
TALK TO A TOP PRODUCERTALK TO A TOP PRODUCER

Patrick Carew
cell:cell: 778-0053778-0053 Each offi ce independently 

owned & operated

“Home of the 
Best Burgers!”
3909 37 Ave.3909 37 Ave.

(Continued page 19)

NEW GREENCOURT 
SCHOOL NO. 4278
The fi rst rate payer’s 

meeting was held January 7, 
1927 in the Canadian Legion 
Club Room in Greencourt. 
The chairman was C.C. 
Reay and the secretary was 
H. Bailey. This was called 
the NEW Greencourt School 

School Days
history cont...

COLDEST BEER
ON THE PLANET   
Open 10 am to 11 pm daily
Mountain Shopping Strip 

LIQUOR

UNLIMITED

778-8989778-8989

Top Producer 2009Top Producer 2009
Top Producer 2008Top Producer 2008
Top Producer 2007Top Producer 2007
Top Producer 2006Top Producer 2006
Top Producer 2005Top Producer 2005

DELIVERY (after 4 pm) 778-5955  

NEWNEW

LOWER
PRICES

NOW IN
EFFECT
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MouMou

Over 20 Flavours 
of Milkshakes

NN*New* ~ Root Beer Swirls

COCO
ONON

EE

OpeOpe
MoMo

ver 2200 Fl vo rs OveOvver 20 FlavoursOver 20 lavoursO 2200Over 2200 FFlavours 
ofof Milkshakeso Milksof Milkshakes

COCO
EE• Mocha Milkshake• Mocha Milkshake

• Sundaes • Sundaes 
• Slushies• Slushies

• Frosties • Swirls• Frosties • Swirls

Grand Grand 
Opening Opening 
August 1August 1stst

Details Next PageDetails Next Page

Deer with deformed horn looks 
in a window on 52 Avenue downtown 
- photo Harvey Schulte

Helping you is Helping you is 
what we dowhat we do

www.CommunityAdvisor.netCIRC. 8,500CIRC. 8,500AUGUST 2009 — VOL. 7  NO. 8AUGUST 2009 — VOL. 7  NO. 8

FREE
FREE
Ta k e  O n e

Ta k e  O n e

C it Ad i tC it Ad i t
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CoCommunitymmunity
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From the people who brought you 
My Little Saigon Restaurant.

 subs   wraps  soup   sushi
 smoothies  bubble tea
 appetizers  desserts
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$6.99 Bacon Sausage Skillet
$4.99 Breakfast Special until 10 am
Daily Chinese Food
Value Plus Menu after 11 a.m.

Open Daily 6 am
Sundays
7am

$8.99 Jug Draft
HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY

$5 .99  -  Steak Sandwich a l l  day
35¢ Wings Tues. & Wed. after 5 pm

For Private Parties Deal call 780.706.8806

For Limited tim
e onlynly

Whitecourt  L
ocation

WHITECOURT
DECKING & RAILING

Why repaint the deck year after year? 
MAKE IT LAST!

780-778-2336   Cell: 780-706-9406   

WEATHERDEK 
Waterproof, Vinyl 

Decking 
5 year warranty

S.T.A.R. 
Aluminum 

Railing Systems 
 20 yr. warranty.

Failure to Communicate
When my husband and I showed up at a very popular 

restaurant, it was crowded. 
I went up to the hostess and asked, “Will it be long?” 

The hostess, ignoring me, kept writing in her book. 
I asked again, “How much of a wait?” 
The woman looked up from her book and said, “About 

ten minutes.” 
A short time later, we heard an announcement over the 

loudspeaker: “Willette B. Long, your table is ready.”

Mary the Mechanic
Mary: “There’s trouble with the car. I think it has wa-

ter in the carburetor.”
Steve: “Water in the carburetor? That’s ridiculous.”
Mary: “Well I think it does.”
Steve: “You don’t even know what a carburetor is. 

Where’d did you park?”
Mary: “In the McLeod.”
Musicians & Jokes Gone Bad
A year ago, Hans Vonk conducted the St. Louis Sym-

phony Orchestra in a production of Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony. During the fi nal movement of Beethoven’s 
Ninth, there is a large pause in the Orchestration where 
only the chorus sings. 

Four bass players, feeling they could use this break to 
get out and stretch their legs, slipped off backstage and pro-
ceeded to go outside to smoke a cigarette and take a little 
nip from a bottle one of them was carrying.

Well, they lost track of time and became quite inebri-
ated. 

Finally one of them says, “Say! We should really be 
getting back in... It’s almost time to play our part.”

“Don’t worry,” confi ded one of the other bassists with 
a wink. “I’ve fi xed it so that we have a longer pause... I tied 
together the last parts of the conductor’s pages before our 
part begins!”

All the bass players had a good chuckle and took a 
few more swigs and headed in. Once they popped back on 
stage, they saw that conductor Vonk was absolutely furi-
ous. After all, it was the bottom of the Ninth, the basses 
were loaded, and the score was tied.

Why Didn’t You Say So
A drunk stumbles up to Sharon in a bar and says “Hey 

baby, how about coming back to my place for a night-
cap? 

“That’ll be the day!” she says
“Well, howzabout having dinner with me tomorrow 

night then?”
“That’ll be the day!” snaps the indignant Sharon.
“Okay, why don’t we take my corporate jet and spend 

the weekend in Rome?”
“This’ll be the day.” Sharon answers.

780-778-3732  ~  780-778-4080

EMERALD GARDEN
5006 50th Street (Main Street)

◊ “Your Healthier Choice” ◊

Buffets: Monday to Friday 11:30 to 2 and 5 to 8
Saturday & Sunday 4:30 pm to 9:00 pm

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT with
NEW COOK • NEW OWNERS • NEW STAFF

Come on down and try our new menu!
***We now have Dim Sum***

  Providing Leaf Guard & 5” Continuous Evestroughing!
  Siding   Soffi ts   Fascia   Window & Door Capping
  Metal Roof & Wall Installation  Custom Metal Detail

Residential & Commercial
Phone: 780-706-9255 • Fax: 780-778-6168
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Angela Engelbert
Independent Consultant

Tel: 780-778-2576
or 780-779-FOOD (3663)
angsepicure@telus.net

Epicure Tasting Party • Catalogue Orders 
Fund Raisers • Business Opportunities 

Healthful
Alternatives 

For 
The Home Chef

Whitecourt & Area - August

Inspector Iwannano Magic Show  
Thursday, August 13, 2009 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM  
Description:  Comedy magician Brian Lehr is back!  

Bring your family to the Whitecourt Communtiy Centre 
to be entertained, amazed and motivated to be a person 
of strong character.  This is an event you won't want to 
miss (and it's free).  Brian's magic bok and souvenir magic 
wands will be available for $10 and $2, respectively.

Community Fun Night  
Saturday, August 15, 2009 6:00 PM  to 8:00 PM  
Description:  We invite one and all to come enjoy all 

of the fun activities at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre for 
a discounted rate.  $2 Adults & Youth; $1 Children & Se-
niors; FREE for members.  For more information call 780-
778-3637.

 Whitecourt & District Rodeo  
Friday, August 21, 2009 12:00 AM  to  Sunday, August 

23, 2009 12:00 AM  
Description:  Details to follow.

Hawaiian Swim  
Saturday, August 22, 2009 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM  
Description:  Games, prizes and tropical drinks will 

be provided as you swim at the Alliance Pipeline Aquatic 
Centre in the Allan & Jean Millar Centre.  Pizza will be 
sold for $2/piece.  Tickets will go on sale at Guest Ser-
vices Monday, August 10.  There will be only 150 tickets 
available.   For more information, contact the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre at 780-778-3637.

Council Meeting  
Monday, August 24, 2009 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM  
Description:  Regular Council Meeting
Forest Interpretive Centre

c
o
b
“
r
l

Open  Monday 8 - 4 
Saturday 10 - 4

New in the 
Midtown Mall
(former location of  

Coffee Corner)

MIDTOWN MALL - 780-778-8773

Daily Soup and Sandwich

Breakfast all day Saturday

Good Selection of Salads 
including Spicy Thai Garden
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Town Council Month in Review 

1 Block North of Kal Tire
780-778-2499 c: 780-778-1730

Air Conditioning • Wheel Alignment • CVIP’s

24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE

General Automotive Repair Shop
Fast, friendly service

PDS VINYL FENCING
DECKING & RAILING

Call: 706-8079

• many styles available
• residential and ranch rail
• selection of colours

“VINYL IS FINAL”

www.pdsvinyl.com

July 21, 2009 - Whitecourt Town Council Update
Work is ongoing on this year’s Street Improvement Pro-

gram. Various locations throughout Whitecourt have been re-
surfaced, including 52nd Avenue, 51st Street, Pine Road and 
the walking trail from the Forest Interpretive Centre to Cen-
tennial Park. Other projects underway include the reconstruc-
tion of 51st Avenue and various asphalt repairs throughout 
town. Your cooperation and patience is greatly appreciated 
during these enhancements to our community.

The tender for the fi rst phase of the 49th Avenue/47th 
Street Construction Project has been awarded and work is 
scheduled to begin this summer. 49th Avenue west of Dahl 
Drive has been designed and will involve the building of two 
lanes of the eventual four lane arterial roadway. Phase 2 of the 
project includes enhancements to Dahl Drive. Design of this 
phase is currently underway and it is expected that this por-
tion of the project will go to tender later this week.

Membership fees at the Allan & Jean Millar Centre have 
been restructured. The change was made based upon feedback 
received from facility members wanting a less complex fee 
structure and additional services. Fees have been enhanced 
and membership now includes free access to a wide variety of 
programs that were not previously included in membership. 
Other changes to the structure include changes to how family 
rates are determined and a decrease in youth rates. New rates 
are effective as of September 1, 2009. For more information 
visit the Allan & Jean Millar Centre.

Lawn Tip
Keep your lawnmower blade sharp. A dull blade will 

cause dry, damaged grass tips. These damaged tips are an 
open invitation for disease. Also, the mower blade should 
be adjusted to a height of approximately two to three inches. 
“Caring for the Environment While Caring for Your Lawn” 
recommends mowing about once a week in the spring and 
less often during the hot summer months.

Canadian Tire Money 
Accepted at Par

10 a.m. to close, 7 days a week.

8 VLTS   •  Pool  •  Video Games
4 Large Screen Plasma TVs

GREAT PRICES!
FREE Buzztime Trivia

Corner of 50th Ave and 50th St.

780-778-5501

Whitecourt Auto Sales

778-8808
Corner of Hwy 43 & 32 South

See page 31 for photos of inventory.

Pre-Approved 
Financing 
Available!
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(Continued on page 12)

California’s empty wallet: 
Turning crisis into opportunity

by Ellen Brown

“Our wallet is empty, our bank is 
closed and our credit is dried up.”

      –  Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger

California State Controller John Chiang has warned 
that without a balanced budget in place, he will begin using 
IOUs to pay most of the state’s bills. California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger rejected a plan that would save 
the state $3 billion by cutting school spending, saying he 
would rather see the state issue IOUs than delay the fund-
ing problem with a piecemeal approach. The state’s total 
budget defi cit is $24.3 billion. 

Meanwhile, other funding doors are slamming closed. 
The Obama administration has said it will not use federal 
stimulus money to prop up California; and Fitch Ratings, 
a bond rating agency, announced that it was downgrading 
the credit rating of the state, which already has the low-
est in the nation. Once downgraded, California’s rating is 
likely to fall below the minimum level legally required for 
most money market funds, forcing the funds to sell their 
California bonds. The result could be a cost of millions of 
additional dollars in higher interest rates for the state.

What to do? Perhaps California could take a lesson 
from the island state of Guernsey, located in the English 
Channel off the French Coast, which faced similar funding 
problems in the 19th century. Toby Birch, an asset manager 
who hails from there, tells the story in Gold News: 

“As weary troops returned from a protracted foreign 
war [the Napoleonic Wars ending in 1815], they encoun-

(Continued on page 9)

Selections from “Initial Results of 
WIR Research in Switzerland”

by Erick Hansch

During a stay of several weeks in Switzerland, I had 
lengthy interviews with managing personnel of the WIR-
Cooperative, both in the Zuerich and Basel offi ces, the lat-
ter being the headquarters of the Wirtschaftsring (meaning: 
Economic Ring, using the fi rst three letters as acronym; 
also, the German word ‘wir’ means ‘we’).

WIR is a cooperative association of small to medium 
sized, independent Swiss businesses for the purpose of mo-
bilizing their own credit potentialities, i.e., without using 
commercial banks as intermediaries, to facilitate business 
transactions within their own circle.  This arrangement pre-
vents, or at least inhibits, the outfl ow of capital and profi ts 
to the large chain stores, department stores, stock corpora-
tions, etc.  WIR credit can be described as supplementary, 
low-cost credit, but has had also   the fully intended   result 
of increasing the business volume of their members.  As 
a self-help measure, it appears to have been successful in 
large measure in protecting the small, independent busi-
nessman against the constantly increasing pressure from 
large, fi nancially strong competitors.

The WIR Cooperative has been in existence and unin-
terrupted operation since 1934, when a small band of inde-
pendent businessmen, joined together to form this ‘inter-
nal credit’ organization. Their motto was: ‘Free exchange 
of goods and services, without exploitation of our fellow-
men, and without government coercion.’  In their minds, 
high interest charges were one of the more apprehensive 
aspects of exploitation, and they sought to avoid it.

Transactions among WIR participants are quite simple.  
To join as a participant, a businessperson need only declare 

Val Jeffreys
Authorized Memorial 

Counsellor

Whitecourt, Sangudo, Mayerthorpe & Area
Professional, Respected, No Pressure Sales

Ph: 780.785.2829
Cell: 780.305.4428

Remembering
Now & Forever

Contact Lens 
Specialist

Up to 50% Off 
Designer 
Frames

706-3544

Onsite

Midtown MallTo register and for information, call: Jane Evasiuk, Independent 
Stampin’ Up! Demonstrator  - 778-6158 • 56nomad@telus.net

Create 12 Holiday Cards for $35!!!
Experience many techniques and new products from the latest 
Catalog & Idea Book. Registration Fee includes all cards plus 
envelopes, special adhesives, light refreshments, door prizes. 
Convention swaps will inspire you…bring your camera! 
Please confi rm Registration by Monday August 17, 2009

CHRISTMAS 
IN AUGUST 
Stamp Camp

Saturday, August 22, 10am - 4pm - Location TBA
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A recent mainstream press article 
reiterated how ‘the workplace knives 
come out’ during economic slow-
downs. The article went on to say that 
“stress over impending or imagined 
layoffs, survivor’s guilt for those who dodge the axe and a 
panicked need to appear indispensable is mounting, creat-
ing dysfunction in all sectors and levels of the corporate 
hierarchy.”

Heather MacKenzie, president of a consulting fi rm 
specializing in workplace confl ict stated “when times get 
tough, people get tougher on one another. I use the analogy 
of the Survivor television series all the time: it’s outwit, 
outplay, outlast.” Even where a business or person is in 
no threat of bankruptcy, reduced sales will often lead to a 
change in behaviour.

What is at play here is a classic case of what is known 
as a scarcity mentality. This is directly opposed to an abun-
dance mentality, which rests on a confi dence that there is 
enough for all to thrive. The latter outlook quite naturally 

(Cont on page 15)

Abundance versus scarcity Community

AdvisorAdvisor
Publisher: Dan Parker

Design: Rhonda Szybunka
Production: Pat Niziol 

Photographer: Bryan Merrill 

4907 52 Ave. Box 294
Whitecourt, AB  T7S 1N4
Ph: 780-778-3949
Fax: 780-778-4485
Advisor@WhitecourtWeb.com

CommunityAdvisor.NET
Circulation: 8,500

Published Monthly

“Th e liberty of 
the press is the 

palladium of all 
the civil, political, 

and religious 
rights.” - Junius

“People with a scar-
city mentality tend to see 
everything in terms of 
win-lose. There is only 
so much; and if someone 
else has it, that means 
there will be less for 
me.” - Stephen Covey

“Wishful thinking 
is the empty version of 
positive thinking.  Many 
people fail to realize that 
positive thinking is re-
ally about acting. It only 
recommends that acting 
from a place where your 
thoughts are supporting 
your actions yields better 
results than merely blind 
action.” - Ray Davis

“To change things, 
build a new model that 
makes the existing mod-
el obsolete.” - Buckmin-
ster Fuller

By Dan Parker

Contact Lens Contact Lens 
SpecialistSpecialist

Up to 50% Off Up to 50% Off 
Designer Designer 
FramesFrames

706-3544706-3544

Optometrist 
OnsiteOnsite

OptometristOptometrist
Eyewear & Vision Centre

Midtown MallMidtown Mall Across from the Allan & Jean Millar Recreation Facility 4164 KEPLER STREET 780-778-5103

AL’s SIZZLING SUMMER SELL-OFFAL’s SIZZLING SUMMER SELL-OFF
Selected Stock 10% to 50% OFF!!! Selected Stock 10% to 50% OFF!!! 

EQUIPMENT 
& APPAREL Sharpening Services• Footwear  •  Camping •

• Technical Clothing •
• Fishing • Knives •

Forgetting things alot?Forgetting things alot?
We can’t help you with that, but we can We can’t help you with that, but we can 
make your garden implements sharper.make your garden implements sharper.

Each Offi ce Independantly 
Owned & Operated

780.706.1502
780.778.6678
800.278.4843
780.778.5238
Elva29@telus.net

Direct: 
Offi ce:

Toll Free:
Fax:

Email: 

Elva Roche
Realtor®

You Will Love Your Home Because... 
“I Love My Job!”“I Love My Job!”Fax: (780) 706-5082 

Whitecourt Flooring & Installations

Exclusive lines of vinyls, carpets, 
hardwood, laminates & ceramics

“The flooring store that has you covered”

(Commercial - Residential)5012 - 50 Street, Whitecourt
(Downtown)

.com/whitecourtflooring

(780) 706-5081
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More than just a great selection of brand name clothing!

MIDTOWN MALL  ♥  706-3547

TOTALLYTOTALLY
COVEREDCOVERED
CLOTHING

Scratch & SaveScratch & Save  
10% to 10% to 

100% OFF!100% OFF!
August 17th August 17th 
to 31st ONLYto 31st ONLY

Newborn to sz 16Newborn to sz 16

TOTALLY
For clothing that keeps 

on going

Back to School SalebrationBack to School Salebration

• Backpacks
• Binders & Accessories
• Shoes
• Jeans, Hoodies, T-shirts

Fall Fling -Fall Fling - Fashions  Fashions 
up to 70% OFFup to 70% OFF

Back to Back to 
School School 

SpecialsSpecials

Selected Selected 
Webkinz 1/2 Webkinz 1/2 

Price with Every 
$50 Purchase$50 Purchase

epseps

y y 

Slow Learner
Teacher: If I give you 

two rabbits and two rabbits 
and another two rabbits, how 
many rabbits have you got? 

Patty: Seven! 

Teacher: No, listen 
carefully again. If I give 
you two rabbits and two 
rabbits and another two rab-
bits, how many rabbits have 
you got? 

Patty: Seven! 

Teacher: Let's try this 
another way. If I give you 
two apples and two apples 
and another two apples, 
how many apples have you 
got? 

Patty: Six. 

Teacher: Good. Now if 
I give you two rabbits and 
two rabbits and another two 
rabbits, how many rabbits 
have you got? 

Patty: Seven! 

Teacher: How on earth 
do you work that out! Didn't 
you pay attention in math!  

Patty: Yes’m, I've al-
ready got one rabbit at 
home now.

Plan ahead. Get a 
wall calendar or personal 
planner. Mark the dates 
of midterms, fi nals, and 
other tests. Note the due 
dates of term papers, es-
says, and other projects as 
they are assigned. List any 
other time commitments 
you have, like basketball 
practice or play rehears-
als. When your calendar 
starts to fi ll, learn to say 
no to additional activities 
until things calm down.
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(Continued on page 25)

(Continued from page 6)
his/her intention to accept 
WIR booking orders as par-
tial or total payment in any 
transaction with other par-
ticipants.  The percentages 
of WIR accepted are listed 
in the classifi ed directory. 
Regarding pricing, trans-
actions in WIR are at par 
as transactions in Francs. 
Each participant has a set of 
booking order forms, simi-
lar to the conventional bank 
checks, with the imprint of 
name, address and account 
number.  In making pur-
chases from another partic-
ipating member, the buyer 
will give to the seller such 
a booking order after hav-
ing written in the amount 
for whatever the seller has 
obligated himself to accept.  
Many participants com-
monly accept 100% pay-
ment in WIR.

In contrast to regular 
bank checks, WIR booking 
orders are not transferable 
by endorsement, the main 
reason being that this would 
lead to avoidance of the 1% 
booking charge.  The in-
come from this charge is 
used to defray WIR-offi ce 
administrative overhead 
expense.

Upon application of 
a businessperson to par-
ticipate, a WIR fi eld repre-
sentative will make a pre-
liminary investigation as to 
reputation, character, busi-
ness acumen, etc.  The WIR 
Co-op subscribes to a credit 
bureau and obtains infor-
mation on the applicant, 
which, with the fi eld report, 
is submitted to an Admis-

sions Committee of three 
members.  When accepted, 
the new participant can ac-
cept WIR booking orders in 
payment, and send them in 
to the WIR head-offi ce in 
Basel for credit to his/her 
WIR account.  He/she can 
then dispose of this credit 
similarly by making pur-
chases from other partici-
pating members, either for 
business purposes, or for 
private use and consump-
tion.

The present structure 
of the WIR Cooperative is 
such that of about 18,000 
participants (in 1970) in 
the credit operation, only a 
comparatively small num-
ber (761) are active mem-
bers of the cooperative with 
paid-in shares (Fr.802,000) 
and voting rights in the 
general assembly.

The form and amount 
of dues and their collection, 
as well as of the booking 
charges, were changed from 
time to time.  At present, 
there is a one-time charge 
of 1% (the lowest for the 
entire period of existence) 
of all credit entries made 
to a WIR credit account.  
These charges are billed 
quarterly and are payable in 
cash, while the yearly dues 
of Fr.12.- are deducted in 
WIR from the account bal-
ances.  There is no initia-
tion fee.

Participants receive 
without additional charge 
the classifi ed directory list-
ing participating fi rms by 
articles, with geographical 

WHITECOURT 
STATIONERY 

778-6303 • 4915 – 51 Ave. 

Your Full Service 
Offi ce Supplier
Shop online at 

www.whitecourtstationery.com

4907 - 52 Ave   ♦   778-2612

Monday to Thursday 10 am - 4 pm
Friday & Saturday by Appointment Only

Commissioner of Oaths Available

personal, business & corporate tax returns

bookkeeping & tax specialists
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WhitecourtWhitecourt  WORKWEARWORKWEAR
Main St - Next to CIBC - 778-4781Main St - Next to CIBC - 778-4781
Mon to Sat 9 - 6, Thurs 9 - 9, Sun 12 - 4Mon to Sat 9 - 6, Thurs 9 - 9, Sun 12 - 4

Household Tip
Ant Repellant: To keep 

ants out of the house, fi nd 
where the ants are enter-
ing the house and sprinkle 
a “barrier” of cinnamon or 
any type of ground pepper 
to block their way. The spic-
es are too hot for the ants to 
cross. Cucumber peels are 
said to have a similar ef-
fect.
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Swine flu redux?
GlobalResearch.ca - The US Secretary of Health and 

Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius, has just signed a de-
cree granting vaccine makers total legal immunity from 
any lawsuits that result from any new “Swine Flu” vaccine. 
Moreover, the $7 billion US Government fast-track program 
to rush vaccines onto the market in time for the Autumn fl u 
season is being done without normal safety testing.

The last time the US Government faced a new swine fl u 
virus was in 1976. Thousands fi led claims contending they 
suffered side effects from the shots. This time, the govern-
ment has taken steps to prevent any possible legal remedy 
should thousands of US citizens suffer severe complications 
as a result of being given untested vaccines. 

In 1976 President Gerald Ford, facing a diffi cult re-
election campaign, was advised by the head of the CDC, 
David Sencer, to launch a mass national vaccination. As to-
day with H1N1 Swine Flu, Sencer also used the scare of the 
alleged 1918 fl u pandemic. 

Cases of what was then called swine fl u were found in 
soldiers at Fort Dix, N.J. in 1976, including one death. That 
death, whose true cause is in dispute as the soldier, sick with 
infl uenza was put on a forced march despite and fell dead, 
was used by Sencer to convince Ford to launch one of the 
most infamous public health fi ascos in US history, forcing 
Sencer's resignation  as CDC head. 

Federal offi cials vaccinated 40 million Americans dur-
ing a national campaign. A pandemic never materialized, 
but thousands who got the shots fi led injury claims, as they 
contracted a paralyzing condition called Guillain-Barre 
Syndrome or other side effects. At least 25 people died af-
ter receiving the vaccine and 500 developed Guillain-Barre 
syndrome, an infl ammation of the nervous system which 
can cause paralysis and be fatal. The US Government was 
forced to pay damages after vaccination victims made it a 
national scandal. In the end the 1976 Swine Flu vaccine 
proved far worse than the disease. 

Sencer was fi red in 1977 for the fi asco but by then 
the damage had already been done (and the drug profi ts 
reaped). Editors Note: Vaccinations have saved many lives, 
but because something is good does not always mean more 
is better.

778-5151778-5151
5115-50 Ave • FREE DELIVERY

“Taste the difference Quality Makes!”

Now with Interac at your door!

Closed Sundays

Happy Heritage Day

Alterations • Refl ective Tape for Coveralls • Formal Wear

Maria ’ s  Ta i l o r i n g 
& Alt e r a t i o n s

Midtown Mall, Downtown ♦ (780) 706-7092

Alte r a t i o n  Sp e c i a l 
f o r  Br i d e s  & Br i d e sma i d s

We also offer special shoes 
Maria’s sells: Bridal 
Headpieces and Veils, 
Bridesmaid Dresses, 

Flower Girl Dresses and 
Evening Gowns.

In Stock - Good Used 
Coveralls, Nomex with 
Tape. $14.99 & $19.99 pr. 

Ask at counter.

Mon. to Wed. 10 to 6, Thurs & Fri. 10 to 7:30, Sat 10 to 4:30

Hem Pants - $8.00

Get Ready for Back 
to School with 

Maria’s Tailoring 

Midtown Mall •Midtown Mall • 780780.396396.02480248

“Original styles...
      for individual tastes”        for individual tastes”  

Apparel Inc.
Ori inal st lesOri inal st les“O i i l t l“O i i l t l

AAApppppaareelllllll IIIIIIInnc. Save 30% to 70% 
on selected summer items

Fall Stock Now Arriving, Just in Time for Back to 
School. Affl iction & Sinful Now In Store! 

Join our Points Program for year round savings!
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Freelance
     Mechanic
Experienced, Certified 

Heavy Duty Truck 
Repairs

& Commercial Vehicle 
Inspections

4004 36 St. (Next to Whitecourt Collision)
Phone: 778-1978  Cell: 706-1854

Gently Used Desks, Chairs, Filing 
Cabinets, Bookcases & More

New Knock Down Furniture 
from Linea

Frames and Prints

Key Cutting

In the Midtown Mall by Totally Covered

"Get More from Les"
Hardware Clearance 

Items and other 
Sundries

The Company 
Truck

- Accelerates at a phe-
nomenal rate. 

- Has a much shorter 
braking distance than a pri-
vate truck. 

- Can take speed bumps 
at twice the speed of private 
trucks. 

- The battery, radiator 
water, oil and tires never 
have to be checked. 

- It can be driven up to 
60 miles with the oil warn-
ing light fl ashing. 

- It needs cleaning less 
often than a private truck

- Unusual and alarm-
ing engine noises are eas-
ily eliminated by turning up 
the radio. 

- It needs no security 
system and may be left any-
where,  unlocked and with 
the keys in the ignition.

“Maverick economists deserve a special award for valor because they have been 
perceived as the lunatic fringe of economics, when in fact they have been the sane 
fringe of a lunatic profession.” 

- Paul Hellyer (author of Funny Money, ex-deputy prime minister of Canada)
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s Seltec Computers

Our Shop is A+ Certifi ed!

• Computer Sales & Service
• PC & Notebook Repair
• On-site Servicing
• Network Consulting
• Domain Hosting
• Wireless High Speed Internet

778-4501  #6 3702 37 Ave.

Midtown Mall • 780.396.0248

      for individual tastes”  
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tered a land racked with 
debt, high prices and a 
crumbling infrastructure, 
whose fl ood defenses were 
about to be overwhelmed . 
. . . While 1815 brought an 
end to the confl ict on the 
battlefront, . . . severe aus-
terity ensued on the home 
front. The application of 
the Gold Standard meant 
that loans issued over many 
years were then recalled to 
balance the ratio of money 
to precious metals. This 
led to economic gridlock 
as labor and materials were 
abundant, but much-needed 
projects could not be funded 
for want of cash.”

“This led to a period of 
so-called ‘poverty amongst 
plenty’. . . . The situation 
seemed insoluble; existing 
borrowing costs were con-
suming 80% of the island’s 
revenues. What was already 
an unsustainable debt burden 
would need to be doubled to 
fund the two most essential 
infrastructure projects. This 
was when a committee of 
States members was formed 
. . . . The committee realized 
that if the Guernsey States 
issued their own notes to 

fund the project, rather than 
borrowing from an English 
bank, there would be no 
interest to pay. This would 
lead to substantial savings. 
Because as anyone with 
a mortgage should under-
stand, the debtor ends up 
paying at least double the 
amount borrowed over the 
long-term.” 

To prevent an unwanted 
infl ation of the money sup-
ply, the Guernsey States is-
sued the notes 
with a date due, 
and on that date 
the bearer was 
paid in gold. 
The money 
came from rents 
on the fi nished 
infrastructure, 
supplemented 
with a tax on 
liquor. Birch 
goes on:

“The end result of the 
Guernsey Experiment was 
spectacular – new roads, sea 
defenses and public build-
ings were established, fos-
tering widespread trade and 
prosperity. Full employ-
ment was achieved, no defi -
cits resulted and prices were 

stable, all without a penny 
paid in interest. What start-
ed as a trial led to a string 
of construction projects, 
which still stand and func-
tion to this day. Money was 
used in its purest form: as a 
convenient mechanism for 
oiling the wheels of com-
merce and development.”

Like Guernsey, Cali-
fornia is facing “poverty 
amidst plenty.” The state 
has the eighth largest 

economy in the 
world, larger 
than Russia’s, 
Brazil’s, Can-
ada’s and In-
dia’s. It has the 
resources, la-
bor, and techni-
cal expertise to 
make just about 
anything its cit-
izens put their 
minds to. The 

only thing lacking is the 
money to do it. But money 
is merely a medium of ex-
change, a means of getting 
suppliers, laborers and cus-
tomers together so that they 
can produce and exchange 
products.  

As has been explained 

elsewhere, today money 
is simply credit. All of our 
money except coins is cre-
ated by banks when they 
make loans. The current 
crisis stems from a credit 
freeze that began on Wall 
Street in the fall of 2007, 
when banks were required 
to revalue their assets due 
to a change in accounting 
rules, from “mark to fan-
tasy” to “mark to market.” 
Banks that were previously 
considered in good shape, 
with plenty of capital for 
making loans, suddenly 
came up short. Lending fell 
off, and so did the available 
money supply. 

Just understanding the 
problem is enough to see 
the solution. If a private 
bank can create credit on 
its books, so can the mighty 
state of California. It mere-
ly needs to form its own 
bank. Under the “fractional 
reserve” lending system, 
banks are allowed to extend 
credit – or create money as 
loans – in a sum equal to 
many times their deposit 
base. Congressman Jerry 
Voorhis, writing in 1973, 
explained it like this:

(Continued from page 6)

(Continued on page 13)

“ Full 
employment was 

achieved, no 
defi cits resulted 
and prices were 

stable, all without 
a penny paid in 

interest. ”

(

Fire Walker is PERSONALLY Certifi ed in
• Fire Extinguisher Servicing

• Fire Hose Testing
• Fire Extinguisher Education and Hands on Fire 

Extinguisher Training
FREE advice available on 

Fire Extinguisher Location, Size requirements and 
Mounting Heights

780-779-3383780-779-3383

HAS YOUR FIRE EXTINGUISHER HAS YOUR FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
BEEN CERTIFIED THIS YEAR???BEEN CERTIFIED THIS YEAR???
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“[F]or every $1 or $1.50 
which people – or the gov-
ernment – deposit in a bank, 
the banking system can cre-
ate out of thin air and by the 
stroke of a pen some $10 
of checkbook money or de-
mand deposits. It can lend 
all that $10 into circulation 
at interest just so long as it 
has the $1 or a little more in 
reserve to back it up.” 

The 10 percent reserve 
requirement is now largely 
obsolete, in part because 
banks have fi gured out 
how to get around it. What 
chiefl y limits bank lending 
today is the 8 percent capi-
tal requirement imposed by 
the Bank for International 
Settlements, the head of the 
private global central bank-
ing system in Basel, Swit-
zerland. With an 8 percent 
capital requirement, a state 
with its own bank could fan 
its revenues into 12.5 times 
their face value in loans 
(100 ÷ 8 = 12.5). And since 
the state would actually own 
the bank, it would not have 
to worry about shareholders 
or profi ts. It could lend to 
creditworthy borrowers at 
very low interest, perhaps 

limited only to a service 
charge covering its costs; 
and on loans the bank made 
to the state, the state would 
ultimately get the interest, 
making the loans essentially 
interest-free. 

Precedent for this ap-
proach is to be found in 
North Dakota, one of only 
three states currently able 
to meet its budget. North 
Dakota is not only solvent 
but now boasts the largest 
surplus it has ever had. The 
Bank of North Dakota, the 
only state-owned bank in 
the nation, was established 
by the legislature in 1919 to 
free farmers and small busi-
nessmen from the clutches 
of out-of-state bankers and 
railroad men. By law, the 
state must deposit all its 
funds in the bank, and the 
state guarantees its depos-
its. The bank’s surplus prof-
its are returned to the state’s 
coffers. 

The bank operates as a 
bankers’ bank, partnering 
with private banks to loan 
money to farmers, real es-
tate developers, schools and 
small businesses. It makes 

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued from page 12)

Farmers vs. Teachers
The teacher came up with what she thought was a 

good problem for a group of farm kids. 
"Suppose," she asked the second-graders, "there 

were a dozen sheep and six of them jumped over a 
fence. How many would be left?" 

"None," answered little Norman
"None? Norman, you don't know your arithmetic." 

said the teacher
Not put off, litte Norman answered "Teacher, you 

don't know your sheep. When one goes, they all go!" 

BACK TO SCHOOL
DEALS

REFURBISHED - OPEN BOX
ACER LAPTOP 3 GB RAM, 

160GB HD, DVDRW, WIFI, 15.4", 
Vista Basic

$499.00

More Arriving! 
Midnight Blue in colour. DELL with 

Intel Pentium Dual Core T3400, 
2.16ghz, 3.0gb RAM, 160GB HD, 
DVD/RW, 15.6 “ WIDESCREEN, 6 

CELL BATTERY, 
Vista Home Premium. 

$699.00  
One year warranty. Three year 

warranty add $99.

REFURBISHED COMPUTERS AS 
LOW AS $99, WITH MONITOR!

SMALL FORM DESKTOP, 1 GB 
RAM, DVD PLAYER/BURNER 

(DOES CDs TOO). COMPLETE 
WITH 17 INCH LCD MONITOR!

XP PROFESSIONAL
$299.00

For computer repair - if we 
don’t fi x it, we don’t charge. 

Competitive rates.

OZ Computers
4907 52 Avenue - 780-778-3949
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CCarpetown  
             Interiors  

   

www.carpetowninteriors.com 

Serving 
Whitecourt 
& Area for 

Over 18 Years. 

5033 - 52 Avenue - 778-4144, 1-888-778-4144

• Carpet, Lino,
• Hardwood Flooring & Tile
• Wallpaper, Verticals
• Venetians Sales 
  & Installations

1% loans to startup farms, 
has a thriving student loan 
business, and purchases 
municipal bonds from pub-
lic institutions. 

Looking at California’s 
budget fi gures, projected 
state revenues for 2009 are 
$128 billion. At a reserve 
requirement of 10%, if Cal-
ifornia deposited all $128 
billion in its own state-
owned bank, it could issue 
$1.28 trillion in loans, far 
more than it would need to 
cover its $23 billion budget 
shortfall. To lend itself the 
money to cover the short-
fall, it would need only $2.3 
billion in deposits and about 
$2 billion in capital (assum-
ing an 8% capital require-
ment). What Sheldon Emry 
wrote of nations is equally 
true of states:

“It is as ridiculous for a 
nation to say to its citizens, 
‘You must consume less be-
cause we are short of mon-
ey,’ as it would be for an air-
line to say, ‘Our planes are 
fl ying, but we cannot take 
you because we are short of 
tickets.’”

As a card-carrying 

member of the banking 
elite, California could cre-
ate all the credit it needs 
to fund its operations, with 
money to spare. 

Ellen Brown developed 
her research skills as an 
attorney practicing civil 
litigation in Los Angeles. 
In Web of Debt, her latest 
book, she turns those skills 
to an analysis of the Feder-
al Reserve and “the money 
trust.” She shows how this 
private cartel has usurped 
the power to create money 
from the people themselves, 
and how we the people can 
get it back. Her earlier 
books focused on the phar-
maceutical cartel that gets 
its power from “the money 
trust.” Her websites are 
www.webofdebt.com and 
www.ellenbrown.com.

(Continued from page 13)

"The very idea of 
a government that can 
create money for itself 
allowing banks to create 
money that the govern-
ment then borrows and 
pays interest on is so pre-
posterous that it staggers 
the imagination." -- Ca-
nadian monetary reform-
er William F. Hixson

Dealing with the Public
A man was pulled over for speeding down the 

highway; the offi cer came to the driver’s window and 
said, "Sir, may I see your driver’s license and registra-
tion?"

 The man said, "Well offi cer I don't have a license, 
it was taken away for a drinking and driving" 

The offi cer, in surprise, said," What, do you have a 
registration for the vehicle?" 

So the man replied, "No sir, the car is not mine I 
stole it, but I am pretty sure I saw a registration card in 
the glove box when I put the gun in it." 

The offi cer stepped back, "There is a gun in the 
glove box?!?" 

The man sighed and said, "Yes sir, I used to kill 
the woman who owns the car before I stuffed her in 
the trunk." 

The offi cer steps toward the back of the car and 
says," Sir do not move, I am calling for backup." 

The offi cer calls for backup and about ten min-
utes another highway patrolman arrives. He walks up 
to the window slowly and asks the man for his driver’s 
license and registration. 

The man said," Yes offi cer it's right here." 
It all checked out so the offi cer said," Is there a 

gun in the glove box sir?" 
The man laughs and says," No offi cer why would 

there be a gun in the glove box." 
He opened the glove box and showed him that 

there was no gun. The second offi cer asked him to 
open the trunk because he had reason to believe that 
there was a body in it. The man agrees and opens the 
trunk, no dead body. 

The second offi cer says, "Sir I do not understand, 
the offi cer that pulled you over said that you did not 
have a license, the car was stolen, there was a gun in 
the glove box, and a dead body in the trunk." 

The man looks the offi cer in the eyes and says, 
"Yeah and I'll bet he said I was speeding too."

 
AAuto Glass Repairs & Replacements 
Off Road & Industrial Equipment 

4110 41 Ave.  778-3269  www.crystalglass.ca 

Residential Glass & Mirror Cut to Size 
Insulated Glass, Mirrored Closet Doors 
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(Continued on page 16)

(Continued from page 7)
leads to healthier and more 
harmonious relationships. 

There are some work-
place and personal strate-
gies that can alleviate a 
scarcity mentality. Manage-
ment consultants have made 
careers out of this. Stephen 
Covey’s book and course 
entitled The Seven Habits 
of Highly Effective People 
is perhaps the classic in de-
scribing the abundance and 
scarcity mentalities. 

This writer attended 
and even taught tutorials 
around Covey’s material in 
an earlier career. There was 
a high level of cynicism 
among many of the workers 
regarding the lessons. Fur-
ther investigation revealed 
that while the courses had 
more value than was at-
tributed to them by the dis-
sidents, there was defi nitely 
a problem.

Research showed that 
to encourage more of an 
abundance mentality, some 
very real constraints need-
ed to be dealt with. All the 
courses and wishful think-
ing in the world were of no 
use, without a change in the 
structure of our employ-
ment and money systems. 

As covered previously, 
Bernard Lietaer is one ex-
pert who points out what 
exacerbates a scarcity men-
tality in our economy. Few 
people have worked in and 
on the money system in as 
many different capacities as 
Bernard Lietaer. He spent 
fi ve years at the Central 

Bank in Belgium, where his 
fi rst project was the design 
and implementation of the 
single European currency 
system. He was president 
of Belgium's Electronic 
Payment System, has de-
veloped technologies for 
multinational corporations 
to use in managing multiple 
currency environments and 
taught international fi nance 
at the University of Lou-
vain, in his native Belgium. 
He was also the general 
manager and currency trad-
er for one of the largest and 
most successful offshore 
currency funds. 

In an interview with 
Yes Magazine, he stated the 
matter thusly:

BERNARD: Money is 
like an iron ring we've put 
through our noses. We've 
forgotten that we designed 
it, and it's now leading us 
around. I think it's time to 
fi gure out where we want to 
go - in my opinion toward 
sustainability and com-
munity - and then design a 
money system that gets us 
there. 

SARAH: So you would 
say that the design of mon-
ey is actually at the root of 
much else that happens, or 
doesn't happen, in society?

BERNARD: That's 
right. While economic text-
books claim that people and 
corporations are competing 
for markets and resources, 
I claim that in reality they 
are competing for money - 
using markets and resourc-

Midtown Mall

If Hearts Could Speak

778-5430

SummerSummer
CelebrationCelebration

30% OFF all garden & 30% OFF all garden & 
seasonal decorseasonal decor

Midtown MallMidtown Mall 778-5430778-5430

♥♥  
♥♥  
♥♥
♥♥
♥♥

hummingbird feeders
garden stakes
planters
garden critters
selected wind chimes

• Copying • Printing • Faxing • Résumés 
• Invoices  • Brochures • Business Cards
 Invitations • Laminating • Graphic Design •

 Web Design • Computer Service•
• Computer Rentals and More

Media

780-778-3949 - 4907 52 Ave.



PAGE 16 Community Advisor AUGUST 2009

“When its quality that counts”

Phone (780) 778-2065
Let us be your ‘New Home’ builder

Ian Rae: Inspector
Residential, Commercial, Industrial
► Inspections since 1994 ◄

(780) 778-3383  •  grissol@telusplanet.net
New Construction & Renovations

es to do so. So designing 
new money systems really 
amounts to redesigning the 
target that orients much hu-
man effort.

Furthermore, I believe 
that greed and competition 
are not a result of immu-
table human temperament; 
I have come to the conclu-
sion that greed and fear of 
scarcity are in fact being 
continuously created and 
amplifi ed as a direct result 
of the kind of money we are 
using. [Emphasis added]

For example, we can 
produce more than enough 
food to feed everybody, 
and there is defi nitely 
enough work for every-
body in the world, but 
there is clearly not enough 

money to pay for it all. The 
scarcity is in our national 
currencies. In fact, the job 
of central banks is to create 
and maintain that currency 
scarcity. The direct conse-
quence is that we have to 
fi ght with each other in or-
der to survive.

Money is created when 
banks lend it into existence. 
When a bank provides you 
with a $100,000 mortgage, 
it creates only the princi-
pal, which you spend and 
which then circulates in 
the economy. The bank 
expects you to pay back 
$200,000 over the next 20 
years, but it doesn't create 
the second $100,000 - the 
interest, in time for every-
one to pay their bills. In-
stead, the bank sends you 

(Continued from page 15)

Our factory engineered homes offer a number of advantages over site built 
homes that can be readily and inexpensively adapted to suit any lifestyle.

Call 778-2203 or visit us at 5512 Caxton St. West

(Continued on page 17)

Dan Parker
Whitecourt

c. 780-779-6568

ZADDEREY AGENCIES LTD -  INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Dale Abday
Fox Creek

c. 780-622-0071

Bonnie Zadderey
Fox Creek

c. 780-622-8008

Helping 
you is 
what 
we do

www.foxcreekroyallepage.com
www.whitecourtroyallepage.com

Fox Creek - NOW $249,900 - Great Family Bun-
galow! This 1170 sq.ft. modern bungalow is move in 
ready. Offering 3 bedrooms, large bright sunny kitchen 
that includes fridge, stove, built-in dishwasher, and 
plenty of cupboards. Also located on the main fl oor is 
large family room, full 4 pc bath, and vendor is even 
including a portable AC unit that can be moved from 
room to room! Downstairs you will fi nd another large 
bright and open family room. Located downstairs also 
is a den/offi ce, large laundry that includes washer and 
dryer, and new 3 pc bath. Outside you will fi nd that the 
home has recent siding along with newer windows and 
has a great curb appeal. This home is in great shape 
and offers plenty for any family. Move in Ready! 
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out into the tough world to 
battle against everybody 
else to bring back the sec-
ond $100,000 on time.

SARAH: So some peo-
ple have to lose in order for 
others to win? Some have 
to default on their loan in 
order for others to get the 
money needed to pay off 
that interest?

BERNARD: That's 
right. All the banks are do-
ing the same thing when 
they lend money into ex-
istence. That is why the 
decisions made by central 
banks, like the Federal Re-
serve in the US, are so im-
portant - increased interest 
costs automatically deter-
mine a larger proportion of 
necessary bankruptcies.

So when the bank veri-
fi es your ‘creditworthiness,’ 
it is really checking wheth-
er you are capable of com-
peting and winning against 
other players - able to ex-
tract the second $100,000 
that was not created on 
time. And if you fail in that 
game, you lose your house 
or whatever other collateral 
you had to put up. 

PAUSE INTERVIEW

Much of the time the 
West dodges the worst of 
the effects of the defective 
money system by cannibal-
izing the poorer countries. 
After the G8 summit in 
Okinawa in 2000, President 
Obasanjo of Nigeria stated: 
“all that we had borrowed 
up to 1985 or 1986 was 
around $5 billion and we 

have paid about $16 billion 
yet we are still being told 
that we owe about $28 bil-
lion. That $28 billion came 
about because of the injus-
tice in the foreign creditors’ 
interest rates. If you ask 
me what is the worst thing 
in the world, I will say it is 
compound interest.” 

For each $1 given in 
foreign aid, several dol-
lars come back to the West 
in interest payments, even 
while thousands of Afri-
can children die daily from 
easily preventable causes 
due to a lack of money. 
The west is unknowingly 
engaged in crimes against 
humanity, even as many 
honestly propagate the be-
lief that the west is the bea-
con for the Muslim world 
to follow. No wonder we 

are having so much trouble 
getting them to adopt other 
very real advances in west-
ern human rights. The Mus-
lims have strictures against 
interest, and most are very 
well aware of how the cur-
rent western money system 
works, even if most of the 
people in the west are not. 

A high ranking Brazil-
ian stated: “The third world 
war has already started. It 
is a silent war. Not, for that 
reason, any less sinister. 
This war is tearing down 
Brazil, Latin America and 
practically all the Third 
World. Instead of soldiers 
dying, there are children. 
It is a war over the Third 
World debt, one which has 
as its main weapon interest, 
a weapon more deadly than 

(Continued from page 16)

(Continued on page 22)

778-2016 • 4807 50 Ave.
STORE HOURS - Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat: 9:30 am - 6:00 pm  •  Late Night Shopping Thursday: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm 
YOUR ONE STOP FURNITURE SHOP

*Best Selection In-Stock* *Payment Plan Available*

APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES
GALORE!GALORE!

FURNITURE DEN

(see in-store for details)
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Contact Dave Dunville at 780-778-0878 for more information 
www.whisperinghillsacreages.comwww.whisperinghillsacreages.com

Whispering Hills Acreages is located just outside of Whitecourt, on the mountain. You Whispering Hills Acreages is located just outside of Whitecourt, on the mountain. You 
have the best of both worlds with close proximity to the amenities of the Town of have the best of both worlds with close proximity to the amenities of the Town of 

Whitecourt along with the serenity and privacy of country living. And all this comes with Whitecourt along with the serenity and privacy of country living. And all this comes with 
a great view, courtesy of your hilltop location.a great view, courtesy of your hilltop location.

7.36 Acres, Whisphering Hills $532,900
1,883 sq. ft. • 4 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • 6 appliances 

• walk-out basement • triple detached garage

10 Minutes10 Minutes to Whitecourt! Enjoy Peace & Quiet on These  to Whitecourt! Enjoy Peace & Quiet on These 
Very Private Lots PLUS a Spectacular View!Very Private Lots PLUS a Spectacular View!

5.44 Acres, Whispering Hills - $535,000
• 1552 sq ft • 4 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms

• walk-out basement • 27'x26' attached garage
Expected Completion: November 1, 2009

10 
Minutes to 
Whitecourt

The Best 
of Both 
Worlds 

Hurry!
Choose your 

colours & 
Flooring
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District No. 4278. Twenty-six rate payers were present and 
elected the following to the Board of Trustees; C.C. Reay, 
D.S. Rutherford, Tom Donelly and Phil Hawkes.

The school was situated on the NW 11-58-9 W5th, 
where it remains today. There were twenty-nine children 
in attendance. A total of $4500.00 was spent on the school 
building and accessories. A grant was received from the Mu-
nicipal District of Kitchener No. 582 for expenses. The fi rst 
teacher’s salary was $100.00 per month. The well was dug 
by Mike Cierny in April, 1927. 

The fi rst teacher, Mr. Page, contracted polio so sent 
word that he could not attend for that year. 
Miss Leila Chisholm, daughter of the Green-
court Hotel owner, was hired and school began 
on Saturday, October 8th. That particular day 
was chosen because the school inspector, Mr. 
Hutchinson, wished to visit on that day. Coal 
for the furnace was purchased from the Ameri-
can Coal Company at Evansburg for $5.50 per 
ton. It was brought in by the carload to the 
C.N.R. siding at Greencourt. This practice was 
in force until 1947. During the winter months 
school began at 9:30 a.m. because of the dark-
ness in the mornings. The time was made up by taking only 
half an hour for lunch. A barn was built for saddle horses and 
each family was responsible for cleaning and maintenance 
of their own stall.

Mr. R. Shaul was the next teacher - in 1928. The School 
Board visited the school twice that year. Subsequent teach-
ers were: Mr. A.G. Bayley (1929), Miss Hass (1930), Miss 
Alberta Moher (1931). In 1932, with Miss Moher still teach-
er, there was great diffi culty collecting taxes. The board de-
cided to carry on until no money was left to pay the teacher. 
School closed for two months every winter and remained 
open all summer. (Continued on page 20)

(Continued from page 1)

Quality Furniture @ 
Discournt Prices!!!
4911 - 51 Ave • (780) 778-3470

 

•

AT  P L A Z A  5 1  
 

TRUCK REPAIRS - MACHINE SHOP - WELDING  
FIELD MECHANICS - FORESTRY & OILFIELD 

24 HR. SERVICE - APPROVED INSPECTION STATION 
(780) 778-3184 or 1-800-665-0864 

History of Greencourt School by years.
1933 - Miss Alberta Moher as teacher
1934 - Miss Moher. Dr. Wolochow came to vaccinate 

and innoculate the pupils at the parent’s expense.
1935 - Miss Moher. There was great discussion about 

building a second classroom. Many people paid their taxes 
by hauling stove wood to the school. This practice continued 
for at least another ten years.

1936 - Miss Moher and Miss Betty Wilson were teach-
ers. Miss Moher taught in the school (junior grades) and 
Miss Wilson taught the senior grades in the Legion Hall.

1937 - Miss Helen Moore and Miss I. McRae were 
teachers. The school fair was begun at this time.

1938 - Same teachers. A second classroom was added.
1939 - Miss Helen Moore taught that year 

but died that spring of appendicitis. Mr. John 
David taught the senior grades.

1940 - teachers were John David, Miss 
Roberts (part time), Mrs. Matschuk (part 
time).

1941 - teachers were Ron Smith and Miss 
May Sides.

1942 - teachers were Miss May Sides and 
Mr. Val Roos, who built the teacherage which 
is still in use.

1943 - Miss Sophie Blust (later Mrs. Nor-
man Taylor) was teacher. A horse-drawn van was hired to 
bring the children from the east. The families thus served 
were; Liwczaks, McMahons, Kos’, Melichers, Burns, Joh-
ners, Pfannmullers and Wardlows.

1944 - teachers were Miss Sophie Blust and Mr. Sam 
Slemko.

1945 - Miss Henrietta McMillan (later Mrs. Paul Tucker) 
taught grades seven, eight, nine and ten. Mrs. Ethel Markle 
taught grades four, fi ve and six and Mrs. Sophie Taylor taught 
grades one, two and three. 1947 - Kitchener school building 
was moved to Greencourt to be used as a third classroom. 
West Paddle pupils were bused to Greencourt with Norman 

“A barn was built 
for saddle horses 
and each family 
was responsible 
for cleaning and 
maintenance of 

their own stall.”
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Taylor as bus driver.

1948-1950 - principal Miss Helen McDowell 
1950-1952 - principal Mr. Percy Baxter 
1952-1956 - principal Mr. Clarence Truckey
1956-1957 - principal Mr. L.O. Burger
1957-1962 - principal Mr. James Coffey 
1962-1964 - principal Mr. Charles Wiese
1964-1965 - principal Mr. W. Shavchuck
1965-1967 - principal Mr. Clifford Lummerding

Teachers during this time were Mrs. Ethel 
Markle, Mrs. Sophie Taylor, Mrs. Ina McNal-
ly, Mrs. Jean Jones, Mrs. Jean  Pfannmuller,   
Miss   Sonia  Stamp,   Miss  Marie LeSeach 
and Miss Ethel Geddes.

1953 - Lonira School burned down so 
these students began attending at Greencourt.

Grateful mention must be made of the 
people who gave their time and talent to assist 
the teachers in festivals, concerts and other 
community-oriented projects. 

Mr.   Phil   Hawkes   was   Secretary-
Treasurer   of   the Greencourt School Board for twenty 
years. His unfailing courtesy and kindness will always be 
remembered. 

Mr. Norman  McLeod  helped  with  drills,   Highland 
dancing and many concert items. 

Miss Alberta Meilicke played the piano to accompany 
singers in the Musical Festivals for many years. 

Cliff Markle instructed the fi rst Industrial Arts class 
at the Greencourt Garage, where he taught the senior boys 
metal working.

1943-1948 - The horse-drawn school vans which served 
the families to the East, beyond a three-mile limit, ran during 

this time.
1943-1944 - driver Myrtice McMahon
1944-1945 - driver Dorothy Kos
1945-1946 - driver Teddy Majer
1946-1948 - driver Mr. George Milburn
This was probably the fi rst “school bus” to run in this 

part of the country.
1960 - the present modern school building was opened. 

It is of concrete block construction on a concrete slab foun-
dation. There are three large classrooms, furnace room, and 
two washrooms. Heat is supplied by two propane furnaces. 
The frame buildings used prior to that time were sold, and 

the material was used to build a most attractive 
modern home.

1967 - Greencourt School was closed as 
such, and the pupils began attending at May-
erthorpe. However, the building was used for 
overfl ow classes from Mayerthorpe, which 
were brought by bus. 

1967-1969 - Grade Four came for two 
years. 

1969-1971 - Grade Three came for two 
years. Then this practice was discontinued. 
The teachers during this time  were  Mrs.  Ev-
elyn McDougal,   Mrs.  Ethel Markle, and Mrs. 
Sophie Taylor.

The Greencourt School Building is now used for Kin-
dergarten, under the Paddle Early Education authority. Other 
activities carried on in the building are the 4H Sewing Club 
on Saturdays, and the West Paddle Progressive Club whist 
drives once a month (in winter time). Ball games are often 
held on the school grounds in the summer. 

These stories were reproduced from Three Trails 
Home; A History of Mayerthorpe and Districts, with per-
mission of the Town of Mayerthorpe. A copy of the book 
may be purchased from the Mayerthorpe Public Library. 
Please call (780) 786-2416 for more information. 

(Continued from page 19)

“Grateful mention 
must be made of 
the people who 

gave their time and 
talent to assist the 

teachers in festivals, 
concerts and other 

community-oriented 
projects. ”

Fleet Air Electric
Boat Trailer 

to fi t 18' 
Starcraft 

Deep V Bow.

Call Steve at 
706-9740

WANTED

For Appointment please 
call Jenny @ 706-3598

4919 - 51 Ave.
Walk-ins Welcome

Tues. to Wed. & Fri. 9 to 6
Thurs. 9 to 8, Sat. 9 to 3

We now do Gel Nails, 
Eyelash Extensions 

& Eyebrown Threading
Call 780-262-0238

Whitecourt Auto Sales

778-8808
Corner of Hwy 43 & 32 South

See page 31 for photos of inventory.

Pre-Approved 
Financing 
Available!
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• Mini Storage
• Boat
• RV

• Indoor Storage
• 24/7 On Site Security
• Indoor RV/Boat Storage

4503 59 St.
Whitecourt AB

Phone: (780) 778-2194
Fax: (780) 778-2192

Off Hwy 32, Just South of 43 

Greencourt School   1952  FRONT ROW: Max Johner, Raymond Spink, Ronnie Thompson,  Walter Sawich, Roy Johnson  Mar-
tin Johnson, Lorne Byers, Charlie Blakey,  Jerry Hansen, Louis Johner, David Johnson, Howard Blakey, Donna Stad, Betty Milburn  
SECOND ROW Jeff Braithwaite, Jack Braithwaite, Arnold Milburn, Mickey Druar, Norman Reay, Jeanette Milburn, Jean Johnson, 
Carol Pulver Larry Broughton, Joyce Johnson, Jimmy Milburn, Maxim Johner, Flugg Stad, Kathy Goeson, Annie Milburn. THIRD 
ROW: Clarence Truckey. Teacher; Miel Goeson, Ernie Birkbeck  Brian Goeson, Jerry Milburn, Harold Hansen, Dale Braithwaite, ? 
Milburn, Doreen Druar Lorne Milburn  Donnie Williams, Audrey Braithwaite,  Shirley Birkbeck, Vicky Shmorong, Velma Martindale, 
Gail Pulver, Rena Pulver, Mrs McNally,Teacher. BACK ROW:   Phil Birkbeck, Dickie Blakey, George Sawich, Allan Broughton, Clifford 
Johnson, Billy Sawich, Louise Reay, Doris Reay.

Red Dot 

• Mini S

Fleet Air Electric

Roy Woodford
Over 25 years of Heavy Duty 

Equipment Experience
(780) 778-2573  ●  Fleetair.WhitecourtWeb.com

HEAVY DUTY VEHICLE 
AIR CONDITIONING

mobile service 
Clim

atech
atech

be a cool operator
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(
the atom bomb, more shat-
tering than a laser beam.”

Even in the west, with 
the contrived scarcity, more 
and more focus on money 
is necessary in order to sur-
vive. Consequently there is 
often less and less focus on 
the more important things 
like family, civility, ethics 
and of course an abundance 
mentality. 

In 1968, a Parent’s 
magazine study of 290,000 
American college freshmen 
showed 83% considered de-
veloping a meaningful phi-
losophy of life to be their 
most important goal, with 
money being of secondary 
value.  A follow-up study in 
1988 showed 76% thought 
being well off fi nancially 
was the most important 
goal, with the higher as-
pirations subsumed.  This 
changed emphasis is no 
doubt a primary reason why 
civility is declining in our 
society even while technol-
ogy makes more possible. 
Hopefully, the current gen-
eration of youth is using the 
internet to become more 
informed and avoid being 
similarly misdirected down 

this dead-end path.

Best selling author M. 
Scott Peck in his book A 
World Waiting to be Born, 
opens with “an illness is 
abroad in the land” before 
recounting how an major 
investment fi rm bought a 
page of U.S.A. Today to 
show how its services could 
allow a check of a potential 
contact's credit rating be-
fore “buying a beer for my 
new best friend”.  In the not 
so distant pass, such hy-
pocrisy would have been 
roundly condemned by the 
populace in general. Now 
such a scheme goes with-
out comment.  Scott con-
cludes “something is seri-
ously wrong” when such 
an ad makes the rounds for 
stamps of approval, and 
everyone thinks it’s a good 
idea.” 

Record low interest 
rates have alleviated the 
contrived scarcity some-
what, but the debts built up 
in the past are still prevent-
ing societal progress. In-
deed, one could argue that 
the main reason for low in-
terest rates is that the sys-
tem would collapse, were 
they to remain higher. 

Monetary expert Ber-
nard Lietaer goes on to 
present one of many pos-
sible solutions to our feudal 
money system:

BERNARD: My fore-
cast is that local curren-
cies will be a major tool 
for social design in the 21st 
century, if for no other rea-
sons than employment. I 
don't claim that these local 
currencies will or should 
replace national curren-
cies; that is why I call them 
‘complementary’ curren-
cies. The national, compe-
tition-generating currencies 
will still have a role in the 
competitive global market. I 
believe, however, that com-
plementary local currencies 
are a lot better suited to de-
veloping cooperative, local 
economies.

SARAH: And these lo-
cal economies will provide 
a form of employment that 
won't be threatened with 
extinction?

BERNARD: As a fi rst 
step, that is correct. For ex-
ample, in France, there are 
now 300 local exchange 
networks, called Grain 
de Sel, literally "Grain 

of Salt." These systems - 
which arose exactly when 
and where the unemploy-
ment levels reached about 
12 percent - facilitate ex-
changes of everything from 
rent to organic produce, 
but they do something else 
as well. Every fortnight in 
the Ariege, in southwestern 
France, there is a big party. 
People come to trade not 
only cheeses, fruits, and 
cakes as in the normal mar-
ket days, but also hours of 
plumbing, haircuts, sailing 
or English lessons. Only lo-
cal currencies accepted!

Local currency creates 
work, and I make a distinc-
tion between work and jobs. 
A job is what you do for a 
living; work is what you do 
because you like to do it. I 
expect jobs to increasingly 
become obsolete, but there 
is still an almost infi nite 
amount of fascinating work 
to be done.

For example, in France 
you fi nd people offering 
guitar lessons and request-
ing lessons in German. Nei-
ther would pay in French 
francs. What's nice about 
local currency is that when 

(Continued from page 17)

(Continued on page 23)

Provincial Protection 
Services LTD

780-779-4944
info@ProvincialProtectionServices.com

24 HR 
SECURITY SERVICE 

• COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL 

• OILFIELD

Affordable and 
Reliable
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#2 4439 52 Ave - Dynamic Plaza • 706-8882
Mon. to Wed.  10 - 7 • Thurs. & Fri. 10 - 8  Weekends - Sat. & Sun.  12 - 6  

(Continued from page 22)

BEST SHOE SELECTION IN NORTHERN ALBERTA
(Continued on page 29)
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August 1st to 14th ONLY

Ladies'/Men's/Youth Combo Deal - Buy 
Any RegularPriced Hoody, Jeans & T-Shirt 

Receive 25% OFF ALL!

Buy any two regular priced shoes 
Receive 25% OFF BOTH PAIRS
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people create their own 
money, they don't need to 
build in a scarcity factor. 
And they don't need to get 
currency from elsewhere 
in order to have a means of 
making an exchange with a 
neighbor.

Edgar Cahn's Time 
Dollars are a classical ex-
ample. As soon as you have 
an agreement between two 
people about a transaction 
using Time Dollars, they 
literally create the neces-
sary "money" in the pro-
cess; there's no scarcity of 
money. That does not mean 
there's an infi nite amount 
of this currency, either; you 
cannot give me 500,000 
hours - nobody has 500,000 
hours to give. So there's a 
ceiling on it, yes, but there's 
no artifi cial scarcity. Instead 
of pitting people against 
each other, the system actu-
ally helps them cooperate.

SARAH : So you're 
suggesting that scarcity 
needn't be a guiding princi-
ple of our economic system. 
But isn't scarcity absolutely 
fundamental to econom-
ics, especially in a world of 
limited resources?

BERNARD: If a society 
is afraid of scarcity, it will 
actually create an environ-
ment in which it manifests 
well-grounded reasons to 
live in fear of scarcity. It is 
a self-fulfi lling prophecy!

Also, we have been 
living for a long time un-
der the belief that we need 
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Save 5% on 2nd Tuesday of  each 
month for Customer Appreciation Day. 

Written Repair GuaranteesWritten Repair Guarantees
778-2171 • 3855 38th Ave 

( One Block North of Kal Tire)

Show N Shine continues to grow
Whitecourt's 4th Annual Show N Shine had more en-

tries than ever, with 52nd Ave fi lled, as well as half of the 
parking lot behind the legion. It was the second year the 
event was held downtown and it could be one of many 
things that could help with downtown revitalization. 

A short video of the event is at whitecourtnews.com. 
This website is a prototype exploring how to make videos 
of local events available to interested parties. It is hoped to 
supersede the YouTube postings put up by pioneer videog-
rapher Doug Pederson, who posted such things as candi-
dates forums for local citizens who missed such events. 

Photos by Bryan Merrill/Foto Roots
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subdivision in each article.  
Participants also receive 
free a copy of the monthly 
magazine WIR-Pioneir 
(WIR Pioneer), which be-
side articles of general in-
terest to business owners, 
carries a large amount of 
ads by participants.  These 
ads in some cases list WIR-
percentages higher than 
those in the directory as 

specials for certain months 
to attract business during an 
otherwise stagnant period.  

New WIR are being cre-
ated by any participant ap-
plying for additional credit 
over the amount already 
in his WIR credit account.  
Reasons for such applica-
tions may be the planned 
acquisition of more costly 
articles like furniture or 

large electrical appliances, 
also cars, or even houses.

A Credit Approval 
Committee must pass on 
these applications, and suf-
fi cient security must be 
available as collateral.  The 
present management is of 
the opinion, based on past 
experience, that an opti-
mum ratio of WIR-credit 
outstanding to total WIR 

turn-over should not vary 
substantially from a pro-
portion of 1:3.  There is at 
present a limitation put on 
paid-in capital of Fr.250.- 
per co-op member.  Share 
capital now receives 12% 
interest p.a.

A few data will give a 
brief run-down of the or-
ganizational start of WIR 

(Continued from page 9)

“It’s a Hit! — Money as Debt is terrifi c” - Catherine Austin Fitts,

solari.com former Managing Director and member of the Board, 
Dillon Read & Co. Inc., US Assistant Secretary of Housing - US 
Federal Housing Commissioner; President and founder of Hamilton 
Securities investment bank.

“Paul’s Money As Debt video is superb!” - Hazel Henderson,
Evolutionary Economist 

hazelhenderson.com world renowned futurist, evolutionary 
economist, worldwide syndicated columnist, consultant on sustainable 
development; author of Ethical Markets: Growing the Green Economy 
(2007) and creator of Ethical Markets TV & the Calvert-Henderson 
Quality of Life indicators.

“I have worked for a long time looking into monetary reform and after 
10 years, fi nally someone has produced a DVD entitled “Money as 
Debt”. It is a fabulous fun yet powerful introduction to the issue of 
monetary reform. It’s the best over view I have seen so far; the best 
by far. ESSENTIAL! Everyone should watch it!”  

Elizabeth J. Kucinich, monetary reform activist partner of
Congressman, and US Presidential aspirant, Dennis Kucinich 
(D-OH) 

“Everyone should see this movie.” David Korten, lecturer & author of 
When Corporations Rule the World, The Great Turning from Empire 
to Earth Community 

“This ranks among the best explanations of anything I have ever 
seen, and I speak as a professional writer of explanations whose 
web domain is clearexplanations. com. “ -  Timothy Nobles

$19.95 
at the Synergy Centre

4907 52 Ave.

(Continued on page 28)

Crown & Anchor PubCrown & Anchor Pub
“Whitecourt’s most happening place”

VALLEY CENTRE MALL   780-778-1900
Check out our

• Wing Wednesdays
(21 Delicious Flavours to choose from)

•Shrimp Saturdays
Daily specials each and every day

BUCK HUNTER - DARTS - POOL - VLTS  

Fireplace, 4 Big Screen TVsOpen 10 am to 11 pm, Sundays 10 am to 10 pm
3732 Kepler Street - 778-5260

Save 5% on 2nd Tuesday of  each Save 5% on 2nd Tuesday of  each 
month for Customer Appreciation Day. month for Customer Appreciation Day. 

SPIRITS • WINE • COLD BEER
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SCHAFFER’S
Custom Welding Ltd.

“For All Your Steel Needs Delivered”
C.O.R. Certifi ed

(780) 778-5611
FAX (780) 778-3784
3423 34 Avenue

24 Hour Service
Shop: Mon - Fri: 6 am - 6 pm

Sat: 7 am - Noon

► General Repairs
► B Pressure Welding
► Portable Welders
► Equipment Fabrication
► Extensive Steel & Aluminum

NOW HERE - Break & Shear
For Custom Toolboxes & More

Production ServicesProduction Services

1-866-542-59661-866-542-5966
www.selectproductionservices.com

Production Production 
TestingTesting
SwabSwab  

TestingTesting
ElectronicElectronic
ReportingReporting

Of Elephants 
and Kids

They say an elephant 
never forgets, but for the kids 
the participatory nature of 
the circus now has no doubt 
led to some unforgettable ex-
periences.

Photos top left are by  
Bryan Merrill of Foto Roots, 
Elephant photos are by Rhon-
da Szybunka of OZ Media.
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Business Directory - Whitecourt & Area
COUNTRY JUNCTION

TRAVEL LTD.
“Bringing you the world of travel”

gwen@countryjunction.ca
sarah@countryjunction.ca

780-778-4417 
Toll Free 1-877-778-4417

Travel Savers 
Canada Member

Gwen Dionne
Sarah Reed
Travel Consultants

After Hours 780-779-3361

Mailing Address:
3841-55 Ave.

Whitecourt, AB T7S 1C7

J. Campbell
780-778-6099
Fax: 780-778-6096

On Main Street
Complete Drycleaning

& Industrial Service Rugs

Beautiful You
“yoga in the comfort of  your home”  

Private or Group classes available
Call to book your class :

Marie-Pier Boisvert
Certified Yoga Instructor

780-706-7786
Beautifulyou_yoga@hotmail.com

CeCe

BBeBeBBBBBBB

LONE PINE
PROJECTS

Window Sales & Renovations
Commercial & Residential

Glass & Screen Repair
Ph: 780-706-1595
or 780-584-2367

Call & Compare

The Community Advisor 
Business Card Directory

$129.95 for 6 months with 
8,500 copies a month!

Bonus - Bolded red entry in the 
Whitecourtweb.com Business Directory

Call 780-778-3949 to book 
your directory listings

Cell: 780-706-0893
Bus: 780-706-2046
Fax: 780-778-2297

Tbohtufs!Tbgfuz
Wellsite, Gasplant, 

Pipeline Supervision

www.sangstersafety.com

We
Pipe

w

Word Jumble
Can you re-arrange the letters 

below to make a word for each of 
the four examples?

W H O C   
L A D L Y   
C I L E A F   

C H A P E A N   
See page 30 for the answers.

Google WhitecourtWeb & Business Name for Internet Biz Directory!!!

Your Vold Jones & Vold Auction Co. Your Vold Jones & Vold Auction Co. 
fi eldman is:fi eldman is:

Don SzybunkaDon Szybunka

“The Cattle Capital of Canada”
‘Since 1857’       ‘Since 1857’       

780•785•3481

“Th C ttl C t l f C“Th C ttl C t l f C

780•785•34881
Buying your cattle Buying your cattle 

at top dollarat top dollar

Production Services

1-866-542-5966

Production 
Testing
Swab 

Testing
Electronic
Reporting

Call 780-706-1072 for more info

AUTO • HOME • TENANT • FARM • CONDO 
• MOBILE HOMES • COMMERCIAL 

• LIABILITY • BONDS • TRAVEL

Contact:
Bus: 780-778-3003

Fax: 780-3793
1-800-794-3735

FOR COMPLETE INSURANCE COVERAGE

Whitecourt Insurance Agency
2002 Ltd.

5019 - 51 Ave
Box 2040
Whitecourt, AB
T7S 1P7

ALTA TECH 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Environmental Engineering & 
Consulting Services

Environmental Site Assessments, 
Monitoring and Sampling

Project Management
info@altatechenv.com

780-706-2696 • www.altatechenv.com

Frozen  Homemade VietnameseFrozen  Homemade Vietnamese
Spring Rolls & Won TonSpring Rolls & Won Ton

Call Linh 780-778-8539 c. 778-8135Call Linh 780-778-8539 c. 778-8135

You Can You Can 
Bake or Bake or 

Deep FryDeep Fry

A Great Appetizer for your A Great Appetizer for your 
home meal  - home meal  - ask us for Fish Sauceask us for Fish Sauce

(Licenced)(Licenced)

YOUR  
BUSINESS 

CARD HERE

As your life changes,
so does our advice.

Canada Brokerlink
5109 50th Street

Whitecourt, Alberta
PO Box 1978 Stn Main

Phone: (780) 778-3000
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Synergy Centre LAN 

4907 52 Ave • 780-778-3949
Mon to Fri 9 to 5 • Sat. 10 - 4

Play classic computer games against your 
friends • Rent a computer with high quality 
laser printout • Organize a computer class

After hours use can be also be arranged

“Note that 
by 2007 when 
I visited WIR 
offi  ces in Basel, 
the amount of 
WIR in yearly 
circulation had 

grown to 1.6 
billion.  Th e WIR 

Co-op is now 
functioning more 

like a bank. ”

and the rapid spread of the 
idea:

1. Founding of the WIR 
Cooperative on October 16, 
1934, in Zuerich.  The fi rst 
group of cooperators con-
sisted of 16 persons with 
a total paid-in cooperative 
capital of SFr. 42,000, aver-
age per person SFr.2625.

2. Already on Novem-
ber 1, the fi rst issue of the 
WIR-News (WIR-Nach-
richten) came out.  Initia-
tion fee was set at Fr.5.-. 
and the required minimum 
amount of a share of Fr. 
25.- could immediately be 
used for credit transactions 
with other members.

3. In 1935, local WIR-
groups were set up in Ba-
sel, Bern, Zuerich, Winter-
thur, Biel and Derendingen.  
That year also saw the fi rst 
edition of the Classifi ed Di-
rectory.  During the 1st and 
2nd of August, 1936, the 
fi rst WIR-convention was 
held at the Vierwaldstaetter 
See.

4. 1939 to 1942 was a 
period of reorganization.  
As personal comments by 

(Continued from page 25) WIR-personnel indicated, 
it was a critical time for the 
organization, and an appeal 
was made to the members 
to subscribe additional cap-
ital for the emergency.  The 
prospects were dim, but ad-
ditional capital was signed 
for about Fr.250,000, most-
ly from loyal members, 
and the organization pulled 
through.  

5. There 
were 900 par-
ticipants in 
1945; transac-
tions in WIR 
credit were Fr. 
717,000.  The 
number of par-
ticipants stayed 
below 1000 un-
til 1949 when it 
began to climb 
rapidly.  The 
stagnation dur-
ing the preced-
ing years had 
to do with the shortage of 
goods during the war.

6. In 1958, there were 
between 11,000 and 12,000 
participants, and transac-
tions in WIR credit had 
climbed to Fr.53 million.  
(Estimating conservatively 
40% WIR in all transactions 

as an average rate, the total 
turn-over in goods and ser-
vices involving WIR would 
be over Fr.130 million.)

7. There were over 
18,000 participants in 1970, 
and WIR credit transactions 
ran to over Fr. 180 million.  
Figuring about 50% WIR 
participation (as indicated 

by the president 
of the executive 
committee, Mr. 
F. Hubschmid, 
in the Business 
Report for that 
year), the total 
value of goods 
and services in-
volved can be 
assumed at over 
Fr.360 million.

Addendum 
by Susan Witte

Note that 
by 2007 when 

I visited WIR offi ces in 
Basel, the amount of WIR 
in yearly circulation had 
grown to 1.6 billion.  The 
WIR Co-op is now function-
ing more like a bank.  In ad-
dition to its WIR accounts, 
it accepts deposits in Swiss 
Francs. The dual currency 
capability has meant that 

it can offer credit partially 
in WIR at little or no cost, 
and partially in Francs at 
conventional interest rates, 
providing the convenience 
of one loan application for 
its members. WIR exchange 
began strictly as business to 
business transactions.  For 
the past several years indi-
viduals have been encour-
aged to open deposit ac-
counts in Francs at the bank 
and then convert deposits 
as needed to WIR for pur-
poses of trading with WIR 
businesses.  This has ex-
panded the program, invit-
ing in the consumer.  Circu-
lation of WIR continues to 
strengthen the independent 
businesses of Switzerland 
even during diffi cult eco-
nomic times.   

Taking Turns
A man in a hurry tak-

ing his eight-year-old son 
to school made a turn at 
a red light where it was 
prohibited. 

"Uh-oh, I think I just 
made an illegal turn!" the 
man said. 

"It's okay, Dad," the 
boy said, "The police car 
right behind us did the 
same thing."
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Monthly QuizMonthly Quiz
What is the 

correct spelling?
1) Original inhabitants; “ab o rij 
in el”
2) Indian corn; “mayz”
3) Cherry cooked in syrup; 
“mar a skee noh”
Vocabulary Test
a) The color Chartreuse is 
between the following: green/
blue, yellow/green, blue/violet, 
red/orange
b) Chary: talking of small things, 
sparing, celibate, weary
c) An example of Chattel: land, 
house, furniture, bedroom
 Answers on page 30.

to create scarcity to cre-
ate value. Although that is 
valid in some material do-
mains, we extrapolate it to 
other domains where it may 
not be valid. For example, 
there's nothing to prevent 
us from freely distributing 
information. The marginal 
cost of information today 
is practically nil. Neverthe-
less, we invent copyrights 
and patents in an attempt to 
keep it scarce.

SARAH: So fear of 
scarcity creates greed and 
hoarding, which in turn cre-
ates the scarcity that was 
feared. 

BERNARD: The ma-
jority of the local curren-
cies I know about have been 
started for the purpose of 
creating employment, but 
there is a growing group of 
people who are starting lo-
cal currencies specifi cally 
to create community.

SARAH: That raises 
the question of whether 
local currencies can also 
be a means for people to 
meet their basic needs for 
food and housing, or would 
those sectors remain part of 
the competitive economy?

BERNARD: There are 
lots of people who love 
gardening, but who can't 
make a living from it in 
the competitive world. If 
a gardener is unemployed, 
and I'm unemployed, in the 
normal economy we might 
both starve. However with 
complementary currencies, 
he can grow my salads, 

which I pay for in local cur-
rency earned by providing 
another service to someone 
else.

In Ithaca, "Hours" are 
accepted at the farmer's 
market; the farmers can 
use the local currency to 
hire someone to help with 
the harvest or to do some 
repairs. Some landlords 
accept Hours for rent, par-
ticularly if they don't have a 
mortgage that must be paid 
in scarce dollars.

When you have lo-
cal currency, it quickly 
becomes clear what's lo-
cal and what's not. K-Mart 
will accept dollars only; 
their suppliers are in Hong 
Kong or Singapore or Kan-
sas City. But Ithaca's local 
supermarket accepts Hours 
as well as dollars. By using 
local currencies, you create 
a bias toward local sustain-
ability.

According to Paul 
Ray's (author of The Cul-
tural Creatives, Harmony 
Books, 2000) study, 83 per-
cent of Americans believe 
that the top priority should 
be to re-build community, 
and yet the kind of currency 
we use in our transactions 
is precisely one that elimi-
nates community. 

The exclusive use of a 
competitive programmed 
currency in a community 
tends to be destructive for 
the community fabric. This 
isn't theory. We've seen this 
happen at the tribe level, 
with the collapses of tradi-
tional societies. I've seen 

one happen myself in Peru 
among the Chipibo in the 
Amazon. That tribe had 
been in existence for thou-
sands of years. When they 
started using the national 
currency among them-
selves, the whole commu-
nity fabric collapsed in fi ve 
years' time.

The same thing hap-
pened here during the 19th 
century in the Northwestern 
United States and Canada, 
in the traditional indige-
nous societies. The moment 
they started using white 
man's currency among 
themselves, the community 
collapsed, the traditional 
fabric broke down.

The use of complemen-
tary currencies is fairly re-

(Continued from page 23)

At a traffi c court, the 
judge asked Coreen: Tell 
me, why did you park 
your car here?

Coreen said: “Well, 
there was a sign that said 
‘fi ne for parking’.

Mon. to Fri. 8 to 8 • (780) 706-5003  •  Midtown Mall
Services:
• Foot Orthotics
• Medical Legwear/Pressure Gradient Stockings
• Individual Physiotherapy Assessment and Treatment
• Work related injury Assessment and 
   Treatment / Work reconditioning Program.
• Pre-Employment Screening.
• Motor Vehicle Accident Rehabilitation 
• Physical conditioning program
• Manual & Manipulative therapy
• Sports Injury management 
• Fully equipped gymnasium

Referrals accepted from:
• Employers / Safety coordinators
• WCB
• Physicians
• Walk in patients
• Insurance Companies 
• Other Professionals 

Fees covered by:
• WCB (Workers Compensation Board)
• Independent Contracts with Employers
• Extended Health Insurance Plans
• Casualty Insurers (motor vehicle accidents)
• Personal Payment (receipts will be provided)



PAGE 30 Community Advisor AUGUST 2009

Spelling Quiz
1) aboriginal
2) maize
3) maraschino

Word Jumble 
CHOW
DALLY
FACILE

PANACHE

Vocabulary
1) yellow/green
2) sparing
3) furniture

Autoglass

Now 

Available

$CALL

$CALL

$CALL

8 $CALL
w/ Honda GenSet

30,000 KM, Mint, Auto

cent. It took off only in the 
last 15 years. Even in 1990 
there were less than one 
hundred complementary 
currency systems world-
wide. Today there are over 
4,000. It's defi nitely catch-
ing on.

I think it is a useful tool 
to solve a number of our 
problems. It makes it pos-
sible to truly create a more 
gentle society. We have 
evidence from Japan, Ger-
many, Mexico, Brazil and 
the United States to show 
that complementary cur-
rencies make a difference 
in the way people relate to 
each other.

I'm trying to contrib-
ute to a consciousness shift 
regarding money. I believe 
that by a small change in 
the money system, we can 
unleash huge improvements 
in our social system. It's the 
highest leverage point for 
change in our society, and 
surprisingly few people are 
looking at it. If you start a 
new complementary cur-
rency system, it can become 
self-perpetuating and facili-
tate additional transactions 
forever.

You know the saying, if 
you want to feed someone, 
give him a fi sh. If you want 
to really help him, teach 
him how to fi sh. This is just 
a fi shing lesson -- what you 
do with it is up to you. You 
can take big fi sh or small 
fi sh, or you can choose not 
to fi sh at all. You decide 
what issues you want to 
deal with in your commu-
nity, and there is a currency 
system that can help you 
with it. 

END INTERVIEW

This writer would go 
beyond Mr. Lietaer’s fo-
cus and say that the many 
groups working to reform 
national currencies, and 
even a global currency are 
also necessary to a civil fu-
ture. The reason is that our 
high standard of living, in 
many cases, rests on a com-
plex interplay of production 
that must straddle local and 
even national boundaries, to 
create the most utility. How-
ever, local currencies might 
be a good place to start. 
As well as alleviating false 
scarcity, they can help fi ll in 
the missing education, and 
consequently democracy, 
around money that is en-

demic to western society. 

There is also the concept 
put forward by right-wing 
economist Milton Fried-
man of a negative income 
tax, whereby all would have 
enough to meet their basic 
needs; with an attendant 
dismantling of huge gov-
ernment bureaucracies that 
often demean and dehuman-
ize people with little or no 
money. Additionally, there 
is the social credit concept 
of a cultural heritage, where 
each member of a com-
munity receives a citizen’s 
dividend from the commu-
nity wealth inherited from 
inventors and innovators 
long since passed on. Social 
credit is also given the label 
right wing. It is a sign of the 
absolute poverty of our po-
litical education that most 
people are unable to recon-
cile the idea that so-called 
right wingers are putting 
forward better and more just 
social programs then the so-
called left wingers.

A last point is that solv-
ing the contrived scarcity 
of the money system is not 
of course a panacea for all 
that ails society. There will 
still be the ‘will to power’ 

(Continued from page 29)

News from the radicalmiddle

Bringing you the news that the 
mainstream misses. Our Rate Card and all 

issues are on the web at 

www.CommunityAdvisor.net 
“The theory of the free press is not 
that the truth will be presented 
completely or perfectly in any one 

instance, but that the truth will emerge 
from free discussion” - Walter Lippman 
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MAILED TO BLUE RIDGE, FOX CREEK, MAYERTHORPE, SWAN HILLS, WHITECOURT & 
SANGUDO. ALSO PLACED IN RESTAURANTS, WAITING ROOMS, ETC. CALL 780-778-3949

and various other factors 
that the rule of law must 
deal with. Here is where the 
money masters come into 
their own, in their attempt 
to create a world govern-
ment and international law. 

However, it is unlikely 
a relatively few secretive 
elites can effect sustain-
able change in today’s com-
plex world. In bringing the 
money system into the 21st 
century now, cosmopolitan 
people in general will have 
the option of whether or not 
to engage in sterile survivor 
games, or get on with help-
ing build the exciting future 
made possible by our tech-
nological miracles. 
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Whitecourt Auto Sales
  778-8808

Financing and Warranty Available  ∆  Consignments and Trades Welcome 

AutoglassAutoglass

Now Now 

Available
Available

We Buy
We Buy

Vehicles Vehicles 

for Cash!
for Cash!

Any errors in ad subject to correction notice only

 ◊ CALL FOR PRE-APPROVAL OF FINANCING ◊

 

2001 Chrysler Intrepid - $$CALLCALL KTM 450 ESC. - $$CALLCALL1996 Class A  - $$CALLCALL1994 Mustang GT - $$CALLCALL2003 GMC 2500 HD - $$CALLCALL1991 Thunderbird - $$CALLCALL

2004 Ford CrewCab -  $$CALLCALL Chev 1500  - $$CALLCALL1997 Olds Aurora - $$CALLCALL2002 Cadillac Escalade -$$CALLCALL2003 Land Rover  - $$CALLCALL2006 Cross Terrain  - $$CALLCALL
Range Rover (Nice)Range Rover (Nice) FWD, Full Load, LeatherFWD, Full Load, Leather 2x42x4

2004 GMC Canyon  -  $$CALLCALL 2006 Chev 2500 HD - $$CALLCALL2005 Ford F150  - $$CALLCALL1993 Chev Shorty - $$CALLCALL1994 Chev 1 Ton  - $$CALLCALL
350, Auto, Full Load350, Auto, Full Load2x4, Diesel, 6.52x4, Diesel, 6.5 4x4, Low Km4x4, Low Km

2005 Chev Blazer - $$CALLCALL 2003 Envoy  -$$CALLCALL1998 Ford F150 - $$CALLCALL1996 Dodge Caravan  - $$CALLCALL1997 Jeep Sahara  - $$CALLCALL1997 Jeep Cherokee - $$CALLCALL
4x4, Full Load4x4, Full Load Full Load, FWDFull Load, FWD

2002 Dodge 2500 - $$CALLCALL 2002 Ford Explorer - $$CALLCALL1999 Chev 2500 - $$CALLCALL1994 Chev, V8, Auto  - $$CALLCALL1982 Chev 2500  - $$CALLCALL1995 Jeep YJ - $$CALLCALL
2x4 2x4 Camper SpecialCamper Special

2001 Dodge Neon  - $$CALLCALL 2004 Ford F-350   - $$CALLCALL2006 Jeep Rubicon  -$$CALLCALL1995 GMC Sonora  $$CALLCALL2005 Toyota Corolla  - $$CALLCALL1968 Ford Camper  - $$CALLCALL
Air Bags, (Nice) 4 cyl, 5 spd Air Bags, (Nice) 4 cyl, 5 spd FWDFWD Special, 250Special, 250 4x4, Diesel, Full Load4x4, Diesel, Full Load

1998 Chev Z-71, 4x4  -$$CALLCALL1999 Chev 2500  - $$CALLCALL2000 F-450 Picker   $$CALLCALL02 Pontiac Grand Am  $$CALLCALL07 Mitsubishi Galant  - $$CALLCALL
4x44x4 Ex-Cab, S/Box, Full LoadEx-Cab, S/Box, Full Load

Corner Hwy 43 & 32 South - Mon-Fri: 9 to 6, Sat:11 to 4
Also see http://showrooms.canadatrader.com/3830/4252 

Full Load, 4x4Full Load, 4x4 78 KM, 5.0, 5 Spd78 KM, 5.0, 5 Spd

4x44x4

Unlimited, 4x4, 4.0 StdUnlimited, 4x4, 4.0 Std4 4 Cyl. AutoCyl. Auto

4 cyl, 5 spd4 cyl, 5 spd Full Load, 4x4 (Clean)Full Load, 4x4 (Clean)

Low KM, 4x4, Full LoadLow KM, 4x4, Full Load

1993 Ford Probe  -$$CALLCALL2005 Dodge Caravan -$$CALLCALL2003 Monte Carlo  $$CALLCALL2001 Chev Blazer -$$CALLCALL85 C-Class Motorhome  -$$CALLCALL
w/ Honda GenSetw/ Honda GenSet ZR2, 4x4, V6, 5 spd.ZR2, 4x4, V6, 5 spd.

98 Ford F150  -$$CALLCALL
4x4 Full Load4x4 Full Load

V6, Auto, Full LoadV6, Auto, Full Load

FWDFWD

4x4, Full Load4x4, Full Load

Electric StartElectric Start

Propane Powered (Nice)Propane Powered (Nice)

Low KM, 4x4Low KM, 4x4 4x4, Full Load, DVD ETC.4x4, Full Load, DVD ETC.

34 Foot Toy Hauler34 Foot Toy Hauler Leather, Full LoadLeather, Full Load

Full Load, 4x4Full Load, 4x4

4x4, Full Load, Leather4x4, Full Load, Leather

Lots Extras, V8, 5 spdLots Extras, V8, 5 spd

Full Load, V6, AutoFull Load, V6, Auto

Supercharged, V6Supercharged, V6 29.5 Ft. 48,000 KM, (Nice)29.5 Ft. 48,000 KM, (Nice)

Cummins DieselCummins Diesel

4x4, Full Loadm 4x4, Full Loadm 6 Spd Std. 6 Spd Std. 

30,000 KM, Mint, Auto30,000 KM, Mint, Auto

4x4, Lifted4x4, Lifted

4 cyl, 5 spd4 cyl, 5 spd

4 Cyl, 5 Spd4 Cyl, 5 Spd



Daily Lunch 
Specials

Bring in Your Laptop for 
Free Internet Access

For your convenience you can 
also rent a laptop.

New and 
Gently Used 
Books Also 

for Sale

• Organic Coffee & Tea
• Cappucino 
• Expresso
• Café Latté 
• Smoothies

• Muffi ns • Cookies 
• Cinnamon Buns
• Squares • Pies 
• Cheesecakes

• BagelsMonday to Friday 9 - 5 Sat. 10 - 5 • Sun. 12 - 4

779-0095 •
5024 - 51st 

Avenue 
(across 

from Vista 
Theatre) 

Decor
Home Furnishings

Interior Design 
Consulting

Tuesday to Saturday, 10 - 5

CLEARANCE SALE
UP to 

80% OFF


