. Trim the sirloin of any excess fat and cut into 1 1/2-
inch cubes. Season with the pepper and granulated garlic, 
pressing the spices into the meat. Place the meat in a medium 
bowl, cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for about 1 hour.  
 3. Allow the meat to stand at room temperature for 20 to 
30 minutes before grilling. Add the oil to the bowl, toss to coat 
the meat evenly, and then thread the meat onto skewers. Sprin-
kle with the salt.  
 4. Grill the kabobs on all four sides over Direct High heat 
until cooked to desired doneness, 7 to 8 minutes for medium-
rare, turning four times. Serve warm with the sauce on the side 
and sliced tomatoes, if desired.  
 
Makes 4 to 6 servings  
For more grilling tips and techniques visit 
www.realgrilling.com Recipe from Weber's Real Grilling. 
Used with permission. 
- News Canada 



WeekendWeekend
SpecialsSpecials

allall
SummerSummer

CustomCustom wine wine  
ordersorders

availableavailable  

Open 10 am to 11 pm, dailyOpen 10 am to 11 pm, daily
Mountain Shopping StripMountain Shopping Strip 

The Open Door Café
Downtown Dining
Now Open 8 a.m.
Breakfast $4.95

Midtown Mall • 778-4648

Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.Donald Funk, M.Sc., C. Psyc.
Chartered PsychologistChartered Psychologist    

Clients may access employer orClients may access employer or
insurance health plans for services.   insurance health plans for services.   
Reduced rates are available for Reduced rates are available for 
those without coverage.those without coverage.
Evening appointments available.Evening appointments available.
Confi dentiality assuredConfi dentiality assured..

(780) 706-1340 - 4907 52 Ave. 
www.funkproserve.ca

MediaWorksMediaWorks

Summarized by Dan Parker
 After the discovery of rich 
oil and gas deposits near Leduc 
in 1947, the search for oil all 
over the province was intensifi ed. 
Fifty new oil companies moved 
into Edmonton during the fi rst six 
months of 1949 alone. As author 
and veteran Robert Collins put it, 
you only needed money and the 
guts of a burglar to drill for oil. 
Whitecourt was not overlooked 
during the exploration activities. 

(Continued on page 6)      

Oil & Gas - 1950 to 1960’s

Sports Quiz
What sports teams might you fi nd 
on a ship at sea? (Ans. p. 13)

Whitecourt Quiz
How close can you guess on how 
far it is to Edmonton? (Ans. p. 11)

Vocabulary Test
Conversation; especially talk in-
tended to deceive or fl atter means: 
a) Comstockery  b) Palaver c) Quix-
otic d) Concupiscence. (Ans. p. 4)  

7 7 8 - 8 9 8 97 7 8 - 8 9 8 9
•

•
•

ICE COLD BEERICE COLD BEER

By Dan Parker
 After much research, a 
local or community currency test 
will be carried out in Whitecourt. 
The pilot project is based on 
the successful Toronto Dollars 
model, which had its start in that 
city’s farmer’s market. Now both 
CIBC and the Royal Bank are 
among institutions that issue and 
redeem Toronto Dollars, while 

Zeller’s department store is one 
of the many businesses that has 
joined in the community currency 
initiative. Typing TorontoDollars.
com into an Internet browser will 
take you to their website. 
 After the test phase, 
it is hoped that elements of the 
different, but also successful 
Calgary Dollars model can be 
inco 

Community Currency Test *Celebration 
20052005 in June in June**

(Details page 4)(Details page 4)

 FUNK FUNK
    PROFESSIONAL    PROFESSIONAL
    COUNSELLING    COUNSELLING
 SERVICES SERVICES

LIQUOR

UNLIMITED

(Continued on page 10 )

778-8000  
#2 4911 51 Ave.
www.herbalmagic.ca

Hundreds of meal ideas.Hundreds of meal ideas.
One aisle.One aisle.  

Located in Dynamic PlazaLocated in Dynamic Plaza
Mon - Sat   10 - 8Mon - Sat   10 - 8

Sun - Holidays   12 - 6Sun - Holidays   12 - 6
(780) 778-2599(780) 778-2599

www.mmmeatshops.www.mmmeatshops.comcom 

HERBAL MAGIC OF WHITECOURT HAS HELPED MANY REACH THEIR GOAL WEIGHT AND MAINTAIN THAT GOAL.HERBAL MAGIC OF WHITECOURT HAS HELPED MANY REACH THEIR GOAL WEIGHT AND MAINTAIN THAT GOAL.

Darr in lost 
43 pounds & 63 inches 

Wendy lost 50 pounds
& 48 inches 

As our clients vary, 
so do our results.

JUNEJUNE 2005 2005  — VOL. 3  NO. 6  — CIRCULATION 4,590  — VOL. 3  NO. 6  — CIRCULATION 4,590

Just a few of the 974 Just a few of the 974 
Whitecourtites taking part Whitecourtites taking part 
in the Alberta Active Living in the Alberta Active Living 

Challenge.  See befi tforlife.ca Challenge.  See befi tforlife.ca 
for more info.for more info.

theodore’s den 

is proud to introduce

watch for our June opening
5024 - 51 avenue

across from Vista Theatre THANK YOU TONY FOR THE AWESOME JOB!

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

 Town Councillor 
Shannon Rosnau, citing 
disappointment with the town 
political process, has decided 
to resign.     (Continued on p. 5)  

Councillor 
Moves On

NEW LOCATION
5016 - 51 AVENUE

Across from Vista Theatre
(780) 778-3606

Herbal Magic of  Whitec ourt
celebrates  its 3rd Anniversary 
this month. Drop by and chec k

out our spec ials!

Martin Allard
of Katimavik 

wins $50

Advisor
Whitecourt

FREEFREE
Ta k e  O n eTa k e  O n e

First well in Whitecourt area, spudded 
2 p.m February 24, 1955 out at Windfall


