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WWhile organic food ac-
counts for approxi-

mately 2% of total food sales 
worldwide, the market is 
growing rapidly, far ahead 
of the rest of the food indus-
try. Since the early 1990s, 

C

organic food production has 
been increasing at a rate of 
20 per cent each year, while 
regular food production is up 
by 2 to 3 per cent. Future or-
ganic food growth estimates 

Home 
of the of the 

world’s world’s 
worstworst
jokesjokes

By Jerry Graham
(Ed - the following is a 

fair use, fi rst hand account of 
early days in Whitecourt.)

OOn the left bank of the 
McLeod River, (al-

though the only method of 
direct approach was to ford 
the river), we fi nd Fred Smith 
and Jim Harrop farming. 
Now proceeding south on 
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WWhitecourtWeb.comhitecourtWeb.com

ICE CICE COLD OLD BEERBEER    
Open 10 am to 11 pm dailyOpen 10 am to 11 pm daily
Mountain Shopping StripMountain Shopping Strip  

7 7 8 - 8 9 8 97 7 8 - 8 9 8 9

LIQUOR

UNLIMITED

MIDTOWN MALLMIDTOWN MALL

• New Paved Parking Lot• New Paved Parking Lot
• New Retail Space• New Retail Space
• Courtyard with sitting area• Courtyard with sitting area
• Stage for special events• Stage for special events
• New Physio Therapy Clinic• New Physio Therapy Clinic

Contact Carl: (780) 778-1459Contact Carl: (780) 778-1459

NOW UNDER NOW UNDER 
RENOVATION!RENOVATION!

GaryGary, , 
Arlene and Arlene and 
Staff  wish Staff  wish 

you and you and 
yours all yours all 

the the best in best in 
20072007!!

Taste  of
GreeceGreece

(Cont. page 13)

NOWNOW
OPEN!!!OPEN!!!
Midtown Midtown 

MallMall

Which “Pass” is the 
home of Turtle Mountain 
and, for bonus points, what 
signifi cant historical event 
took place there.

 
a)  Crowsnest Pass

b) Oldman Pass
c) Rogers Pass

d) Pakowki Pass

Answer on page 30.

Growing Organic

          J  JANUARYANUARY 200 20077  — VOL. 5  NO. 1  — VOL. 5  NO. 1            CIRCULATION             CIRCULATION 5,2505,250

Left to right: A. Bowen, Ralph Martin, 
Harry Bowen, Fred Harrison
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‘You’ are the 2006 ‘Person of the Year’

2007 marks the fi fth year 
that the Whitecourt Advisor 
has been in circulation, with 
publication starting in 2003. 
It being a new year, now 
might be a good time to re-
fl ect on this short history. The 
most noticeable issues over 
this time were naturally those 
with some level of contro-
versy, such as the multi-use 
debate, downtown revitaliza-
tion, the roadside attraction, 
and various elections and 
political doings. As is often 
the case, once the dust settled 
and the teapot tempests sub-
sided, the community pulled 
through stronger and better 
than ever. 

To be sure, there are still 
issues, with honest and polite 
differences of opinion some-

would not have come so far, 
so fast, had there not been 
some strong differences of 
opinion to drive political 
development. Nonetheless, 
it was the steady, lower key 
improvements in town, such 
as the development of Ro-
tary Park, the launching of a 
bus service, the extension of 
Spruceview Lodge and so on 
that were the most important 
factors in positive growth.    

On a deeper level, this 
periodical took on the topic 
of how our money system 
really works, being perhaps 
the only mass circulation pa-
per in recent history to do so. 
This is an amazing situation, 
given our mantra of freedom 
of the press.  However, it 
does show that, in compari-

times leading to the politics of 
exclusion. No doubt political 
structures advanced enough 
to rise above this dynamic 

are few and far between at all 
levels of government. Still 
pains one to hear of such 
things. However, all in all, 
it’s likely that Whitecourt 

by Dan Parker

(Continued on page 4)

WHITECOURT 
STATIONERY 

778-6303 • 4915 – 51 Ave. 

Your Full Service 
Offi ce SupplierSpecializing in preventative and Specializing in preventative and 

anti-aging treatments & product.anti-aging treatments & product.
Microdermabrasion - Electrolysis Microdermabrasion - Electrolysis 

Chemical Peels - AestheticsChemical Peels - Aesthetics
Professional - Confi dentialProfessional - Confi dential
FREE CONSULTATIONFREE CONSULTATION

Della Robertson CCE, CPEDella Robertson CCE, CPE -  - 706-2364706-2364 Clinical Day SpaClinical Day Spa  

2 Locations to serve 
you better!

Dynamic Plaza - 779-0058
Open 7:30 am to 8:30 pm
3702 Kepler St - 778-8700
Open 6:00 am to 10:00 pm

We have it all!We have it all!
• Breakfast (until 11 am)

• Soup • Chili
• Hot Sandwiches

• Fresh Sandwiches 
made exactly to 

your taste.
• Salads • Wraps

• Platters and Giant 
Subs for your social 

occasions
• Cash Cards Available 4907 - 52 Ave   ♦   778-2612

open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4 pm
(extended hours starting in February)

personal, business & corporate tax returns

bookkeeping & tax specialists

Phone 778-6898
Massage Therapy (1989)E arthway

Gail Marie Code, R.M.T.
RELAXATION & REMEDIAL MASSAGE THERAPY

“Thank you for the incredible support that you, my new & 
faithful clientele, have shown during the holiday season.  May 
the return of the light illuminate your thoughts and warm your 

heart in the remaining winter days!   Gail” 
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Serving the 
oilfi eld for 

over 30 years.

Call: (780) 778-6220

Crazy George’s 
Audio & Installs

5112 - 50 Ave. - (Across from 7 - 11) - 778-4554

> Home Theatre
> Great Car Audio
> Car Starters

Certified
Reflexologist

Stressed Out?
Need to Relax?

Sheila (Pat) Dunham
• Ear Candling
• Reiki Master
• Workshops 
   Available

(780) 778-3140

True Stories from the Net
Hospital regulations require a wheelchair for patients be-

ing discharged. However, while working as a student nurse, I 
found one elderly gentleman--already dressed and sitting on 
the bed with a suitcase at his feet--who insisted he didn’t need 
my help to leave the hospital. 

After a chat about rules being rules, he reluctantly let me 
wheel him to the elevator. On the way down I asked him if his 
wife was meeting him. 

“I don’t know,” he said.  “She’s still upstairs in the bath-
room changing out of her hospital gown.”

A Friend Indeed
Darrell and his wife Coriene were in a bank, when, sud-

denly, four armed robbers burst in. 
Two of the robbers take the money from the tellers, while 

two others line the customers, including the Darrell and 
Coriene, up against a wall, and proceed to take their wallets, 
watches, etc. While this is going on Coriene jams something 
in Darrell’s hand.

Without looking down, Darrell whispers, “What is this?”
 His wife whispers back, “It’s that $50 I owe you.”

Something new under the sun
A fellow bought a new Mercedes and was out on the inter-

state for a nice evening drive. The top was down, the breeze 
was blowing through what was left of his hair and he decided 
to open her up. As the needle jumped up to 80 mph, he sud-
denly saw fl ashing red and blue lights behind him. “There’s 
no way they can catch a Mercedes,” he thought to himself and 
opened her up further. The needle hit 90, 100.... Then the re-
ality of the situation hit him. “What am I doing?” he thought 
and pulled over. The cop came up to him, took his license 
without a word and examined it and the car. “It’s been a long 
day, this is the end of my shift and it’s Friday the 13th. I don’t 
feel like more paperwork, so if you can give me an excuse for 
your driving that I haven’t heard before, you can go.”

The guy thinks for a second and says, “Last week my 
wife ran off with a cop. I was afraid you were trying to give 
her back!”

“Have a nice weekend,” said the offi cer. 

The Letter of 
the Law

Two lawyers went into 
the restaurant and ordered 
two drinks. Then they got 
sandwiches out of their brief-
cases and started to eat. 

The waiter said, “Hey, 
you can’t eat your own sand-
wiches in here!” 

So the lawyers traded 
sandwiches. 

Donald Funk 
M.Sc., C. Psyc.

Chartered 
Psychologist  

•  Clients may access employer or insurance health  
    plans for services. Reduced rates are available for   
    those without coverage.
•  Evening appointments available.
•  Confi dentiality assured.

(780) 706-1340  ◊  4923 51st Ave. 
www.funkproserve.ca

 FUNK FUNK
    PROFESSIONAL    PROFESSIONAL
    COUNSELLING    COUNSELLING
 SERVICES SERVICES
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Same Day Service
� Industrial Cleaning 
� Linen Rentals 
� Alterations 

778-6781

Valley Centre Mall

Body in
Harmony

•Massage Therapy
•Ion Cleansing

(Ionspa footbath)
Great Rates!

Mandy Tremblay
706-1698

Ask about our pkg deals

Hawking’s Warning
By Gwynne Dyer

 It was vintage Stephen Hawk-
ing.  Last week the world’s most famous 
astrophysicist, receiving the Royal So-
ciety’s Copley Medal, Britain’s highest 
scientifi c award, used the opportunity to 
warn that “the long-term survival of the 
human race is at risk so long as it is con-
fi ned to a single planet.” So we must go, as Buzz Light-Year 
would put it, “to the stars -- and beyond!”

 Hawking fi rst became famous for his triumphant ca-
reer in science despite being almost totally paralysed by mo-
tor neurone disease: the Royal Society’s president, Lord Rees, 
said he had contributed “as much as anyone since Einstein to 
our understanding of gravity.” His best-selling book “A Brief 
History of Time” made him wealthy beyond the dreams of the 
average Cambridge professor of mathematics. At the age of 
64, however, his main concern is the future he will not see.

  “Sooner or later, disasters such as an asteroid colli-
sion or nuclear war could wipe us all out,” Hawking said after 
the ceremony. “But once we spread out into space and estab-
lish independent colonies, our future should be safe. There 
isn’t anywhere like the Earth in the solar system, so we would 
have to go to another star.” 

 By sheer coincidence, just three months ago a deci-
sion was made to take the fi rst baby steps in that direction: 
“We’re going for a base on the Moon,” said Scott Horowitz, 
associate administrator for exploration of the US space agen-
cy Nasa (the National Aeronautics and Space Administration) 
in mid-September.

 It was part of the roll-out of Nasa’s plans for the new 
spacecraft that will replace America’s ageing and accident-
prone Space Shuttle fl eet, which will be retired in 2010.  The 

(Continued on page 28)

s Seltec Computers
778-4501  #6 3702 37 Ave.

Our areas of expertise include: network 
servers, gateways and fi rewalls, network 

security, and network infrastructure, 
high-end business machines and 

high-end gamer machines.

Call us about our high speed 
wireless service if you are within 

12 km of Whitecourt.

son to many other areas of the world, we do live in a rela-
tively ‘free world’, where the most powerful institutions can 
be criticized. That said, it is likely that Alberta is one of the 
few places where it would be possible to complete a series on 
this issue. As usual, the support, and the challenges, on the 
matter came from the most unlikely of places. 

It is, of course, new technology that has made it possible 
to advance freedom of information and true transparency in 
our society. Time magazine has recognized this fact by nam-
ing ‘You’ as their 2006 Person of the Year. The prize was giv-
en for contributions to various alternative media, particularly 
through the Internet (see story page 11). On a related note, The 
Advisor will experiment with more web based information in 
2006 to attempt to tap into more public feedback, with online 
polls, and possibly a bulletin board, in addition to Whitecourt 
Chat and so on. This, along with back issues of the Advisor, 
will be at WhitecourtWeb.com.

The positive result of the better communication lauded 
by Time magazine is twofold. Firstly, it helps protect the free-
doms and the truly civil structures bequeathed to us by our se-
niors and pioneers. Secondly, it will help us resume the amaz-
ing progress of the last century, the better to both enhance 
our individual freedom and to share the wealth that is being 
created in such abundance by our technological wonders. In 
the New Year it is likely improved communications will con-
tinue to help reverse some of the cynicism and apathy that 
has arisen over the last few decades in Canada. And that in a 
nutshell, would mean a good year for one and all.   

(Continued from page 2)

A panhandler who was working Jasper Avenue one day 
approached a dignifi ed businessman going into an offi ce 
building and asked him for some money. 

The man replied, “I’m very sorry, but I never give 
money to people in the street.”

The panhandler replied, “What should I do? Come up 
to your offi ce?
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TRUCK REPAIRS - MACHINE SHOP - WELDING  
FIELD MECHANICS - FORESTRY & OILFIELD 

24 HR. SERVICE - APPROVED INSPECTION STATION 
(780) 778-3184 or 1-800-665-0864 

Town Council Month in Review
November 30, 2006 - At the November 27th, 2006 

Regular Meeting, Whitecourt Town Council had the oppor-
tunity to review and discuss a transportation service pro-
posal from the Whitecourt and Area Transit Society. The 
“Dial A Bus” proposal is intended to replace the current 
Taxi Voucher Program, and will enhance transportation ser-
vices to seniors and disabled residents within Whitecourt 
and area. Budget meetings are scheduled for December and 
January, with the 2007 budget expected to be fi nalized and 
approved in February 2007. Council continues to be sup-
portive of the Society’s plans, and commends the Society’s 
dedication to the enhancement of our community.

Whitecourt Town Council has approved changes to the 
Town’s Snow and Ice Control Policy. Discussion of the pol-
icy was prompted by the recent onslaught of winter weather 
the community has received. The policy has been changed 
to include a provision to commit extra staff and overtime 
if snow accumulation exceeds 15 centimetres (6 inches) to 
ensure that all roads throughout the community are in a safe 
traveling condition. For more information on the Town’s 
Snow and Ice Control Policy, visit www.whitecourt.ca.

The Town of Whitecourt has provided $3,000 to the 
Grande Alberta Economic Region (GAER) to design a stra-
tegic plan in response to the mountain pine beetle infesta-
tion threat. Research will be conducted to study the effects 
that the mountain pine beetle has had on communities in 
British Columbia and a strategic plan, encompassing so-
cial, environmental and social impacts, will be developed 
for how the region could respond to this threat. The study is 
expected to begin in early 2007.

December 12, 2006 - The future location of the 
Whitecourt Rodeo is scheduled for discussion at the De-
cember 18 Policies and Priorities Committee Meeting. The 
topic of re-locating the rodeo from Rotary Park to the Agri-
cultural Society Complex located along Highway #32 was 

(Continued on page 6)

Best Headline 2006
‘Strong wind downs plane’

by The Scotsman

December 7, 2006 - An American Airlines fl ight from 
Washington to Dallas was forced to land in Nashville after a 
Dallas woman lit her fl atulence to disguise its odour. Several 
passengers said they noticed a suspicious smell.

The Dallas woman, who had ignited her fl atulence in the 
lavatory, had not been forthcoming about the burning smell 
noticed by other passengers. All passengers and crew were 
disembarked while the plane and luggage were searched.

A bomb sniffi ng dog located her spent matches and the 
woman admitted to striking a match to disguise odor after a 
“lengthy questioning” by the FBI. She said her fl atulence was 
caused by a medical condition.

A spokeswoman for Nashville airport said “Since there 
was no malice involved and the incident was accidental, she 
was not charged with anything.”

After the fl ight resumed, the woman was not allowed 
back on the plane. - Wikinews

Sources - “Strong wind downs plane”. The Scotsman, 
December 7, 2006 

“Flatulent passenger grounds fl ight”. Reuters, December 
6, 2006 

Associated Press “In-fl ight fl atulence coverup sparks 
emergency landing”. CBC News, December 6, 2006 

The president of Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has 
sent a letter to Pope Benedict XVI which was delivered 
by the Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki.

Vatican City has not released the contents or details of 
the letter, but news agencies in Iran report that the letter 
contains a discussion about the United Nations resolution 
against Iran, which imposes sanctions.

In a statement, the Pope said that he “reaffi rms the 
role that the Holy See intends to carry out for world peace, 
not as a political authority but as a religious and moral one 
... so that peoples’ problems will always be solved in dia-
logue, mutual understanding and peace.”

Ehsan Jahandideh a spokeman for the president of 
Iran’s offi ce states that the letter “is completely non-po-
litical. The president has emphasised in the message that 
cooperation of divine religions will help resolving prob-
lems of mankind.”

There is no word on whether or not the contents of the 
letter will be released to the public. - Wikinews
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8 a.m. to 6 p.m. from Monday to Friday 
(780) 706-5003  •  Midtown Mall

Services:
• Individual Physiotherapy Assessment and Treatment
• Work related injury Assessment and 
   Treatment / Work reconditioning Program.
• Pre-Employment Screening.
• Motor Vehicle Accident Rehabilitation 
• Physical conditioning program
• Manual & Manipulative therapy
• Sports Injury management 
• Fully equipped gymnasium

Referrals accepted from:
• Employers / Safety coordinators
• WCB
• Physicians
• Walk in patients
• Insurance Companies 
• Other Professionals 

Fees covered by:
• WCB (Workers Compensation Board)
• Independent Contracts with Employers
• Extended Health Insurance Plans
• Casualty Insurers (motor vehicle accidents)
• Personal Payment (receipts will be provided)

Jenny’s back, at 

the same location 

under a new name.

4919 - 51 Ave.

706-3598

Walk-ins Welcome

CelebrationsCelebrations
Your One Stop 
Flower Shop

Fresh Flowers - Gifts 

Balloons - Plants 

Wire Service

Greeting Cards

Wedding Supplies

(780) 778-6700  (780) 778-6700  

5012 - 50 Avenue5012 - 50 Avenue

discussed at the December 11 Regular Council Meeting. Town 
Council requested further feedback and information from the 
Rodeo Association on the re-location prior to making a fi nal 
decision. The Policies and Priorities Committee meets at 4:00 
p.m. in the Town Administration Offi ce Boardroom. Mem-
bers of the public are welcome to attend.

Smoking Bylaw No. 1400 takes effect on January 1, 
2007. On that date, smoking will be prohibited in all areas of 
buildings that are open to the public. The Town of Whitecourt 
reminds business owners that in order to comply with the By-
law, signs must be posted in all public buildings and at each 
public entrance. Further details are outlined in Bylaw No. 
1400. For a copy of the Bylaw and required signage, visit the 
Town Administration Offi ce.

The next regular meeting of Council is scheduled for 
Monday, January 8, 2007. Whitecourt Town Council and 
Staff wish you and your loved ones a safe and happy holiday 
and all the best in 2007!

December 15, 2006 - Outdoor Rink Availability. Town 
crews have been diligently working to fl ood and prepare out-
door neighbourhood rinks for recreational use. Weather per-
mitting, maintenance of the Central and St. Joseph outdoor 
rinks will be complete and the rinks will be available for use 
by mid next week. Due to poor ice conditions, recreational 
use of the pond at Rotary Park is not available until further 
notice. Current ice conditions do not permit safe mainte-
nanceand clearing for use, and residents are cautioned to stay 
off the thin ice. Town crews will continue to monitor the ice 
thickness, and when conditions permit, preparation and clear-
ing for recreational use will be a high priority. The Town of 
Whitecourt thanks you for your patience and understanding. 
For further information, please contact the Community Ser-
vices Department at 778-6300. 

December 20, 2006 - Rotary Pond Is Available For Rec-
reational Use Whitecourt skaters and outdoor enthusiasts are 
encouraged to enjoy the pond atRotary Park. The pond is safe 

(Continued from page 5)

for recreational use, however residents are asked to be cau-
tious of the rough ice surface due to ice and snow conditions. 
Town crews will be fl ooding the ice surface on Thursday, De-
cember 21, and will continue to clear and maintain the pond 
at Rotary Park throughout the winter season, weather permit-
ting.

Outdoor rinks at St. Joseph and Central Schools are avail-
able, and Town crews will continue to improve and maintain 
the surfaces. The Town of Whitecourt thanks you for your pa-
tience and understanding in preparing the outdoor recreation 
rinks. For further information, please contact the Community 
Services Department at 778-6300.

Back Country Framing

Pick up & delivery 778-8274

Specialties include cross stitch, 
needlework and petite point.

Anita Krewusik has 14 years 
of professional experience 

picture framing. Her shop is 
located south on Highway 32. 
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‘A Taste  of  Greece ’  ‘A Taste  of  Greece ’  
i s  now open in the  is  now open in the  

Midtown Mall .Midtown Mall .  

Now Offer ing Pizza,  Now Offer ing Pizza,  
Pasta ,  Great Steaks ,  Pasta ,  Great Steaks ,  

Seafood and Original  Seafood and Original  
Greek Greek Food!Food!

Chef George Zigopoulos 
moved to Whitecourt to 

partner in the new restaurant. 
George has been a chef for 
over 40 years, starting out in 
this capacity at the Hilton in 
Athens, Greece. He moved 
to Canada to open his own 

business and ever since has 
run restaurants reknowned for 

their culinary excellence. 

Drop by A Taste of Greece, or the adjacent Offi ce Lounge to dine 
from the extensive lunch and dinner menus.

Come by to see the 
extensive makeover of 
the Offi ce Lounge and 
the former Open Door 
Cafe. Karaoke Friday 

and Saturday from 
9:30 pm to Close in the 

Offi ce Lounge.

— Restaurant 778-4648 - Midtown Mall — Restaurant 778-4648 - Midtown Mall --  778-5535 Lounge778-5535 Lounge — —

Lunch, 
Supper, 

Catering & 
Take-out.

778-4648

Open 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
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Crown & Anchor PubCrown & Anchor Pub
“Whitecourt’s most happening place”
VALLEY CENTRE MALL   778-1900

Renovated & Expanded 
with Fireplace, 

2 Big Screen TV’s & 
Games Room 

Featuring

Virtual Golf  
VIRTUAL GOLF - BUCK HUNTER - DARTS - POOL - VLTS  

778-5151

5115-50 Ave (Beside Royal Bank)

“Taste the difference Quality Makes!”

MIDTOWN MALL  MIDTOWN MALL  ♥♥  706-3547  706-3547

TOTALLYTOTALLY
COVERED

CLOTHINGCLOTHING
Workout WearWorkout Wear

Running Shoes - Gym BagsRunning Shoes - Gym Bags
Puma - Reebok - K-SwissPuma - Reebok - K-Swiss

Dave McConnell stands beside Whitecourt’s new Dial-A-Bus. It seats 12, 
with room for 4 wheelchairs. You can call 706-5755 to arrange a ride. Hours of 
operation are from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with regular service starting up again 
on January 8. This program is available to seniors and persons with physical or 
developmental disabilities who presently qualify for the Taxi Ticket program. One 
day’s notice is required for rides, but exceptions are made where possible. The bus 
is also available for charter services weekends and evenings.

Below, Corina Auger and Cheryl 
Munro of the Chamber of Commerce 
draw the winner of $1,000 Whitecourt 
Bucks. The luck fi rst prize winner 
was Kathy Savage.
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Vive la Sameness
A husband asks: Why do you weep and snuffl e over a TV program and the 

imaginary sadness of people you have never met?
Wife: For the same reason you scream and yell when a man you don’t know 

makes a touchdown.

(780) 778-3302

5012 50th Avenue, 

Whitecourt, 

AB T7S 1P8   Workout Wear
Running Shoes - Gym Bags
Puma - Reebok - K-Swiss

Record Performance

Good News Agency - The Govern-
ment of Jordan has made a strong com-
mittment to destroy all land mines in the 
country by 2009 in accordance with its 
signatory to the International Mine Ban 
Treaty. As the task is signifi cant in scale 
and impact, the Government of Jordan 
has asked for assistance by Norwegian 
People’s Aid (NPA) to clear all anti-
personnel and anti-tank mines along 
the border to Israel from the Red sea to 
the Dead Sea within this time. Funding 
has kindly been made available by the 
Government of Norway and also by the 
Governments of Germany, Finland and 
Japan.

NPA established its programme in 
Jordan in January 2006 and went op-
erational on the 10th of June. After 100 
days of operations with in total 81 staff 
members in the programme, NPA has 
cleared 69,026 square meters and re-
moved 18957 Anti-Personnel mines and 
6126 Anti-Tank mines. In addition NPA 
has already released of more than 6 mil-
lion square meters previously considered 
as dangerous areas through general and 
technical survey techniques. These fi g-
ures are unprecedented in the history of 
humanitarian mine clearance by NPA. 

As a consequence, NPA  in close co-
operation with the National Committee 
for Demining & rehabilitation (NCDR),  
expects to be able to release all danger-
ous areas along the border to Israel be-
tween the Red Sea and the Dead Sea by 
mid 2007 – one year ahead of schedule. 

The Government of Jordan has re-
cently invited NPA  to join the efforts by 
the Royal Engineers  to clear the border 
between Jordan and Syria by 2009 and 
NPA are currently planning to adjust 
the program to meet the new challenge 
ahead. 

Ed - Why not supplement interna-
tional skiing, soccer, hockey etc. compe-
titions with mine clearing, well digging 
etc. competitions among nations.
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Whitecourt Flooring & Installations

Exclusive lines of vinyls, carpets, 
hardwood, laminates & ceramics

“The flooring store that has you covered”

(Commercial - Residential)5012 - 50 Street, Whitecourt
(across from ATB Financial)

Fax: (780) 706-5082 .com/whitecourtflooring

(780) 706-5081

Majestic Frame Shop
We use top quality materials and techniques

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(After Hours appointments available)

See our selection of Maritime art work & gift items
• Drymounting • Art Posters • Needlework 

• Diplomas • Certifi cates

4920 - 51st Ave  Phone: 778-4645

Pizza & Pizza 
‘by-the-slice’

NOW
HERE!

SUB & 
DONAIR

5004B Dahl Drive
(Near Walmart) 706-8883

5020 - 51 Avenue, Whitecourt AB  ◊   (780) 778-4114   

Wish one and all 
the very best in 
the New Year!!!

Koralie, Bev, Sharon, Wendy & Rashelle

(780)-706-3530

Whitecourt
Collision 

Centre

The year was 1988 and players from Whitecourt Stars and Barrhead go together, prior to 
some of these players going on to play against teams from England. They were undefeated. 
How many can you name. Most answers are on page 14.

Did you know? - A mine in the mountains of Bohemia produced so much silver it 
became the offi cial source of coinage for the Holy Roman Empire. The mine was in a val-
ley called Joachimsthal, and the coins came to be called “Joachimstalers.” Over time this 
became shortened to “Talers” and over more time, the English pronunciation of the word 
became the name for the currency that you would like to have in your pocket. 

An amazing 
talking dog

 A man and his dog walk 
into a bar. The man proclaims, 
“I’ll bet you a round of drinks 
that my dog can talk.”

Bartender: “Yeah! Sure...
go ahead.”

Man: “What covers a 
house?”

Dog: “Roof!”
Man: “How does sand-

paper feel?”
Dog: “Rough!”
Man: “Who was the great-

est ball player of all time?”
Dog: “Ruth!”
Man: “Pay up. I told you 

he could talk.”
The bartender, annoyed 

at this point, throws both of 
them out the door. 

Sitting on the sidewalk, 
the dog looks at the guy and 
says, “I knew I should have 
said Mantle.”
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• Mini Storage
• Boat
• RV

• Indoor Storage
• 24/7 On Site Security
• Indoor RV/Boat Storage

4503 59 St.
Whitecourt AB

Phone: (780) 778-2194
Fax: (780) 778-2192

Off Hwy 32, Just South of 43 

Electrical Contracting
Call Glen at 778-0624

Fax: 778-2047
On the hilltop at 

#1 - 3370 33 Street

New Authorized Distributor for
Creative Door Services

For all your overhead door needs
Call Wayne at 706-5840

Complete Repair Service
• Journeyman Technicians • Free ADP Estimates

• Digital Photo • Insurance Claims Welcome

(780)-706-3530
3916 - 36 Street (Hilltop Industrial)

Whitecourt
Collision 

Centre

Look in the mirror for Time 
magazine’s person of the year

Wikinews- Set to hit newsstands in the United States on 
Monday, the annual news feature by TIME magazine pic-
tures on its glossy front page an Apple iMac-styled computer 
keyboard and monitor with a refl ective monitor surface that 
refl ects YOU as the most infl uential Person of the Year, for 
“community and collaboration on a scale never seen before.”

“For seizing the reins of the global media, for founding 
and framing the new digital democracy, for working for noth-
ing and beating the pros at their own game, Time’s Person of 
the Year for 2006 is you,” Lev Grossman, Time’s technology 
writer, wrote. The magazine claims that those who contribute 
content to the web are the ones driving the information age, 
instead of mainstream media.

“It’s about the many wresting power from the few and 
helping one another for nothing and how that will not only 
change the world, but also change the way the world chang-
es,” said Grossman.

Magazine editor Richard Stengel said, “If you choose an 
individual, you have to justify how that person affected mil-
lions of people. But if you choose millions of people, you 
don’t have to justify it to anyone.”

26 “People Who Mattered” are listed in the magazine, 
ranging from North Korea’s president Kim Jong Il to Pope 
Benedict XVI.

According to Stengel, if the magazine had to choose an 
individual the choice was likely to have been Iran’s president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

Stengel however seemed uneasy about naming Ahma-
dinejad. “It just felt to me a little off selecting him,” said 
Time’s editor.

There has been a “Time Person of the Year” since 1927 
and the special issue has become a catalyst for speculation 
every year. In the past there have been controversies with Ad-
olf Hitler named in 1938 and Ayatollah Khomeini named in 
1979. According to the magazine, the person of the year are 
those who affected the news and our lives both positively and 
negatively over the past year.

It is not the fi rst time the magazine has departed from 
naming an actual person as Person of the Year. In 1966 the 
magazine named people under 25, in 1975 it named American 
women, and in 1982 it named the computer.

Warning: Dates in Calendar are closer than they appear.

Massage Therapy 
By 

Patti-Lyn

For appointments call 706-3346
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

4907 - 52 Ave. (by HR Block)
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Call (780) 778-5577

Whitecourt

AdvisorWorking hard to help keep you informed

More online 
coming in 2007!

Book for 12 insertions 
and get FREE advertising 
on WhitecourtWeb.com!

Call for details.

THANK YOU THANK YOU 
READERS READERS 

AND AND 
SPONSORS SPONSORS 

FOR FOR 
ANOTHERANOTHER

GOOD YEAR.GOOD YEAR.

Check out www.whitecourtweb.com

Daily Statistics for December 2006
Daily Statistics for December 2006. Avg Max 

Hits per Hour 403 4634
Hits per Day 9672 19988
Files per Day 4796 7682
Pages per Day 490 779
Visits per Day 242 432
KBytes per Day 95257 202252

Education possibilities endless
Edmonton...Improving distance learning is the goal of a 

new industry research chair at the University of Alberta. Dr. 
Anup Basu, the new iCORE/Gautam Rao Industry Chair in 
Multimedia, will research how educators can use wireless 
technology to create and deliver more and better distance-
learning opportunities to students. 

“Alberta has embraced technology and innovation as part 
of our education system,” said George VanderBurg, Acting 
Minister of Alberta Innovation and Science. “Dr. Basu’s re-
search will improve the learning experience of our students 
and help to expand our information and communications 
technology sector. I’m pleased that Castle Rock Research has 
chosen to support this research chair.” 

Castle Rock Research, the industry partner in the research 
chair is an educational resource company that provides print 
and online curriculum-based resources to students, parents 
and educators across western Canada. The company is both a 
fi nancial partner and a tester of the research. 

“This was the perfect opportunity to invest in research, 
which will defi ne assessment and evaluation in the future,” 
explains Gautam Rao, President of Castle Rock. 

Dr. Gregory Taylor, Dean of Science at the University of 
Alberta, said a key strength of the Faculty of Science, where 
the research team will be located, is leadership in technology 
and knowledge transfer − the crucial last step in putting ideas 
to effective use. 

“We are fi nding innovative ways to partner with indus-
try, the provincial government, and others to maximize the 
benefi ts of research through effective technology transfer,” 
said Dr. Taylor. “Our alumni, like Gautam Rao, understand 
the value of research and understand the value partnerships 
like this bring to both industry and the university.” 

The research will focus on improving group and coopera-
tive online learning experiences by developing technology that 
will allow multiple users to simultaneously access a single re-
source or event, as in a traditional classroom. “Digital media 
can signifi cantly expand the reach and impact of education,” 
said Dr. Basu. “Greater use of this technology could help 
us reach out to many parts of the world where a kinder-
garten to grade 12 education is now only a dream.” 

Dr. Basu’s research chair is supported by an iCORE Indus-
try Chair Establishment (ICE) grant of $100,000 per year over 
fi ve years. Castle Rock Research is also providing $100,000 
per year over fi ve years. Other industry partners will provide 
additional funding and the University of Alberta and various 
other partners will provide in-kind contributions.
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the west bank of the McLeod 
River, and down what is now 
known as the Edson Road 
or Peers Road, although this 
road did not exist at the time 
of which we write, we fi rst of 
all come to the farm of Syd 
Skogman, almost directly 
opposite the Allendale Fer-
ry crossing. Thereafter the 
homestead of Cyril Reay and 
the Methune place. Directly 
opposite, or nearly so, the 
farm of one, Dave Allen. And 
here let the author pay tribute 
to one of the all-time greats 
in the story telling line.

Dave was from Missouri, 
and the tall tales he told were 
a never ending source of de-
light to most of his friends and 
neighbors. Quite in keeping 
with the pioneer spirit he ex-
emplifi ed so well, Dave wore 
a pair of moose hide pants, 
something not too uncom-
mon at that time. Now moose 
hide pants may do something 
for a moose, but they do little 
for a human. Firstly, they bag 
at the knees and in the seat, so 
much so that anyone wearing 
them is visible quite some 
time before he has round-
ed a corner by his ‘nobby’ 
knees. The same situation is 
obtained after he has nego-
tiated the corner, only this 
time his seat is still visible! 

Unfortunately all the mod-
ern methods of counteract-
ing all this bagging tendency 
such as ‘Never-
press’, permanent 
crease, sanfordis-
ing and ‘drip-dry’ 
were still a long 
way off. Also the 
pants developed 
a shine from con-
stant wear, and 
while it could 
be said that one 
might be able to 
shine in a pair 
of moose hide 
pants, the fi gure 
of speech must 
be taken in its strictly literal 
sense. Dave’s pants were of 
ample girth and bagginess, 
and as one looked at him 

it might be concluded that 
all that was required was a 
coonskin cap to complete the 

picture.

Dave’s place 
was however, 
a real gather-
ing place and no 
wonder. The en-
tertainment was 
good, the hos-
pitality perfect, 
the atmosphere 
redolent with 
the odor of natu-
ral leaf tobacco 
which was used 
for both smok-

ing and chewing. Also Dave 
was a specialist in the art of 
serving and concocting bak-
ing powder biscuits, which 

somehow had more appeal 
than bannock, (a similar 
product baked in one slab us-
ing much the same ingredi-
ents). The utmost in bannock, 
the author was informed on 
many occasions, was “blue 
streak bannock”, although 
what the blue streak actually 
did for bannock was never 
explained. But to get back 
to Dave and his biscuits. He 
would mix the ingredients in 
a wash basin and then pro-
ceed to do the stirring with 
his fi nger. If perchance a stem 
from the leaf tobacco he was 
chewing should get lodged 
in his molars or underneath 
his tongue, he interrupted the 
stirring meanwhile, while he 
fi shed out the offending stem 

(Continued on page 19)

(Continued from page 1)

“.. it could be 
said that one 

might be able to 
shine in a pair 
of moose hide 

pants, the fi gure 
of speech must 
be taken in its 
strictly literal 

sense.  ”

Horses at the McLeod River, 1922. The view is looking north from the centre of the east 
half of Sec 15-T58-R13-W5

Tiddlee Winx
Toys n’ Stuff

“Classic Toys n’ Treats 

for all Ages!”

778-5822  Midtown Mall Midtown Mall  778-5665  www.whitecourtonline.com

Boxing Day All Month Long!!! 
Prices Slashed to 

Clear Stock
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Answers for 
woman’s hockey 

team. 

Coaches at back: Rick 
Allen; Ben Farnsworth. Back 
row: Jessie Vanderhouten; 
Shelly Cartwright; Mys-
tery Lady 1; Judy Davio; 
Barb Kallay; Mystery Lady 
2; Shelia Allen; Cher Farn-
sworth. Front row: Debbie 
Cartwright; Jackie Carter; 
Marlis Reid; Leanne Strat-
ton; Sandra Brick.

The person that provided 
this photograph wishes to re-
main anonymous. Name the 
mystery ladies and win a free 
one year subscription to the 
Whitecourt Advisor.

Country Junction TravelCountry Junction Travel

778-4417 778-4417 ◊◊  Midtown MallMidtown Mall

“Personal service bringing you “Personal service bringing you 
the world of travel”the world of travel”

Furnance replacement rebates 
available

Maintaining a comfortable living space can be expensive, 
so it is important to shop around for the most energy effi -
cient appliances and equipment and to keep them well main-
tained. 

Installing one of today’s energy-effi cient furnaces can 
save you up to 25% of your home heating costs per year, re-

duce greenhouse gases and depending on the effi ciency of 
your old furnace, pay you back for its higher initial cost in 
about seven years. 

A qualifi ed heating contractor should be consulted when 
replacing, upgrading or maintaining a furnace. They will be 
able to recommend solutions that will ensure your year-round 
comfort, as well as answer questions on your energy effi cien-
cy options. Many qualifi ed heating contractors offer fi nancing 
and extended warranties that should be considered. 

Homeowners can also take advantage of grants, rebates, 
discounts and other incentives available for home heating re-
placements. Log onto www.hrac.ca and under the informa-
tion library section, click onto “incentives and rebates”. 

- News Canada
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11 - 7 Mon. to Sat., 11 - 4 Sunday
779-5288 * 5027-51 Avenue

Magic, the Gathering Magic, the Gathering 
TournamentTournament

Friday, Friday, January 26thJanuary 26th
6:00 p.m. Start6:00 p.m. Start

Scout’s HallScout’s Hall
(Just west of Fire Station)(Just west of Fire Station)

For more informationFor more information
Call: 779-5288Call: 779-5288

“Great Gifts for Any Occasion”

Your 

Whitecourt 

Centre for 

the ‘Magic’ 

line!

We carry
Pokemon & 
Yugioh too!

The Year in Review
OTTAWA- Whenever a New 

Year comes around, I like to take 
stock of what happened over the 
past twelve months and look 
ahead to what can be accom-
plished in the next year.  As Ca-
nadians have experienced with 
this Conservative Government, a 
good plan strengthens the coun-
try.  Of course, unforeseeable 
situations will arise and you will 
be forced to react-that is true in 
life and in politics- but when you 
have a plan it acts as a compass 

leading you towards your objective.
Since the 2006 election, our plan has been to implement 

the Five Priorities: The Federal Accountability Act, toughen-
ing the justice system, implementing a childcare allowance 
of $100 per child under the age of six, cutting the GST to 
6% and working with the provinces to implement a Patient 
Wait Times Guarantee.  We have accomplished our fi rst four 
priorities and we will continue to work with the provinces to 
create a wait time guarantee.

While we have been focused on the Five Priorities, we 
have also delivered other legislation and funding that meets 
the needs of Canadians and Albertans.  We signed a long-term 
Softwood Lumber Agreement with the United States that is 
bringing $5 billion paid in tariffs back to Canada, we provid-
ed fi rearms owners amnesty from the long-gun registry and 
we introduced legislation that would repeal it altogether, and 
we delivered over $1.5 billion in farm aid in Budget 2006.

Leadership is not easy; sometimes it requires you to make 
diffi cult decisions.  Our government was confronted with such 
a case when companies worth over $70 billion announced that 
they were going to convert to an income trust structure, mean-
ing that they would not have to pay any income tax.  But, we 
made a decision to protect the best interests of all Canadians.  In 
four years trusts will have a distribution tax that will treat them 
like normal dividends; however, starting in 2007 seniors will 
be able to split their pension income.  That will give a senior 
couple with single pension of $40,000 tax savings of $2,500.

On the international stage, we have taken a leadership role 
in Afghanistan providing security, reconstruction and training 
for the young democracy where six million children are now 
attending school compared to the 700,000 that attended under 
the Taliban.  We were the fi rst country to remove funding for 
the Palestinian Authority when the terrorist organization Hamas 
came to power.  We reacted quickly to a very diffi cult situation 
requiring the evacuation of citizens from Lebanon during the 
summer-time confl ict between Hezbollah and Israel.

In the end, Leadership is not about saying what you are 
going to do.  It is about making priorities and then taking 
action.  Since forming the government, we have focused on 
fulfi lling our priorities and election promises while maintain-
ing principle based government.  We look forward to doing 
the same in 2007.

For more information please contact Rob Mer-
rifi eld: 1-800-262-7117

Ian Rae: Inspector
Residential, Commercial, Industrial

► Inspections since 1994 ◄

(780) 778-3383  •  grissol@telusplanet.net
New Construction & Renovations

Our factory engineered homes offer a number of advantages over site built 
homes that can be readily and inexpensively adapted to suit any lifestyle.

Call 778-2203 or visit us at 5512 Caxton St. West
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Plaza 51 - 4911 51 Ave.   706-8882

See us for 
the Latest 

in Fashions, 

Snowboards & 

Skateboards. 

SPY sunglasses & 

goggles now here

Mon. to Fri.  10 - 7 •  Sat.  12 -  6 

anadu Studio JewelleryX 4907 4907 -- 51 Ave, Whitecourt 51 Ave, Whitecourt  
-- 778 778--6097 -6097 -

If you didn’t get a circle If you didn’t get a circle 
or pin for Christmas, you or pin for Christmas, you 

can get one now.can get one now.

range from 10 to 50 per cent 
annually, depending on the 
country. The increase has 
been such that The Western 
Producer recently ran a story 
on the shortage of organic 
food producers in Alberta 
and elsewhere.

The increased organic 
food popularity is part of 
a growing trend towards 
healthier eating. Not too long 
ago, cancer hit 
one in fi ve Cana-
dians; now it is 
1 in 2. The fact 
received a brief 
blitz of publicity 
when well know 
journalist Wendy 
Mesley reported 
on it after her 
own battle with 
cancer. The role 
organic food 
plays in regards 
to increased 
health is subject 
of much research 
at present. 

That said, 
U.S. Dr. Joel 
Fuhrman, author 
of DiseaseProof 
Your Child, 
wrote “organic food is cer-
tainly your best bet, to fur-
ther limit exposure to toxic 
chemicals.” He further stated 
“there is another reason to 
feed our children organic 
food when possible. Organic 
food usually has more nutri-
ents than conventional.” The 
president of the U.S. National 
Health Association wrote that 
Fuhrman’s work was “the 
beginning of a scientifi cally 
based health revolution.”

A study published by 

the U.S. National Research 
Council in 1993 determined 
that for infants and children, 
the major source of exposure 
to pesticides is through diet. 
A recent study in 2006 mea-
sured the levels of organo-
phosphorus pesticide expo-
sure in 23 schoolchildren be-
fore and after replacing their 
diet with organic food. In this 
study it was found that levels 
of organophosphorus pesti-
cide exposure dropped dra-

matically and immediately 
when the children switched 
to an organic diet.

There is also growing 
evidence that organic farm-
ing is friendlier for the en-
vironment. Research shows 
that 26 percent of consumers 
who buy organic foods do so 
because of concern for the 
environment. Conventional 
farms contaminate not only 
our food with synthetic fertil-
izers and pesticides, but also 
the soil and water. Pesticides 

(Continued from page 1)

GO board member Ron Hamilton, second from left,
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Wishing You a Great 2007

FURNITURE DEN

Furniture Den has 
Household Appliances

And Much, Much More!!!

778-2016 • 4807 50 Ave.
STORE HOURS - Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat: 9:30 am - 6 pm

Friday: 10 am - 8 pm * Sunday: 12 pm - 4 pm

can remain in the soil up to 
30 years. 

Organic farming not 
only reduce the amount of 
chemicals and fertilizers 
dumped into the environ-
ment, but also increases the 
quality of life for animals 
raised for slaughter and dairy 
products. Organically raised 
animals must have access to 
the outdoors and be given 
organic feed. Many farmers 

who use conventional meth-
ods to grow livestock inject 
their animals with preventive 
antibiotics to ensure that the 
animals do not become in-
fected with harmful bacteria. 
One problem with this is that 
it can create bacteria resistant 
to antibiotics.

Alberta is no slouch in 
developing the organic food 
industry. The Going Organic 
network of Alberta (GO) was 
established in February 2005. 
In their inaugural year, GO 

elected a board of directors, 
established bylaws, a strate-
gic plan, non-profi t society 
status, sponsored organic 
conferences, and formed a 
communications committee 
providing membership with 
a quarterly newsletter and 
a website. In 2006, GO re-
ceived funding from the prov-
ince to enhance their commu-
nications with a new website 
and a new newsletter, among 
other initiatives. The intent 

of the new commu-
nication tools is to 
build awareness of 
organics in Alberta, 
focusing on the ben-
efi ts to both industry 
and consumers. 

On the national 
front, GO is sup-
portive of the Ca-
nadian Organic 
Regulatory Council 
and is a corporate 
associate member 
of the Canadian 
Organic Growers. 
Whitecourt resident 
Pamela Irving is 
serving as the GO 
communicat ions 
coordinator, while 
the new website 
is also being de-

veloped locally at K & C 
Graphics. You can check it 
out at GoingOrganic.ca

The following from the 
website gives the gist of what 
organics is about:

What is organic?

Organic is a term used 
to describe food that is pro-
duced without the use of arti-
fi cial fertilizers, chemicals or 
herbicides.

(Continued on page 30)

from left, hosts a trade table.
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BILL PAYBILL PAYMENTMENT
MONEY ORDMONEY ORDERSERS

OOPENPEN
MON. - SAT. MON. - SAT. 

9 AM - 11 PM 9 AM - 11 PM 
SUN. 12 - 7SUN. 12 - 7

MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN 
SHOPPING STRIPSHOPPING STRIP

778-8013778-8013

VCS has
A c c e l e r a t e d

D i a l - u p  
5 x  t o  7 x

F a s t e r
Ideal for 

Acreages
Call for Details
1-877-838-8448

www.vennercs.com

Wishing you 
all the best in 
the New Year!

778-4111 ◊ 5108 50 St. (Main Street)

Shop & Save All Month!

(NC)-Advanced satel-
lite technology has saved 
more than 18,000 lives over 
the past 25 years in search 
and rescue operations world-
wide. 

After nearly 25 years in 
service, SARSAT, or Search 
and Rescue Satellite-Aided 
Tracking, is still saving lives-
over 1,000 every year 
worldwide. SARSAT 
was developed by Can-
ada, France, the U.S., 
and Russia in 1979. It 
is the grandfather of 
applied satellite tech-
nology and an excellent 
example of the peace-
ful use of space. The 
success of SARSAT 
has inspired decades of 
wireless communica-
tion innovation. 

Earth to space and back: 
this signal saves lives 

In 1982, a few days after 
the fi rst satellite was launched 
and the tracking system be-
gan operating, the fi rst rescue 
took place. Three people in 
a plane crash near Dawson 
Creek, B.C. were rescued af-
ter a Canadian-designed and 
-built ground station received 
the signal. Since then, at least 

18,000 lives have been saved 
throughout the world-1,000 
in Canada. Many hikers, 
northern explorers, plane-
crash survivors, sailors, and 
fi shermen owe their lives to 
the rescue crews alerted by 
SARSAT. 

Every Personal Locator 
Beacon or Emergency Loca-

tor Transmitter is registered, 
enabling Mission Control 
Centres to easily identify 
the user. When a transpon-
der signal is activated in an 
emergency, rescue services 
are alerted and the location 
is pinpointed so that search 
and rescue teams can be dis-
patched. 

Canada recognizes the need 
In a country with extreme 

cold, vast stretches of wilder-
ness, and freezing waters, a 
quick search-and-rescue re-
sponse can mean the differ-
ence between life and death. 
This is what spurred Canada 
to become a lead partner in 
SARSAT using low-Earth-
orbit satellites. The four 
original partner nations have 
been joined by 23 others who 

provide ground stations. 

Canada is a major 
supplier of the ground 
receiving stations in-
stalled around the world 
and Canadian industry 
has built 13 satellite 
payloads, called SAR 
repeaters. Canada was 
also instrumental in de-
veloping the enhanced 
geostationary satellite 
system called GEOSAR 

and continues to be a part-
ner in developing the new 
middle-Earth-orbit or MEO-
SAR system using a variety 
of global positioning systems 
such as the American GPS, 
Russian Glonass, and soon, 
the European Galileo satel-
lites that will upgrade search 
and rescue for the 21st cen-
tury. 

- News Canada

Communications satellites: the Canadian connection
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4911- 51 Ave    •     (780) 778-3470  

Savings Storewide
Open 10 am to 5 pm Mon. -  Sat. 

AT  P L A Z A  5 1

Always Savings Storewide

Specializing in Corrective Treatment 
Beyond relaxation and therapeutic massage. Advanced training to 

provide effective, longer term relief for pain and dysfunction. My goal is 
to use my expertise to make you well enough that you don’t need me 

anymore. 16 yrs experience and practice. 
DVA Service Provider 

Veterans receive treatments paid for by Veterans Affairs. 
Working evenings to accomodate 
you better. Mon. Wed. & Fri.
NOW WORKING SATURDAYS
4923-51st Ave. Whitecourt
706-8040 wk or 780-785-3787 to book appointments.

Because............. Relief is Everything!!!!

BACK BASICS  FAMILY MASSAGE

with his stirring fi nger. When 
the stem had been removed 
Dave would continue stirring, 
after having wiped his fi nger 
on his moose hide pants!

Everyone spoke highly 
of Dave’s baking powder 
biscuits, and no one, as far 
as we know, even had, what 
to-day is referred to as “upset 
stomach” and for which they 
constantly bombard us with 
cures.

Moving south we come 
to the farm of Mike Prest-
lien and nearby the farm of 
G. Leary. Then up the hill 
and over, Ed Olson and Ole 
Tekset held forth. Good solid 
Scandinavians. Ole was un-
der a scheme for returned 
soldiers known as Soldier 
Settlement as were a great 
many other ex-soldiers in the 
area. The scheme, while pos-
sibly a good one in principle, 
was not entirely too success-
ful.

Briefl y, the men were 
given aid to take up land, 
given loans for purchase of 
equipment and machinery, 
the loans extending over a 
long period of years. For 
those with some knowledge 
of farming, and with some 

land available and ready for 
crops, as was the case with 
Ole Tekset it worked very 
well. With others with little 

or no knowledge of farming, 
and little or no land ready for 
cropping, it proved some-
thing of a disaster. Tekset was 
a worker and would, in the 

opinion of the author, have 
made a go of it under almost 
any scheme, and it was in-
deed unfortunate that he was 

not spared to bring matters to 
a successful conclusion. He 
died quite young.

Ed Olson had been in 

Alaska and was another one 
really suited to conditions 
here. Somewhat farther on, 
Percy Richardson, Jack Wil-
lis, the Crocker Brothers, 
Jules Couasnon, Charles 
Stone, George Jackson, Jack 
Wilson and Robert Greene 
were busy trying to get es-
tablished.

Mention might be made 
while in this area of one or 
two of the more colorful 
characters found here. Jules 
Couasnon, known as “Fren-
chy”, a name to which he 
answered unfailingly, and 
no wonder, when one con-
siders the trouble the aver-
age English speaking person 
might have in pronounc-
ing “Koos-non”, correctly. 
Jules had been educated at 
the Sorbonne in Paris, or 
had at least studied at some 
university or similar seat of 
learning in Paris. He loved 
to argue, and it was indeed 
unfortunate that he was con-
fi ned to the use of the English 
language when he did so. He 
loved to use what are known 
as “two dollar words”, the 
pronunciation of which were 
not always straight Webster. 
As the words fl owed and 
the argument warmed up, 
the arm swinging and other 

(Continued on page 20)

(Continued from page 13)

Ole Tekset in front of the Chisholm and Williams 
General Store, downtown Whitecourt circa 1915
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Fleet Air Electric

Gordon Jackman
Journeyman heavy duty mechanic

Journeyman motor vehicle mechanic

(780) 778-2573  ●  Fleetair.WhitecourtWeb.com

HEAVY DUTY VEHICLE 
HEATERSWebasto Espar

You too can be hot stuff!

gestures intensifi ed, and one 
could only surmise that many 
of the debates had their ori-
gin with nothing more than 
this in mind. His opponents 
kept goading him on, and he 
kept reaching and reaching 
for greater points to clinch 
his contentions, all the while 
accompanying each sentence 
with some extra facial con-
tortion or “body English”.

Then Charlie Stone, who 
rivalled Dave Allen as a ra-
conteur, with tales of derring 
do in and around the Vashon 
Islands. He would have been 
an instant success on the ra-
dio program instituted by 
Bennett Cerf some years ago 
and presented under the name 
of “Can you top this one?” 
He really deserves special at-
tention.

Neither Charlie nor Dave 
were exactly young men, and 
the respect usually accorded 
elders prevented some of the 
younger members from ex-
pressing disbelief, although 
at times it was not hard to see 
that everything was not being 
accepted at its face value. On 
one occasion, when things 
were getting just a bit out 
of hand, one young fellow 
went as far as to interject, 
“You know, I would sooner 

hear you fellows tell it than 
have been there”. A meeting 
of Stone and Allen always 
was something special as it 
was evident that one doubted 
the other, while the audience 

doubted both! The tales they 
told and the heights they 
scaled baffl ed imagination.

Jack Wilson and George 

Jackson had joined forces 
in the East and had arrived 
in Whitecourt under the 
Soldier Settlement scheme 
mentioned earlier. Both, a 
few years later, left the farms 

and resided and worked in 
the hamlet. This friendship 
endured through good years 
and bad, and while both men 
have passed away, their wid-

ows still give meaning to 
what is referred to as “a last-
ing friendship”.

To the west some dis-
tance, a short wiry man, by 
the name of Danny Fraser, 
had a trap line at what was 
then known as Bessie Creek. 
Nothing gave Danny as 
much pleasure as fi ddling at 
the dances. No matter what 
the weather was like, and it 
was often unpleasant to say 
the least, it was imperative 
that word be sent to Fraser. 
With his passion for playing 
the violin he could not, and 
must not be overlooked. His 
Georgia Camp Meeting must 
be still echoing somewhere 
in the valley.

While in this area to the 
south it might be a good idea 
to mention early settlement 
in Whitecourt. While it is 
true that many of the early 
settlers came overland, some 
no doubt looking for a di-
rect road to the Peace River 
Country, --- and it was direct, 
if possibly more than a bit 
portentous --- a great many 
of them came down one river 
or the other, most of them fa-
voring the McLeod.

Such as did usually left 
the train at Peers, built a 

(Continued on page 21)

(Continued from page 19)

Mr. and Mrs. George Jackson on their wedding 
day in 1913. They moved to Whitecourt in 1918 
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778-8808

Whitecourt Auto Sales
Corner of Hwy 43 & 32 South

See page 31 for photos of inventory.

Pre-Approved 
Financing 
Available!

Auto Glass Repairs & Replacements 

Off Road & Industrial Equipment 

4110 41 Ave. � 778-3269 � www.crystalglass.ca 

Residential Glass & Mirror Cut to Size 

Insulated Glass, Mirrored Closet Doors 

Fleet Air Electric

scow there, loaded the pro-
visions etc. and set sail. The 
other route down the Atha-
basca was for experienced 
river men, and when using 
this route the people left the 
train at Hinton. Practically all 
freight used the Peers route, 
and many a scow or barge got 
“hung up” on an outcropping 
of rock somewhere around 
Sandstone Canyon.

The fast water in the can-
yon made passage very haz-
ardous, and only if luck was 
with one did he safely cir-
cumvent what approximated 
the Inchcape Rock. Not that 
any loss of life ever took 
place here as far as can be 
learned, but many a load of 
settler’s effects and an occa-

sional scow of groceries and 
supplies became something 
more than damp. It all made 
for excitement, if indeed any-
one craved more of that com-
modity than was supplied by 
avoiding “sweepers” (trees 
which have become uproot-
ed along the river bank, and 
have fallen into the stream).

Many of the early set-
tlers became recognized 
rivermen and made regular 
trips as navigators down the 
McLeod, but none of them, as 
far as can be learned, guaran-
teed any safe passage or even 
dry feet. They just hung to 
the pole rigged in the fashion 
of a rudder at the back of the 
scow and hoped for the best.

Names like Prestlien and 

Henry Steward come to mind 
when river running days are 
mentioned.

North of the Athabasca 
the area was then, as now, 
very sparsely settled and 
only names like Ike Steams 
and Geo. Con-
nors come to 
mind.

Geo. lived in 
a dugout on the 
river bank (the 
south bank) and 
stayed there sum-
mer and winter. If 
so, and anything 
the author ever 
saw would sup-
port this, he must 
indeed have been a real hardy 
individual. He was a stocky, 
well built man who always 
sported a wealth of whiskers, 
and may indeed have been 

the original hippie, insofar as 
he had no occupation what-
ever, had the whiskers and 
the long hair, and living in 
a dugout excluded any pos-
sibility of having a bath for 
most of the year at least. The 
river (Athabasca) has never 

been recom-
mended for such 
purposes.

When one 
considers that 
the area along the 
railroad for some 
miles to the east 
was also settled 
up, and as this 
terrain is almost 
entirely muskeg, 
one wonders just 

what such settlers had in 
mind.

The Donnelly’s had built 
(Continued on page 22)

(Continued from page 20)

A smaller raft navigates down the river for joyriders in 
1919

“He was a 
stocky, well built 
man who always 
sported a wealth 
of whiskers, and 
may indeed have 
been the original 

hippie”

River runner Henry Seward (left) stands in front of his 
pool hall in downtown Whitecourt hamlet circa 1918.
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Golden Harvest
BULK & NATURAL FOODS

Biofeedback Testing
Test your body’s nutrient levels 

and much more.
Body Talks Sessions Too!

Call us for more information.
5034-51 Avenue (780) 778-3876

Owner Moving
Turn Key 

Business for 
Sale

778-6678

Although the railway bed was laid before 1914, WWI and 
other delays resulted in much of the work being done twice 
before the track was laid many years later.

a house right beside the track, 
or should one say proposed 
track, the roadbed being far 
from completion.

Some distance east, Elof 
Anderson (known as “Mus-
keg”) had settled with his 
wife and family. He was a real 
colorful character who had at 
one time been a packer on 
the Chilkoot Pass (Klondike 
gold rush days), and at which 
he had accumulated consid-
erable money. He had gone 
back to Sweden, purchased 
a farm, and acguired a wife 
there. His Swedish farming 
venture had not panned out 
too well however or so we 
surmised, and he had decided 
to again try his luck back on 
the North American Conti-
nent.

He could tell great stories 
of his life as a packer, and 
time and again demonstrated 
to everyone’s satisfaction that 
his stories were 
no fi gment of his 
imagination. He 
would uncon-
cernedly hoist a 
hundred pound 
sack of fl our on 
his shoulder, and 
set off down the 
railroad track to 
home, possibly 
two miles away. 
Now there is 
nothing surpris-
ing about a man 
hoisting one hun-
dred pounds of fl our on his 
shoulder, and numerous men 
have done so, but the differ-
ence here was that if Ander-
son met anyone on the way, 

he would stop and talk for 
half an hour or more, and the 
thought of taking the fl our off 
his shoulder never entered 

his mind. He just 
stood and talked 
while the sack 
of fl our caused 
him no concern 
whatever. On 
one occasion, 
he borrowed a 
walking plow 
from someone in 
town, hoisted it 
on his shoulder, 
and set off down 
the track in high 
good humor!

His training on the 
Chilkoot had not been wast-
ed. Some of the family still 
reside here, and his son, Nels 
continues to live on the same 
farm, while daughter Clara, 
(Mrs. Johnny Miller) lives in 
town.

Next month Mr. Graham 
relates the hardships some 
early settlers faced, as well 
as the fun they had with but 
a tiny fraction of the enter-
tainment devices we have 
today.  The true possibilities 
inherent in combining the pi-
oneering spirit with modern 
technology that is available 
today is an exciting proposi-
tion.

(Continued from page 21)

“On one 
occasion, he 
borrowed a 

walking plow 
from someone in 
town, hoisted it 
on his shoulder, 

and set off  down 
the track in high 
good humor!”

(780) 778-2216
5003 - 50 St.

Sparwood - Drayton Valley - Whitecourt

Night Fire Restaurant
BBQ Ribs, Chicken, Steak 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m
Weekdays

Sat & Sun 7 am to 9 pm

Renovated Rooms

706-8833 ○ 5004B Dahl Drive

Bored at Work?

Page yourself over the 
intercom. Don’t disguise 
your voice.

Find out where your boss 
shops and buy exactly the 
same outfi ts. Wear them one 
day after you boss does. This 
is especially effective if your 
boss is of a different gender 
than you.

Make up nicknames for 
all your coworkers and re-
fer to them only by these 
names. “That’s a good point, 
Sparky.” “No, I’m sorry, but 
I’m going to have to disagree 
with you there, Cha-Cha.”

Send e-mail to the rest 
of the company telling them 
exactly what you’re doing. 
For example: “If anyone 
needs me, I’ll be in the bath-
room.”

Hi-Lite your shoes. Tell 
people you haven’t lost them 
as much since you did this.

Hang mosquito netting 
around your cubicle. When 
you emerge to get coffee or 
a printout or whatever, slap 
yourself randomly the whole 
way.

Every time someone asks 
you to do something, any-
thing, ask them if they want 
fries with that.

Send e-mail back and 
forth to yourself engaging 
yourself in an intellectual 
debate. Forward the mail to 
a co-worker and ask her to 
settle the disagreement.

Put your trash can on 
your desk. Label it “IN.”
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Whitecourt
WORKWEAR

Mon - Sat 9 - 6, Thurs 9 - 9, Sun 12 - 4
Main Street - Next to CIBC - 778-4781

(NC)-About 3.6 million 
Canadians have one or more 
disabilities. That’s more than 
one in every eight Canadi-
ans. 

The Government of Can-
ada has produced a helpful 
new guide called Services 
for People with Disabilities. 
This com-
prehensive, 
easy-to-use 
guide pro-
vides federal 
government 
information 
on every-
thing from 
employment, 
accessibility 
and educa-
tion to health, 
income sup-
port and tax 
benefi ts. Al-
together there are 60 differ-
ent programs, services and 
other resources listed in the 
guide, including a special 
section telling you how to 
contact your provincial or 
territorial government for in-
formation about its programs 
and services for people with 
disabilities. 

The publication will be 
useful for people living with 
a disability, caring for some-
one who has a disability, a 

professional or community 
service provider who works 
with people with disabili-
ties or a volunteer who helps 
people with disabilities. 

Information is “bundled” 
under such important qual-
ity-of-life topics as learning 
and skills development, in-

come benefi ts 
and taxation, 
employment, 
health and 
w e l l n e s s , 
safety and 
security, and 
personal fi -
nances and 
pensions. 

The guide 
is presented 
in a larger-
than-average 
print size for 

the convenience of readers. 
It is also available in alter-
nate formats, including large 
print, Braille, audio cas-
sette or computer diskette. 
You can viewor download 
the guide at servicecanada.
gc.ca. You can also obtain a 
copy through 1 800 O-Cana-
da (1 800 622-6232 or TTY 
1 800 926-9105), by email 
at guide@canada.gc.ca or 
in person at one of the 320+ 
Service Canada Centres near-
est you.

Guide to Services for people with 
disabilities

How to settle an argument
Steve and Krusty were in the bar and found themselves 

temporarily short of funds. Just then then, they noticed the 
pub owner walking by and after a hurried whisper, broke out 
into an argument. They called pub owner over and asked him 
if he could settle their disagreement.

‘Are there two pints in a quart or four?”, asked Krusty.
“There is two pints in a quart” confi rmed the owner.
They turned back to their table and soon the barmaid 

came along and asked for their order.
“Two pints please, miss, and they are on the house.”
The barmaid hestitated and said as she was new and she 

would like to check with her boss. Krusty waved her off and  
called out to to the owner over by the bar, “You did say two 
pints, didn’t you Brad?”

“That’s right,” the owner called back, “Two pints.”

706-8833 706-8833 ○○  5004B Dahl Drive5004B Dahl Drive

Wishing One and All 

the Very Best in 2007! 

- Linda & Staff
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Call (780) 706-2696   ♦  Unit #2 5023-50 Ave.

Site Assessment 
Phases 1 - 2 & 3

www.altatechenv.comwww.altatechenv.com

ENGINEERING  & CONSULTING SERVICESENGINEERING  & CONSULTING SERVICES
Environmental ♦ Water Resources Evaluation  

Contaminated Site Characterization

Production ServicesProduction Services
1-866-542-59661-866-542-5966
www.selectproductionservices.com

Production Production 
TestingTesting
SwabSwab  

TestingTesting
ElectronicElectronic
ReportingReporting

Written Repair GuaranteesWritten Repair Guarantees
778-2171 • 3855 38th Ave 

( One Block North of Kal Tire)

SCHAFFER’S
Custom Welding Ltd.

“For All Your Steel Needs Delivered”
C.O.R. Certifi ed

(780) 778-5611
FAX (780) 778-3784
3423 34 Avenue

24 Hour Service
Shop: Mon - Fri: 6 am - 6 pm

Sat: 7 am - Noon www.schafferswelding.ca

► General Repairs
► B Pressure Welding
► Portable Welders
► Equipment Fabrication
► Extensive Steel & Aluminum
► NOW HERE - Break & Shear

Have a complaint with a financial 
institution?

(NC)-Did you know that all banks, retail associations 
and federal trust, loan and insurance companies must, by law, 
have a complaint-handling process in place for consumers? 

To fi nd out the complaint-handling process for your fi nan-
cial institution, go to the Web site of the Financial Consumer 
Agency of Canada (FCAC) at www.fcac.gc.ca. Under the 
section “For Consumers”, select the menu option “Making a 
Complaint”. This will bring you to FCAC’s database contain-
ing the complaint-handling processes of all of the federally 
regulated fi nancial institutions in Canada. To fi nd the com-
plaint-handling process for your particular institution, simply 
enter the name of the institution. This will show you all of the 
steps to follow to fi le a complaint with your particular institu-
tion - including the names, addresses and contact numbers for 
the appropriate people, at each stage. 

If you prefer, you can obtain this information over the 
telephone by calling FCAC toll-free at: 1-866-461-3222. 
FCAC is a federal government agency that protects consum-
ers’ rights and provides them with information about fi nancial 
products and services. 

 - News Canada

Handy Household Tip
Cleaning Oven Racks 
Place oven racks and stove refl ector pans and burner 

rings in a heavy plastic bag with an ammonia soaked clean-
ing towel. Close the bag and let it sit for a couple of hours 
- preferably outside. If needed, scrape the racks with a metal 
pot scraper. Rinse and wipe dry.
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www.altatechenv.com

ENGINEERING  & CONSULTING SERVICESProduction Services
1-866-542-5966

Production 
Testing
Swab 

Testing
Electronic
Reporting

Written Repair Guarantees

 

CHICKEN
4 - 6   M&M Boneless, Skinless, Seasoned   
  Chicken Breasts, thawed
1 tbsp (15mL) olive oil
1 tbsp (15mL) dried thyme
1 tbsp (15mL) canola oil
SALSA  makes 1 1/4 cups (300mL)
1, 11 oz (321 g) can of green tomatoes or about 1 1/4 cups
  (300mL canned plum tomatoes, drained
1  small onion diced (about 1/2 cup/125 mL)
1   garlic clove, minced
1  jalapeño chili, roughly chopped 
  (or 1/4 tsp/1.25 mL red pepper fl akes)
2 tbsp (30 mL) lime juice (about 1 lime)
2 tsp (10 mL) sugar
 
Preheat oven to 400F. Pat chicken breasts dry; rub with olive 
oil and sprinkle with thyme. Heat canola oil in heavy skillet over 
medium-high heat. Sear chicken breasts on both sides until 
nicely browned, about 3-4 minutes. Then roast, uncovered, 
in oven until no longer pink inside (about 8 minutes; do not 
overcook). Remove from oven and let stand, tented loosely with 
foi9l. Meanswhile, put qall salsa ingredients in a blender and 
purée. Serve chicken with salsa. Serves 4-6.

 

Hundreds of meal ideas. One aisle. 
Located in Dynamic Plaza

Mon - Sat   10 - 8, Sun - Holidays   12 - 6
(780) 778-2599 - www.mmmeatshops.com 

Boneless, Skinless, Seasoned Chicken Breasts with Salsa Verde

FLOORING & 
DECORATING

778-2383

RETAIL SALES & PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

G i v e  Yo u r  H o m e  a  N E W  E D G EG i v e  Yo u r  H o m e  a  N E W  E D G E
4213 - 42 Avenue (behind police station)

Above, Johanna Weiser from Austria provides some ex-
cellent music for the Rotary Club luncheon. Johanna is part 
of the Rotary exchange program and is in town until July 1st. 
Participants in the program travel the world seeing how other 
countries are fi rst hand by staying with local families.

Too much honesty?
The global justice culture jamming group The Yes Men 

recently delivered a presentation at a Wharton Business 
School conference on trade and investment in Africa.

A performance artist, using the name Hanniford Schmidt, 
pretending to be a WTO representative, announced a new 
WTO initiative for “full private stewardry of labor” in some 
parts of Africa. His talk attempted to make clear that this 
meant slavery.

“This is what free trade’s all about,” said Schmidt. “It’s 
about the freedom to buy and sell anything—even people.”

Schmidt reported that “one conference attendee asked 
what incentive employers had to remain as stewards once 
their employees are too old to work or reproduce” but that 
“there were no other questions from the audience that took 
issue with Schmidt’s proposal.”

Wharton Business School placed a notice on the confer-
ence site stating that their invitation of Schmidt had been 
based upon his misrepresentation of himself as a representa-
tive of the WTO, and that they do not endorse his views.
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3732 Kepler St. • Pine Plaza • 778-5989

Showers
ShowersTooTooNOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

Transfat FreeTransfat Free
Drive Thru - Eat In  
Catering - Take Out

778-MARY (6279)778-MARY (6279)
3742 Kepler St3742 Kepler St..

Also serving: Fox Creek, Mayerthorpe, Sangudo, Swan Hills and Blue Ridge

Our windows and doors have lots of clout
To make you warm and keep Jack Frost out!

All glass products & services for your home, auto and business.

Visit our new website at www.all-westglass.com!

778-5809
All-West Glass Whitecourt

whitecourt@all-westglass.com

Tips to find the right university for 
your child

(NC)-Choosing a university can be a daunting task for 
both students and parents. What should 
you and your child look for? With so many 
choices available, it can be diffi cult to 
know where to begin. 

Recognize what’s important and 
unique to your child and help them make 
an informed decision about the next step in 
their education. You can fi nd a lot of use-
ful information about prospective schools 
on- line in The Globe and Mail’s Univer-
sity Report Card at globeandmail.com/re-
portcard. 

The University Report Card is a na-
tional review of the Canadian undergradu-
ate university experience based solely on 
student opinion: close to 33,000 students 
from 49 institutions have graded their 
schools in numerous academic and campus life categories 
such as the quality of teaching, career preparation, class sizes, 
library holdings, residences or food services. Using the Uni-

versity Report Card and the affi liated online search tool, Uni-
versity Navigator, you can generate a personalized university 
rating or side-by-side comparison by choosing the indicators 
that are important to you and your child. 

Here are some other ways you can 
support your child in choosing the next 
step in their education: 

• Encourage your child to work on 
career planning throughout his or her 
college years. The University Report 
Card offers insights about universities’ 
grades in career-related categories, in-
cluding quality of career preparation, 
availability of on-campus recruitment, 
opportunities to acquire work-related 
skills and others. 

• Your child may want to explore 
several major or career options. Be 
supportive by encouraging your son or 
daughter to visit with professors, other 
students, and advisers on campus or to 

ask for names of alumni working in the fi eld. 

• Resist the temptation to steer your child in a certain di-
rection simply because it fi ts your interests. Students are more 
likely to be successful in school and their careers if they’re 
doing what they enjoy. 

Canadian universities are increasingly beginning to treat 
students like valued customers and are clearly working to 
improve the educational experience for undergraduates. The 
University Report Card is a comprehensive ‘owner’s manual’ 
to universities, providing invaluable information and insight 
to help you and your child make one of the most important 
decisions of their lives. And remember, no matter what your 
child chooses to pursue, your support is what will make their 
experience invaluable.

 - News Canada 
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Community
Bulletins

Sponsored by:
(780) 778-5577 - 4907 52 Ave - KCGraphics@WhitecourtWeb.com

Printing
Graphic Design
Advertising
Web Design
ComputersMediaWorks

Send your special event information to 
info@whitecourtweb.com, if you would like to have it 
considered for publication.

Christmas Tree Pick-up

A traveling salesman was held up in the west by a rain-
storm and fl ood. He e-mails his offi ce in NY: “Delayed by 
storm. Send instructions”

His boss e-mails back: “Start vacation immediately”

A lucky horseshoe
December 14, 2006 - Veteran Don Karkos was impaired 

in the December 7, 1941 attacks on Pearl Harbor when the 
tanker USS Rapaden exploded, sending shrapnel into his 
face, above his right eye.

Don Karkos awoke in a military hospital in Iceland. The 
doctors told him that he would not be able to see out of that 
eye again. Life was extremely diffi cult with the loss of pe-
ripheral sight and depth perception. Common results of this 
impairment include diffi culty in navigating through every-
day obstacles such as doors or walls.

Three years ago Don Karkos was told he would not be 
able to restore his vision, even with the current advances in 
medicine. A few months ago, while tightening the harness of 
Chimo, a racehorse at the Monticello Raceway in Monticello, 
New York, Don Karkos was hit in the head by Chimo close 
to the location of his shrapnel injury. That evening while rub-
bing his good eye, Don Karkos realized he could once again 
see through the disabled eye.

Don Karkos plans to visit a doctor after the holiday sea-
son. - Wikinews

Sources - Tony Aiello “Man Nails Eye-fecta After ‘Monti-
cello Miracle’”. CBS Broadcasting Inc., December 13, 2006 

Justin Rodriguez “The Monticello miracle: Freak race-
track accident restores vision”. Times Herald-Record, De-
cember 13, 2006 
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Freelance

     Mechanic
Experienced, Certified 

Heavy Duty Truck 

Repairs

& Commercial Vehicle 

Inspections

4004 36 St. (Next to Whitecourt Collision)

Phone: 778-1978  Cell: 706-1854

We do brakes and 
wheel alignments too!
7:30 to 5:30 Mon - Fri, 9 to 1 pm Saturday

(780) 778-6367
3619 - 38th Ave

(Hilltop Industrial)

Orion vehicles will revert to 
the simpler methods of the 
Apollo spacecraft that fl ew 
the manned moon missions 
in 1968-72, launching into 
orbit atop large rockets and 
descending back to Earth by 
parachute, but their technol-
ogy will be half a century 
better.

 The fi rst job of the 
Orions when they enter ser-
vice in 2014 (after an embar-
rassing four-year gap when 
US manned space missions 
must depend on European, 
Russian or Chinese launch 
vehicles) will be to meet 
American commitments in 
support of the International 
Space Station. By 2020, 
however, chief Nasa ad-
ministrator Michael Griffi n 
promises that an Orion will 
carry a four-person mission 
to the Moon, the fi rst human 
visit in almost fi fty years. But 
this time, he said, the visitors 
will be going to stay -- and 
to “extend human presence 
across the Solar System and 
beyond.”

 The base will be near 
one of the Moon’s poles, as 
those are the only parts of the 
surface where there is con-
tinuous sunlight to provide 
power (and there may even 

be frozen water available in 
some of the craters).  It will 
serve not only as a science 
centre but a possible step-
ping stone to Mars. That’s 
about one hundred times as 
far away -- the fi rst step out 
of the wading pool and into 
the ocean -- but manned mis-
sions to Mars are now offi -
cially on the agenda as well.

 “I can’t 
believe that we’re 
not already living 
and working on 
Mars,” said Elliot 
Pulham, presi-
dent of the Space 
Foundation, an 
industry trade or-
ganisation, in re-
sponse to Nasa’s 
September an-
nouncement. “It’s 
a shame we wast-
ed the past 20 or 
30 years, but we do need to 
get back on track and get on 
with this sooner or later.”

 It is a bit late, but full 
credit to President George 
W. Bush, who responded to 
the latest Shuttle disaster in 
2003 by becoming the fi rst 
American leader to get seri-
ous about space fl ight at de-
cades. The question is wheth-
er the commitment will sur-
vive Bush’s departure in two 

years’ time: a Congress bitter 
about the lost war in Vietnam 
gutted the funding for the 
fi rst US Moon project, and a 
Congress bitter about the lost 
war in Iraq could do the same 
again.

 This time, however, 
the United States is no longer 
the only major player.  The 

European Union 
and Russia are 
currently doing a 
feasibility study 
for a joint rocket 
and manned ve-
hicle programme 
based on their 
existing Ariane 
and Soyuz tech-
nologies, China 
is already in the 
manned space-
fl ight business, 
and both Japan 
and India have 

clear ambitions in that direc-
tion. With or without Ameri-
can involvement, bases on the 
Moon are likely in less than 
twenty years, and on Mars in 
perhaps another decade.

 That doesn’t really 
add up to “independent colo-
nies” that satisfy Hawking’s 
criteria, however, because 
human beings cannot live 
anywhere in the solar sys-
tem apart from Earth without 

hugely expensive and vulner-
able life support systems. To 
fi nd other habitable planets 
we must go to the stars, a 
journey many tens of thou-
sands of times farther than 
the trip to Mars.

 Barring some com-
pletely unforeseen scientifi c 
and technological revolution, 
that will not happen in this 
century. But unless global 
civilisation suffers an early 
and comprehensive collapse, 
the logic of human history 
suggests that it probably will 
happen eventually, one way 
or another.

 Will that fi nally make 
us safe from extinction? A 
little bit safer, maybe, but 
any technology that can take 
us to the stars can probably 
also destroy whole planets at 
interstellar range.  No matter 
how far we go, we can never 
get away from ourselves.

GWYNNE DYER has 
worked as a freelance jour-
nalist on international af-
fairs for more than 20 years. 
Born in Newfoundland, he 
received degrees from Cana-
dian, American and British 
universities, fi nishing with a 
Ph.D. in Military and Middle 
Eastern History from the 
University of London. 

(Continued from page 4)

“With or 
without 

American 
involvement, 

bases on the Moon 
are likely in less 

than twenty 
years, and on 

Mars in perhaps 
another decade.”
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Looking Back at  Cheers

NORM: “Well, I’m in a gambling mood Sammy. I’ll take 
a glass of whatever comes out of that tap.”

SAM: “Looks like beer, Norm.”
NORM: “Call me Mister Lucky.”

SAM: “Hey Norm, how’s the world been treating you?”
NORM: “Like a baby treats a diaper.”

WOODY: “What’s the story Mr. Peterson?”
NORM: “The Bobbsey twins go to the brewery. Let’s cut 

to the happy ending.”

WOODY: “Hey Mr. Peterson, there’s a cold one waiting 
for you.”

NORM: “I know, if she calls, I’m not here.”

SAM: “Beer, Norm?”
NORM: “Have I gotten that predictable? Good.”

SAM: “Whatcha up to Norm?”
NORM: “My ideal weight if I were eleven feet tall.”

WOODY: “How’s it going Mr. Peterson?”
NORM: “Poor.”
WOODY: “I’m sorry to hear that.”
NORM: “No, I mean pour.”

SAM: “How’s life treating you Norm?”
NORM: “Like it caught me sleeping with its wife.”

SAM: “What’s going down, Normie?”
NORM: “My butt cheeks on that bar stool.”

WOODY: “Pour you a beer, Mr. Peterson?”
NORM: “Alright, but stop me at one....make that one-

thirty.”

SAM: “What’s the story Norm?”
NORM: “Boy meets beer. Boy drinks beer. Boy meets 

another beer.”

WOODY: “What’s going on Mr. Peterson?”
NORM: “The question is what’s going in Mr. Peterson? 

A beer please, Woody.”

WOODY: “Can I pour you a beer Mr. Peterson?”
NORM: “A little early isn’t it, Woody?”
WOODY: “For a beer?”
NORM: “No, for stupid questions.”

Services for Seniors guide 
- a one-stop shop 

Photo courtesy of Metro Creative Graphics(NC)-One 
of the most challenging things about being a consumer is 
not knowing where to go for information, especially when 
it comes to government services. 

The problem can be particularly frustrating for se-
niors. To help, the federal government has produced a 
helpful new guide, Services for Seniors. 

The guide is designed for Canadian seniors, those over 
50 who are planning their retirement, families of seniors, 
or their caregivers. It lists more than 120 federal govern-
ment resources for seniors and their families, including 
information on fi nances and pensions, health and well-
ness, housing, safety and security, veterans and Canada’s 
military, consumer issues, travel and leisure, and comput-
ers and learning. 

Research conducted by Service Canada has found 
that Canadian seniors are not always aware of the servic-
es available to them and would appreciate being able to 
see all government initiatives described in one complete 
guide. The Services for Seniors guide does just that and 
more, offering information on how to easily access these 
programs through Service Canada. There’s even a helpful 
section on how to contact provincial or territorial govern-
ment offi ces. 

The guide is presented in a larger-than-average print 
size for readers whose eyesight may be a problem. It is 
also available in alternate formats. You can view or down-
load the guide at servicecanada.gc.ca. You can also obtain 
a copy through 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232 or TTY 
1 800 926-9105), by email at guide@canada.gc.ca or in 
person at one of the 320+ Service Canada Centres nearest 
you.- News Canada 
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Gamblers 

Anonymous
8:00 pm every Tuesday

United Church
5201 50 Street

Call Sue 

778-6230

Our low 

overh
ead giv

es 

YOU low 

prices
!

Help Wanted
Taste of Greece & 

Office Lounge

Waiter/
Waitresses

Located in the 
Midtown Mall

Please drop off 
your résumés 

in person.

My Little Saigon
Restaurant

Help Cook Wanted
$12.00 /hr
Waitress
$8.00 /hr

Please apply 
in person with 

résumé to 
4812 - 50 Ave.

Answer from page 1.
Crowsnest Pass. For 

bonus points: In 1903 one 
side of Turtle Mountain 
collapsed on to the town of 
Frank killing almost all the 
citizens. 

Organic production pro-
tects the environment, pro-
motes stewardship of the 
land and offers a sustainable 
approach to farming. The 
ultimate goal is the produc-
tion of a high quality prod-
uct that is healthy and tastes 
good.

Organic livestock and 
poultry are raised in a low 
stress environment in which 
animals have access to pas-
ture. Animals are raised 
without the use of growth 
hormones or antibiotics and 
are fed only certifi ed organic 
feed.

What does the transition 
period mean? 

A minimum time period 
is required to make the nec-
essary transition from con-
ventional farming to organic 
farming. For the produc-
tion of crops, this land must 
have had no prohibited sub-
stances applied to it for a pe-
riod of 36 months. Interested 
producers should contact a 
certifying body. For a direc-
tory of certifying bodies in 
Alberta, please visit http://
www.agric.gov.ab.ca/app68/
organics

What is an audit trail? 

An audit trail is a paper 
trail maintained by a pro-
ducer/processor that ensures 
there is integrity of the or-
ganic product from the fi eld 
to storage, processing, trans-
portation, labeling and sales 
of the product. Some organic 
certifi ers will provide sample 
forms of the records that must 
be maintained as part of your 
paperwork.

What does the certifi ed 
organic label mean?

The certifi ed organic 
label is the assurance that a 
product has been produced in 
accordance with adherence to 
a specifi c organic standard. 

An annual inspection is 
performed to ensure an audit 
trail is in place and there is 
compliance to the standard. 

There are strict labeling 
requirements in place. An or-
ganic certifi cation body must 
approve label content and all 
provincial and/or federal la-
beling requirements must be 
followed.  

Anyone who is inter-
ested in healthy eating and 
environmental issues is en-
couraged to join GO. Mem-
bership is just $20.00 a year 
and puts you in touch with 
others interested in organic 
food. A quarterly newsletter 
and the membership parts of 
the website can give you the 
information and connections 
needed for healthier, tastier 
food. Once again, the web-
site address is www.goingor-
ganic.ca

Photos courtesy of GO 
members.

(Continued from page 17)

Save money on 
your heating 

(NC) - Cold, Canadian 
winters are notorious for 
contributing to soaring ener-
gy costs. 3M Canada’s win-
ter preparation expert, Sarah 
Tattersall, offers the follow-
ing advice to help reduce 
your home heating costs. 

Plug energy leaks: Drafty 
windows and doors contrib-
ute heavily to heating costs 
during the winter months. 
Keep the heat in and the cold 
out at the source using easy 
to apply products like 3M’s 
Window Insulation Kits and 
Weather Sealing Tape. 

That’s a wrap: Most wa-
ter pipes are un-insulated, 
which results in lost heat 
and forces the water heater 
to work overtime. Wrap the 
tank in an insulated blanket 
and insulate hot water pipes 
to reduce the amount of 
“standby” heat loss - saving 
you money. 

Set it and forget it: Sim-
ply turning down your ther-
mostat by one degree can 
save up to 10% on your win-
ter heating bill. A program-
mable thermostat is a low-
cost solution that enables you 

to program a heating sched-
ule for your home that turns 
the heat down when you’re 
sleeping or not at home. The 
longer your home remains 
at a lower temperature, the 
more energy you save. 

Hot air fi x: Clogged or 
dirty furnace fi lters are the 
number one reason for fur-
nace breakdowns. Furnace 
fi lters like a Filtrete fi lter 
from 3M not only make your 
furnace run more effi ciently, 
but also improve indoor air 
quality providing occupants 
with a cleaner, allergen-free 
home environment. Replace 
fi lters every three months for 
optimum performance. 

These simple energy 
saving tips will help keep 
the heat (and your money) in 
your home where it belongs. 

- News Canada 
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Whitecourt Auto SalesWhitecourt Auto Sales
Corner Hwy 43 & 32 South  778-8808

Financing and Warranty Available  ∆  Consignments and Trades Welcome 

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON PRICING • NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY! 

Our low 
Our low 

overh
ead giv

es 

overh
ead giv

es 

YOU low 

YOU low 

prices
!

prices
!

Any errors in ad subject to correction notice only in next issue.

Come s
Come se

e us 
ee u

s 

for a 
deal 

for a 
deal 

you 
you can

 
can

 

TRUST
TRUST

1997 GMC Z-21 -$$CALLCALL2001 PT Cruiser - $$CALLCALL2004 Ford F-450  $$CALLCALL2003 Grand Am GT $$CALLCALL1989 Trax Truck   - $$CALLCALL

1997 Intrepid - $$CALLCALL 1998 Chev Z-71 -$$CALLCALL1986 Wagoneer V8 - $$CALLCALL2001 Ford Taurus - $$CALLCALL1994 Ford Ranger - $$CALLCALL2002 Olds Alero - $$CALLCALL

03 Ford Expedition  - $$CALLCALL 2005 Jeep 4.0L   - $$CALLCALL2005 1000 Rev. 162 -$$CALLCALL2002 Chev Duramax  $$CALLCALL1998 Buick Century - $$CALLCALL2004 F-250 4x4  - $$CALLCALL

1994 Ford Ranger - $$CALLCALL 2002 F-250 4x4 - $$CALLCALL2002 Neon - $$CALLCALL1994 Grand Am - $$CALLCALL1999 Neon - $$CALLCALL1985 Honda Trike - $$CALLCALL

2004 Honda 4x4 - $$CALLCALL 2002 Montana - $$CALLCALL1996 Cube Van - $$CALLCALL1997 Jeep TJ - $$CALLCALL2002 Durango 4x4 - $$CALLCALL2003 F-350 4x4 - $$CALLCALL

1990 Cube Van -  $$CALLCALL 1990 4 Runner - $$CALLCALL1999 Yukon 4x4 - $$CALLCALL1999 Windstar - $$CALLCALL2004 F-150  - $$CALLCALL2005 Toyota Corolla  - $$CALLCALL

1995 Dodge 2500  -  $$CALLCALL 1978 Ford F-250 - $$CALLCALL2003 Chev Crew  - $$CALLCALL1995 Neon - $$CALLCALLRT Magnum - $$CALLCALL

 ◊ CALL FOR PRE-APPROVAL OF FINANCING ◊

SOLD
SOLD

Diesel 4 x 4 - 0Diesel 4 x 4 - 035 Hi35 Hiabab

V-6, 5 spd 4x4

V-6, 5 spd 4x4 4 x 4 - 4 x 4 - Full LoadFull Load

V-6, 
V-6, AutoAuto

4 x 4 
4 x 4  Low K

 Low K

4 x 4 - 4 x 4 - Full Load - DieselFull Load - Diesel

LLow kmow km

4 x 4 - 4 x 4 - 6 spd 6 spd - 9- 9kk

4.3 V6 Auto4.3 V6 Auto

6.2 Diesel6.2 Diesel

5 spd5 spd - 4 cyl
 - 4 cyl 4 x 4 - 4 x 4 - Full LoadFull Load

V-6, 5 spd 4x4
V-6, 5 spd 4x4

 4x4 4x4

Leather- Full Load

Leather- Full Load

 4x4 4x4

250SX
250SX

V6 Auto
V6 Auto

V6 Auto
V6 Auto

Low Km - Leather
Low Km - Leather  4x4 4x4

Wayne, Michelle & Staff would like to wish you the very best in 2007!!!

SOLD
SOLD

Diesel Diesel w Pickerw Picker
V-6, 
V-6, Standard

Standard

4 x 4, 
4 x 4, V8 Auto

V8 Auto

V6 5 sp. 4x4V6 5 sp. 4x4

Diesel 4 x 4Diesel 4 x 4



Whitecourt: (780) 778-8010  ◊ www.whitecourtroyallepage.com  
Fox Creek: (780) 622-2211 ◊ www.foxcreekroyallepage.com 

779-0095 
5024 - 51st Avenue 

(across from Vista Theatre) 

“Best Coffee in Town”
Decor

Home Furnishings

Lunch
es

 

se
rve

d 

fro
m 11

 a.
m.

Interior Design 

Consulting

ZADDEREY AGENCIES LTD -  INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Troudy Kowaliuk
Associate Broker

Cell: 778-1140

Dan Parker
Realtor

Cell: 706-6151

Jeanne MacMillan
Realtor

Cell: 778-1779

Nicole Barrett
Realtor

Cell:204-0565

Open 7 days 
a week

Open 10 to 6

Mon. Tues. Wed. Sat.

10 to 9 Thurs. Fri .

12 to 5 Sunday

Open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Weekdays
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday

Noon to 5 p.m. Sunday

Boxing 
Week Sale 
Continues!

We have buyers waiting for the right properties. Call We have buyers waiting for the right properties. Call 
778-8010 if you are thinking of selling.778-8010 if you are thinking of selling.

It also comes with a double detached garage 
and completed yard with fencing.  This can 
all be yours for $214,900!  Call Jeanne at 
778-1779 to book your appointment.

SOLD
SOLD

Exceptional Opportunity. Just 5 km from 
Whitecourt, 9 acres +/- with 1438 sq. ft. 
manufactured home, with many upgrades. 
Beautiful setting. Some services required. 
Call Troudy at 778-1140 today for details. 

Out inOut in the country the country

Easy livingEasy living

This Adult Only condo is conveniently 
located close to downtown and Rotary 
Park - easy walking distance to recreation 
facilities, shopping and medical clinic. This 
unit features an extra large master bedroom 
with bath, a smaller bedroom and a spacious 
laundry room in the upper level. The main 
fl oor consists of a large front room, 1/2 
bath, a generous kitchen and eating area.  
The basement is all garage! Lots of parking 
space and lots and lots of green area. Ideal 
home to relax in - leave all the fast paced life 
behind and enjoy peace and quiet and NO 
WORK! 

Jeanne, Jeanne, 

Nicole, Nicole, 

Troudy & Troudy & 

Dan wish you Dan wish you 

all the best in all the best in 

20072007!!

No PhotoNo Photo


